
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




«l.F 




ffia.i'i;:i 



in 



*fi lio saa 



'I 



V* 



.:m 



* V* » 



W'Vr* 



:*:*«• 






^f ^*t^^ 



•'■# 



m.r 1* 



■••-A- Tiir--i * .*^^W" 



LIORARY 

OF THK 

University of California. 

Mrs. SARAH P. WALSWORTH. 

Received October, 1894. 
fiAcccssions No.J^ZfS^ZS] - Class No. ; ' ' 




Vi 



Digitized by VjOOV 
i^ /* " "^ ■ - , ■■. J 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 









;. JL 



Y 



^im%£ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



f 





^^^iyjiP. (Ayf^Ui/.r/.s/,/y;y 



\i--i \\ f. 'Ml Jr-m 



Digitized by 



Google 



IM£ i^lTl^ 






c: Ll '. ^'•\■^^l•' 






JS • 






A ^ VV . \ O H is 
T> A N 'I V. I , y .V K 1^. B A W, 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 






';0m 




J 10 '/aM 



uiwiiy) £ 



^\ 






Digitized by Kj OOQ IC 



THE BIBLB 



AHO 



MEN OP LEARNING; 



IH 



A COURSE OF LECTURES, 



BT 



J. M. MATHEWS, D. D. 
1/ ' 



**TIm fear of the Lord Is the begiittilng of wls4oi|^ : a good aodentMiAlM 1 
ttMy thai do bit eommandinentB— /^MOm cxL 10. 



N E W.YORK: 

DANIEL. FANSHAIP?^, 
CDnitr of Naasaa and Ana-fltf«at 

1855. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



^ NS 









[ Catewd a<)9or(liug to Act of Congress, in the year one tboiuAnd eight hundred and flftj-flve 
( By J. M. Mathkwb, D. D. 

In the Clerk's OfSce >f tho District Court of the Southern District of New-Tork . 



?■ 



». V ww>.-w^'v^'v>rw-ww wv» 



A.. . ' 



D. Fanbbaw, Printer and 8ter*fot> per, 
8) Ann, earner o£ NasMu-streot 



W^^'W^^^N/X/VWVW'VyV/WVi'Si^tii^^^S'^ 



\.\/N>N^V/>yN/V\*\/S/>/«i<»*^»^^^W^^» 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 






(^o Q//^m. Q^nn/ S^. Q^A 



teta. 



S^ ^». '^l^, 

asm hk JM umLhJfci iMp^^ mfJm «iiJfvicM nyojuD 



^V' ¥i '"^ 



't i ij 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



CONTENTS. 



^» ♦ •» - 



LECTURE L 
Men^^f learning -who have fallen into Infidelity. /^ 

LECTURE IL 
Causes of their Infidelity. ^ ^ 

LECTURE m. 
Men of learning who have embraced Christianity. / OQ 

LECTURE IV. 
Christianity contrasted with Infidelity in its infloence on the 
happiness of Man in this world. ' U^ y 



LECTURE V. 

Iniiucnce of the Bible on the intellect of Man. 2. C ^ 



LECTURE VL 
The prejudice that extensive learning is hostUe to the spirit 
of true piety. '^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



,--f/ 






Digitized by VjOOQ iC 






PREFACE. 



The origin of these Lectures on the Harmony of 
Learning and Eevelation may be se:in in the following 
correspondence. 

New-York, 7th Feb. 1843. 

ftev. Dr. Mathews, 

Dear Sir, During your administration of the 
affairs of the University, and when maturing the enlarg- 
ed system of instruction designed for the Institution, 
you introduced a Professorship of Sacred Literature. . 
One object of the proposed Professorship was to vindi- 
cate the Sacted Scriptures from the objections often sup- 
po.^d to arise from various discoveries in Science and 
Letters. That part of the design has not yet been car- 
ried into effect; but we believe that it has become pe- 
culiarly desirable at the present time, to afford increased 
opportunities of gaining information on these important 
questions; and as you have now released yourself from 
some of your former multiplied labors, we would inquire 
whether you would not undertake to prepare sk course oi 
public Lectures on the prominent subjects which such 
a department of instruction should embrace. 
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In your luuids tli-y might be made to assume a form 
which would iliuIui- ihem iuteyestiug aud iuateutstiyc to 
your various liearera; while they would democ^tkite the 
iwaoticability aud importance of tendering Sacred Litera- 
ture more generally a prominent branch of instruction. 

Several of ua, and others whom we represent in this 
lequest, have enjoyed tlie pleasure of being associated 
with you in the iuiportant services you have already ren- 
dered to the cause of Learning in our city; and should 

■ 1' .'"■ 
you Bee fit 1o accede to the proposal we now mA^e, it 

will give us much satisfaction to co-operate with yoii. ia 
any way which might render your labors most agreeable 
to yourself and most useful to the interests of Truth jmd 
Kuowledge, 

We have the honor to be, 

Yours, with great respect, 
James Tallmadgk, Thoma^s J. Oakusy, 

Gbokoe Wood, John Johnston, 

Thbodork Frelinohuyskn Valentink Mott, 
William Kkst, 



John Lorimer Graham, 
M. Van Schaick, 
(*Kt>KGE Oris WOLD, 
Thomas Boyd, 
Thomas Si'fkkrs, 
John C, Ghkkn, 
Cortt,v>:dt I'ai m !l. 



John Slosson, 
John W. Draper, 
William Curtis Noyks, 
William S. Wktmork, 
John C. Hamilton, 
William Mc Murray, 
P. Pkrit, 
Wtlijam B. Maclay. 
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• N^w-Vork, Uth Feiruary, ii343. 

! To Messrs. James Tallmadge, Thomas J. OAKLsr, Geok(Te Wood, 
John Joh9stok, Theooobe Pbelisghuyseii, 'VAZ.£iitiiit 4tpTT 
William Kent, Esquires, &«• &c. 

Gentlemen, 

I Lave received your kind communication of tne 7th 
instant, and have given it the more careful attention, 
as it comes fix)m friends to whom my memory will al- 
ways recur with sentiments of grateful regard. 

It is very true that I have long been desirous to sec 
the Branch of Learning, to' which you refer, introduced 
more fully into our Literary Institutions. The aspect of 

' the times, and opinions recently promulgated, have ijso 
grpatly strengthened my convictions of its importance. An 
impetus has been given to the minds of men within the 
last thirty or forty years, which has rendered progress in 
Science rapid beyond example. Nature, in her whole 
varied extent, is fast yielding up her secrets. But the 
harmony and connection of these discoveries with the lead- 
ing truths of the Scriptures do not yet seem to be rightly 
underetood, or fully appreciated. / 

To use the words of an able reasoner on this subject: 
''Some men in their writings, and many in thpir discoveries, 
go so far as to suppose that they may enjoy a dualism 

' of opinions ; holing one set, which they may believe as 
Christians,- a^anc^l^er whereof they are convinced as 
Philosophers. One does not see how it is possible to make 
accordance between the Mosaic Croation and Cuvicr'a 
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\ dificoveries: asiolbet tMnks the liidtdiyof {h& disponioim 

' • incompatible ^ith the number of diaistmilar labguiiges i»w 

existing: a third considers it extremely difficult to. explain 

the origin of all fiiankind Ironl one commooi parentage. 

So far, therefore, from considering Rdigibn^ or its Scieiice 

• Theology, as entitled to sisterhood witli other scieiiee^ it 

' i$ supposed to move oil a distaioct plane, and to presei^ve 

' a perpetual parallelism with th«m; vrhich, though it pre- 

; Tents them from ditshing, jet dieptivei them of mtitual 

- Btipport." ' : ..' 

But this unwarrantable seTeranoe df Religion fktom 

('.Learning is not tjie ottly -evil i ©offered ^6m sotoe,of '6ur 

learned men* Scc^tidsm id always lasosiiming new ifeinns. 

Among men of eduoaiian and refinement it now seldom 

^ Ventures openly arid avowedly to assail Ghristiianity. But 

the venbm is not the less dang^rooss becatise concealed, 

'■■'' tod the mifeds of ^ucated young men are too freiiuently 

poisoned before they are aware of it^' by the manner knd 

connection in whi6h facto and theorems' in science ane ^re- 

flen-ted to thepn. It is chiefly in this way that in our day 

learning has not only been perverted, but also subjefeted 

' to utimerited su^icion in the iminds of religions men. 

Such a reproach should be wiped away; and' recetit'dis- 

' ooveries show more and more plainly how triumphantly 

this may be done. I am persuaded there is not one^ 

among all the sciences which have been tcnrtured into a 

shape adapted to the pur^oJses of infidelity, which may 

not be Inaide' to rescue itself from aach an injuriona. iper 
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^i9«BiQa; and t^xooittte by its oWn priA^le% when fiiUy 
VrvncleiBtopd^ the: o1]^ti6ns^ mlmh have beea claimed to 

'.:.■ Nor ifi the work done, vrhGtx Leanodng has thus are* 
>d«eiiied' itself ftpm the attitude o£ hostility to Religion. 
y^ li Amtld: labt be .left as ^andiiig. upon Beutxal grotind. 
cvSdenoe isithe natural ally of Hevclation.. Th© prinpiples 
<qf the one' w^ete design^ to femish most .valuable aid' in 
li'iastablkhittig >and ilh^atiiig the doctrmea of the other; 
and I deem it the duty of Christian scholars 'to do what 
»nctiiey cany i to -haTe every, fresh discovery which learning 
IP lo rings to-: light, baptized with the spirit of Christianity, 
>rwiiS laid at the foot of hep aitara. The consequopcc 
iTKitrould be ncdtf'Oflftly a-stfToiiger fyitix in the inspiration of 
Ij.'fiie Scriptairds,' but an increafied reliah for them, an^ a 
J) knore complete ."knowledge of the truthS' they contain.; 
\\. ' f have seeiv with much pleasure^ that espedally of 
L'viate thas' object -h^s onguged the attention of. able o^en. 
-jr: JBat thfi.fieid ,ia very extensive, jind requires additional 
^i [labor befijre it can be brought under adequate cultivation. 
i):\*l W!ould esteem it a privilege tp have any share ip. the 
r "Work; biit I must claim the indul jence - of a little >bime 

: :^blBfore I engage in it 

.•'.:. My health; has suffered from the incessant labors 
..r- thcough wthidi I have paased during the last twelv<p or 
f> oitfteen yeaate. * Leisure and relaxa^iion have become indis- 
(f' :pe4)sable/vto mA. Indeed I already feel advantage from 
t '][ the respite :I: have enjoyed during the.) laBt fewimoftths. 
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12 v-at^ICTi. 

I »m perstiad^,'iow^Ver, tlidt "liiete is fad work to which 
I coald. more re&dily or eaiily txirti my attention, than 
ihat whifch you propo^se. '&jme 6? the Bubjects which 
fi^ould bfe embmbed in satli a'feoufec 6f instruction are 
thready fluniiiar t<^ me;- on- othem 'J^ hav6 been for years 
(fis^Uectittg imateriald whi^h T hipA'^y renilei useful to the 
Qtiu^e of Truth. Your request 'wiB iiiduco me to bestow 
ijKTQased care and. labor -upon thi^thy^aild if 1 should be' 
able to preparc a course of Tj^ckuV^ 'oi*' Essays which 
may be deemed of any Value, I^wbuld' ifeel lionored to 
pue^eot them to^ the Public with yotir' approbation and 
u^der your patronage. ' ' ^' ^^ ' 
y Believe me, Geritlfeft^V ^ * i^ 

; . Youi*s,^ With Bm6ere regaroj 

' " J. M. Mathews^ 

,■■■•• ^•■- J 

, From the time when I commenced the delivery of the 
I/jctures which grew out of-^his c6rrcspolidcfhce,* they 
were received with d spirit of kindness for which I am 
called to express . my gratitudei; and iat the reqiiiest of 
many among both the clergy and laity, I haVefor several 
ycji-rs past employed myself in preparing a work which 
might contribute'; tp :8bawhW dSfectually ttiie learning' 
caij, be made to et^bsterve the gteit interests of Religion. " 
It is a task which has called ^ patient labor; but if 
I have been so happy as in any degree to clear away the 
doubts of sincere inquirers after -trtith, I have an abun- 
dai^t- reward. . ■ ..■'^ ^-^ ■ ' •• " '-.v'- '■ "''■'" ' '"'' ' """ ' 'V 
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The present volume ia »in a . gr^at jai^asiiue a revieilfr 
of men who, have broqghjt- their Jeanaing, either, on ihh 
one side to assail Christianitgr, or on tl^ other, to defend 
it I have endeavored to do inll ^justide to the atkdmnenti 
and the characters of both; and have been carefol to drair 
mj conclusions not onlj &oip their published writingBr 
but also from their biographies aa pr^aVed by themselTes 
or by their .chosen frienjd^j I bf^vje made it my object to 
look not only at. their prpdupUops but at the men tliem-"' 
selves; not oply at their loaraipg but at their lives. ■ 

Here I have derived m^^h.asB^tance from our Period-! 
ical Literature. I had occasion to observer in a previou*?^' 
publication, that the Review^and Periodicals of our day 
are no longer to. be viewed . ^s mere fingerposts pointing 
to the stores of Jjnowledge. They are the channels through 
which many of the best writers pour forth their intellec- 
tual treasures^ giving us jfew own views combined with 
the views of other men, ^d generally not diluted, but 
distilled und condensed, ft Ought to be a source of sin- 
ce?^ thankfulness in the niind of every Christian, that 
whatever might have beeinjtbo deviations of former times, 
there is scarce ^ Fepodical m the English language of a 
high reputation for talent) and learning, which does not 
avow itself as aixadvocaU^j^^ Christianily; nor do I know 
of any subject ;0n which jt^ey have shown more ability, 
than when they.,ha^e.»eti[Jh^?i»ejlves tp analyze the cha- 
racter and the spii^t Q(f J^fi^Ass wd of Infidelity. 

I have made sevetsal qudfSlii^ from these articles, and 

"3 
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I4r FKjirAOB./T 

am;- ixidelft^d to. them for mar\7 valutible (suggestions. 

li i^ava taten au. unusually large splice iu this volume^ 
for uotea; aaad 1 1 had. thought,- at, one time, pi incorpo-^ 
itttuag muob qf the matter which. they oonta-ip, in the body 
id the^ Jject^res themselvea, But. as mapy of those who 
hfl4 heard th^ Xectujre^ wished them published as d^3liye^T 
^, I have comf4ied wjth theiTj preftrence. Jd^ch that. 
10 oontaiufid ia the note^ howevei^ qouW npt well be dis- 
peneedwith ^J^en. the diacouxses ware .tp be. issued aa a 
work from the press* . , . . 

In our contest with Infidelity, the war cannot be car 
ried into Africa with too mhch perseverance' and* d^ter*- 
mination. When the spirit and aim of the Infidel ttrd: 
analyzed with a careful scrutiny, ^Hh^^ whlted sepulchl?6^^ 
will often be found to be so "fiill of all mrelesanness^^si 
to furnish an important comment on his creed. It -hat 
been too muxjh the practice to considef the'rejeatioili <rf 
Christianity rather as an error or misfbrtttnc, tbaf> aS'^i 
crime. The Bible describes it as heintius ' sin against Gkjfi^ 
as a wilful war against truth,- and not only against thft; 
truth which lies at ihe foundation! of wiiatever is stabfe 
and precious' in this world, but against^the* aa*r^ tardthi 
on which rests all 6ur hope for the w^ld to -oomii. Jb 
this light t have endeavored td |xred^Bt it, aivt aa I hsvr. 
not shrunk from imputing insincerity and a want of goqd- 
faith, to the men who teive diBtinguiabed. tikeHUttirer{lifi 
their infidelity, I have felt it due both to my readen and 
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to myself, that the pro6{ of' the charge shouM Be witUni'' 
easy reach of the reader. On such points I have accord- 
ingly furnished evideiice in the notes, which could not so 
conveniently be introduced into the text of the Lectttresj- 
* Besides; as some of the positrons vrhich I have taketf- 
miiy seem new, such as the indebtedness of the Gredcs Uy 
the tlcbrews, in science and art; and as many of the au-1 
tliorities by which I sustain the views that I present al^ 
not easily accessible, I have extended the notes on such' 
subjects, that my readers might have some of the principal 
references brought at once before them. -/ 

. ,*ft i^upt tp. be expected that in the Lectures which 

§f^ Ijoj follow, th^. present volume, I. would presume to 

' CQyqp -every braiVJh of- science which should be rescued 

fcottxith^; huadi^ of ii^delity, and .shown to be in full har- 

jpfttfnj: with the. Scriptures, This must be the work of 

'SuQCeSeive writers. I hope to do part of it ; and will eur 

iitmo^. 8Q to claj3$ify. U)e subjects, which I may take up, 

ftisS^ eJkch vqlume will form a work complete within itself, 

iridependejitly.irf Hhe others which, may precede or follow 

flLO *ilQW i&r I ipf^y go, must /impend, on the good. pleasuTje 

ffafi-fiika who hflis/ fixed, the measure of .my day^ on earth. 

fS have thu^.fa^ iow^d fhe .employnieat| a source, of pleasure, 

ond intend, t((j),puj!^Uie it ^ the maiii object of miy future 

tyefira^riii Upm^ bop^.that, with the Divine* blessing, it may.be 

y^ia«#hat wjffel tq th^/gi'eat ca,iis^ of ijaspired' truth. jl[n 
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16( PREFACE, 

the next, volume, I take up a subject, which during seve- 
ral 3^ears past, has occupied a large share of attention in 
both the religious and literary worlds. Tt will be entitled 

THE BIBLE AND GEOLOGY WITH ITS RESULTS; 

in which, I hope not only to show the entire harmony 
of the Bible with the settled principles of Geological 
Scienco, but also to point out various portions of Scrip- 
ture which are signally illustrated by Geological discov- 
eries, and which mast otherwise have remained obscure 
and perplexing. 
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Hen of Learning who have fallen into Infideli^. 



I Cor. i. 20. 

" Where is the scribe ? Where is the disputer of 

this world ?^^ 

The two great enemies of Divine Revelation are 
Superstition on the one hand, and Infidelity on the 
other. /The former professes to believe in Christia- 
nity, but obscures and often buries it beneath the 
inventions and traditions of men. The latter re- 
jects it, either in whole or in part, afi untrue and 
irrational. But in nothing is the difference between 
the two more decided and marked, than in their 
mode of assailing the truth. Superstition gi»%erally 
makes its assaults openly and without disguise, 
"going about as a roaring lion, seeking whom it 
may devour." Infidelity, at least in its beginnlkigfi^ 
is usually both timid and treacherous. It masks- 

13 
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^i. PIRSIP LECTURE. 

ils earliest attacks, and approaches like tlie tigei?, 
erouching; but when it makes its spring; the bound 
ifl the more dangett)us and fatal. 
- This mask is not always the same. It is chang- 
M according to tltoes and circumstances, or accord- 
ing to the attainments and taste of the men whi 
wear it. Some have objected to the Bible on the 
t)lea that it teaches a loose morality, and declard 
flieir better feelings to be shocked at practices which 
it tolerates aiid seems to commend. Others hesitate 
to avow their faith in the Holy Book, because it 
teaches doctrines which, if not irrational, in their 
view are mysterious and unintelligible, and there* 
fore not entitled to our belief. A still different elaiss 
iil?e feund catching at every seeming inconsistencj^ 
between one part of Scripture and another; and 
Instead of inquiring as candid judges, how the 
discrepancy may be explained and removed, they 
strive, by every art of special pleading, to render it 
glaring and repulsive. ' 

^ Bui often as Infidelity has fled to these arid 
similar subterfuges^ there is no covering under WhieSi 
it has assailed Christianity more injuriously, than 
Wheii'lttiid^ itfeeif under the show of Learning; 
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j^:fSc^f^€a(^.9- lwra«wfc of I^ottprs or Scid»c0 wfciA 
j|;iflg^ff<i|;ri^o«ft^. or-sMorJx^tW j«05)jedL.i^to ^]ae,i»^ 
holy service. The. ptwfe^,Qfj Aomxwaiiirn , ]fft» hHiBe 
.^«Di{;ya?i^k«d» .ftft4 ; wpt^Rs . ^. jaltrnds htcmght 
^g^j.^ W(^»k'>^^f>£:y^H<^ i* ^ae.hj^jH'Wigb* 

^fin^,I»,[gpiv^tjflug.wUwfc hftyfl but lately paa*- 

]^7^^i^j|-«|ri(p; Qi;iftf(tft|^yBMJ?<{ fmid?M(»lt«i6i fluefti 
i9^flj^t8 J^TP )hegli -iftp^Ue^! 9«4.^l!.tib»t^;» oesttiiii 
jp4,^^i9, WiBt^phorsk^ fi^iQft^^.yrPflprowd to 
ij^iiPPi^fliM4^i<;^;.'B(ft^l|(ti<Ha, ;tbe:J8fl(^wty .has .ma4« 
fl^95ifI5lgfll«i^«ti(W«<.,KQ lifl9.tpi».<«»w th« bowfito 
^x;<l^9,es^5^it<p!4ip<)»vep:. fe^ii.=rQiliq«W ^t;JW%bt 
^Y.' fpm^T^Q, ■■ fifif«ttst,. tlw, J(i]4«i ii h^. -h4«; ;o*ia9d 

ifffpm t^at. bfl.iCpujW: P^5SiwdQ;."<i^..^a«^. iB.itoif 
^^eg." ,t9 .f5o^tf^(^ jftr€t?!J^oi[^ ^.^e^„C!fl»«*or;i 

frame, in hopes to find somethji^giJlA tl^ei<}(:piplf!i:|j^ 
pfl .^igB?P)o(, (tl|ftj^Y^%<ivWh?p cl^ow «%CQrT0iich 

iS!iSfeiS.igWWlJfty Jf»P^«ftx:^h^t;>«ll lto;p.#ie;:#»ii 
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16 FIKST LECTUBB. 

ennobling department of knowledge — Pitysical 
Science— tlie Infidelity of the present day is most 
ambitious to display itself. It has here a field 
whi(»h is not only wide, but which is constantly and 
rapidly widening. The impulse that has lately 
been given to discoveries in the material world, is 
without a parallel. They are pervadmg "the heav- 
ens above and the earth beneath, and the waters un- 
der the earth f and in this wide range which Scieiiice 
18 now taking, contributing at every step to enlarge 
the boundaries of human knowledge and human 
happiness, Infidelity still aspires to follow, and 
views nothing too high or too sacred for its profane 
purposes. It would lay its hand on both the teles- 
cope and the microscope, and reaching from the stars 
and suns that are the centres of other worlds, down 
to the tiny insect which is invisible to the naked 
eye, it seems to hope that its cnreer may be pro- 
longed by the amplitude of the field before it; and 
that, if detected and exposed in one fallacy, li may 
fly to another, and hide itself under some new sub- 
terfuge of deceit. 

In these profligate flights too, it has derived 
advantages not only from th^ exciteinent always 
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attending new and vast discoveries, but also from 
that spirit of haste which impels all classes of man- 
kind in the pi:esent age of the world. Onward, 
onward seems to be the great watch, word of our 
times. 'The traveller listens to it as he steams his 
way over land and sea with a speed that outstrips 
the wind. The merchant listens to it as he makes 
haste to be rich, and turns away with disgust froii]| 
patient toil. And i^hile all such pursuits of life 
are stimulated mto increased rapidity of pro- 
gress; notwithstanding the , prescriptive right of 
the philosopher to be calm and deliberate, he also 
is often carried away by the same ambition which 
animates men around him. He would have the 
fable of "Mercury on wings" ripen intq reality. He 
will be satisfied with nothing short of a railroad 
speed on the highway of knowledge, and the 
lightning of the telegraph must make discove- 
ries in science with the same despatch that it com- 
municates the common occurrence^ of the pass- 
ing hours. V 

But while this spirit of progress with men. of 
learning is to be hailed as the harbinger and meaiui 
of invaluable good^ jit is at the same time attended 
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with dangers which shonW never lie 6verlookiBd. 
The great truths of Kature often lie deep, very 
deeply hidden ; and we are liable to iniagine thai 
We have fathomed them to their depths, when wc 
have only just touched their surface. Her A^or'ks 
and laws abo are far from standing al6ne, or iso- 
lated one from another. They are all combined 
Into a harnloiiious system, of which the patts 'might 
be considered as deformities or imperfections, il 
viewed by themselves; and yet when viewed 'in 
their relation to the whdle, are essential to its Ifeaiity 
and perfection. In this way our (Creator has en- 
stamped upon his own works tlii image of hiih- 
self, shewing that "he sees the end from the lie- 
ginning, and makes all things work together for' 
good.'' And there is danger, great danger, that' in 
4fecoveries recently made, and investigations hastily 
conducted by short sighted man, we may leave 
many of them in a crude undigested state, neither 
reduced io their proper form, nor carried home to 
their proper place in the great systems of truth and 
wisdom. 

Now it should always be remembered that it 
is just when scientific attainments are yet imper-'^ 
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coveries ^ot ^ .fujUly; ^^f^r^i^e^g tbfti Infid^ty i ^ 
jncj^t al?|e.li9. W^J: tj^eflftin,app^^jent,cpi^f|ict with 
the S(frjj|)tuf^?, .^ Ijyjxfle jit. hup rxiQt yet ip^asterp)^ 
th^ ^lp)iQ,>et pf^ Sqi^i^pe^ itf would he a judge of 
the ]|iost^^jdjfl59,ip^t guegtipT^i^ji^.s^ aud profspdy, 
]*A,.littl^^ l^F^?i9 is.ft'daug^TPua thing ;!' ,dang^t 
^^S; tp^ti[ie^ n^pp^ijt^H^^^ fpr, it ofteijL,i]Wikpa h,im^ 
yain an|i 8.g|f^^^^ ^ud dauge^oi^ ,^^30 to thi^ 

^*fr.?^M^^8[/P^^t is ,?acrgd. .^Bui jpijeciqu^, Bi^t 
ei^lMg^d^je^jp^io^^ le^rpijng.thftt g??es,dpfip wd se^ 
far^ an^ tak^^r^^tie^nt ,caj-e;.tp g^in jfi jfuU l^?Wn 
ledge hefore it ^)^noijL^cps ji^dgju^nt, is laaxning 
from ^hich|th^ J^Wn]^ ,h^ i^othing. to li9ar^ »i^^^ 
mjijch ip gain. 'Th^rQ is §wroely ahranchof Spiei)fje^ 
toj^h^Kthi^ ph^^ry^^^ not WPly^ a,nd;we^ 

have recently S(^en a, x^ijc^B'rl^aWe qxafljjple of it. It 
musthp^ know]^ to,n\anj5r pjf us, t^^^t, \)^heu ^oflae of, 
the, early Geologists made ., jihf^ji^ ipviegtfgatipna, in 
thp ^^|[^upt|ir^^.,9f thfi .^artjh^.thi^y pronomw^d .the^ 
Cpsmpg|9|iy|0f MQses er^puepus an4 nuphilo^dphi^^.; 
But after they had taken time to review thoir ^jr^t 
opinioi^,rand^tp., parry .their .inq^ij:ie.s faifth^r ,and 
dc^r.. ^hey^Jpni^jl t\i^t Mo?es; yfs^s ri^ghf .hath.,a«. 
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(otfadi atadilfiiiilosoptiy, and that they thoiuMT^ 
had be^hiwrbkng. 

WcdlirBnoulti h have -been for tiie world if all 
learned tauki fiodiov ^^^^ th^m^ hm9 at first made a 
false Bi^ihsui^ klso, !Hke; ih^i^im m^doni io see 
: it; and theMkdnesty: td()owa it^tilBufc far * otherw^idle 
in the caseiinTihefe ifi avprldei^f <)i}mi6ii with somfe, 
Whidi piiBDiredlrts tbc^^^&ofalucMiiiKesii^ an error •crvam 
when tb«y 'sec it.-jji'hBni: dsi i ^^Sanitjr, alav^iAf 
dotoriety : Hvith oliieisqc'tlgMit ide%]0;fl dn di^ainlit^ 
what t&0 multltuid&'ted^efaBi^fruih. Andhvftfti 
otlto-syif not with^thtoi^aiJ, theite i« in appetiite, a 
ioTO fbr ^^ha* the^ Bible f^Vbids^pi pain of h^a!v^s 
wraibh, which inclines them to derise aiid« to e«^ 
otit^ for as they rany ev^ery pftea that'imay {)r0m- 
ise to impair or destroy tiiedhrine authority of Bis 
revealed will* - . t h 

Of course, although there inay be. times whjq^ 
Infidelity shows a bolder firont than at (Aliens, ^, 
while man remains fallen and cosru^t; we intulst 
expect to meet it in some o{^vt» muMplfied ftmss. 
The war between it aiid thfe Bible is^fa- war of lac- 
termioation* Be it so; W^ haie:iio fbai^ qa 1^'>ihe 
final result, ^i^ noir only hot^e, btit jwi kno^oidie 
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ed from the face of the earth h^fdibBf aHf^ebeA' 
! Ing^. pdirer/ of. idiiruiei itnithi - > iBui flkBrovntesV/must 
.endure fee tnimji^ T^tirartoieonieibefbveithat iamgra&i- 

tn^toni^haUAbeiteoriMEtl ; ahd .as! dejpakikyiithe'^b' 
lific: fck)6 o£Infi€telit};r/ jkiju diflesiR^fwhibkliteui>8preiid 
.^rom thehiglieBt[4Kk<tfaBd)low0st(af{€iaiLf rajoe^iweitiimst 
nB^peotito me^ifbaflDRimbluigffipfeirt 
ihay^idiBti^^gaiahed thek ndXies.ih 'tike cmide ofiSoi- 
:>efLbeiJ >tatoishia9lg{Til3^ ^hobom^^itonilb^in^ 1^ 
i«*iikb of th0^r!4rh0; reject) 4ihe(JidItiiiWoixK 
B .'dli^ti^itli^ db^;ttie.QatBet<UakiE^ier/fdiff 
vMoUtyi ito liusrraflpeefcw i tThel^&pelt iviitohidfediiMs 
fiteelf >ttd;]h» ^j^flSfairtr^thd powiirrof iBiift arid the 

nros4o]a:iaf lQiid/f/)ft^9 aofe require ild to dispatoge 
'^ttietet^iiadi9iufc&^)0D4he'iimmhi8^^ of tluoqieniv'lib'iah- 

dervalue its claims. It would have uM ite thfeaaoLvfiill 
igii^oeri. :In abofcber disooud^eriWt^^^lioiuieator to 

id^ir ihat if tlm.questioniiiiidlsiii^^iio^h^ j^^ 
t^by ^ tbe airiJiflasyy df mamte/tb^fargwiidat may^ Jbe 

ideated €Bal(ifta Oituii We bav^ a* majority Jtbqbc^e- 
.>mdtroa lorery doubt Oft ti» ctoflositosarfiikiHiiSa- 

iies^ it 18 true; but H^j meii^t^eLndem^lsliwi^^' 
^^bowwes brigbi m4 ig^ving; ojotV^atofiikm^ r jldii^ir 
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"'22 tltta'f: LSCPITRB. 

^ oaufi^'; Mhd m th^ othdr 'nide^ Are not' bniy/stetS| 
"' ■ hitt Goii^hiWtdion^, pouifing £)rth theif h^lthfid ioid 

*eWlghtenlttg Mlliaticy^ott 6tt4' sin-darfcebed ^iald. 

Sttt tte wotild hdt in ihi*; tsummwy way tiirli asule 
^ frim tW poltit before >u«,^ ai^ cKitqitjMhig'iaiatv^^^ 

?enc6 iAnti Letlbers hAre at time^ been' arrayed' ajpaidst 

Chtistianity; l^ iift ^ what estimate •^duldObe 
- ftwmted of the linnatutal hoatiHiy-; Our diaAits vWl 

W^iMefiy to those AVhdmAll'adimt.*i^be:tIi0 strong- 

i^.dt. m^k and bes4! ^sdidarstliiU! luMf^j l^ii olkitn. 

We ask ^hen, iik ^' Idttgua^e of f^vl, ^♦Whewfeis 

tfe© scribe? Wh^e is: ilio li^puter of thisj WoridI?" 

Let' them be ]^oduced. ^ ' liet tts' becomei aoc^aftnted 

'witii* tb^it^relngth iitxd ik^ii attainmeditsr, aild^^tiie 

ttlea^te of' their stature/^ ' - • * :t .. ,. . ,., 

' * ' Wb meet with ^ihetn' larbafck in ithb aaiiial«»pf 

• tfattfe. 'fheir ho^lity b^^n'with the man whdibe- 

gibh the Biblei <'Tbe i^a^cifewib?' of 'Egypt,' « who 

encountefred 'Moi^es when he apipeaired as ant inipikfed 

Prophet, w&s but fetnoth* oianifej feti the[ lite^riUal of 

^ that day: He ^itti; "pAx^^mmg w}mcl^ tb- attest 

' the inspiration' of his m^ssig^J; and they endteav- 

' Mred tb dli^ttedrt thi* ^f idottcoiof hh missiwi Abm 
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, ifidaveh, bjirimita^iug and dxplniimio® awf^y tl^bepujrcu 
Loiefiivrhkdii he iwra«giht; Just as the phUospphers 
■jand^ ibeok^iste iof te^tecttiim^ )iaye ^a^eavored ,to 

iju^^alidato the arguwi^; drawn from tbe wonders 
iperfarmedibj/Tiprophete, l)y.ia|)Mtl4s,;atid by oui: L^rd 
i>,fajjiase][f. .iAnd' astthe:dawii of goriptiirail Ugbt in 
(lOld.Tctetamant times.aAvakeuod sAcKqppositiodi in 
liifigyp*;i:ia €wfter.day»y lirlien the.fuUei radiawse of 
.I»tihfelfew?/Tfc8te][a«wt..«hbne. upon, .tfee world, itiwas 
)>ittfll- with fiiie i saine hostUity ia every 4x$;tio!n to 
.iiMrhich;it spuJedML : B^rctHgto ibe ne3ibitai»ee wibich 
^ifeha gt^at ba^nand prophHgC ]^ra^l bad e^ncoiftn- 
' i^t^in^hii imrmtfY) Paali tollniti?! ^nowia^ Jam^es 
I jand.i*^ambic8» Withstood : Moses, fio.d|0 thj^w alj^ye- 
oiflifit ithfi tnij^h.; joertipf oWrup mindsr-fcprpbate.wn- 

cerning the faith. But,** bq i^dds ^ " tb^y ^haU pro- 
i.)(«iedf»0 feftther V tbeir ibUy $b«^U be^mapife^ unto 
uiilitoenim ibeiis'^ alup'was.r And in this coi^ij^c- 
i itbn, I.JB^y r$axark,.tbftrt,tb(e.^p<>stle h0T0 ntataa a truth 
lyjBiq4;.:»hojjiUk lieT©5 jbe. ferfgotill^ in qur contents with 
itilaifidaUtyH ' j E^ a^ttd^s to tbet appwont ^uoeee^ with 
iiOjrfiiab tbfl ioiftgioMMiifl «f iKfypti |Qr,fttiiiift,i^iwfiepd. 
-7fidi)ia iflaita^iig :a^,4i^r^tingi the jojdr^clfifS] of 
m(Mio8os^Miiiiitb ^tbeir^ en(ftiant^ft^|i$$;" aiul " Jyiiiff.Tkffpn- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ders," "wherein they lay in M-ait to^td^beive;" iMVi 
he reminds us of how they wefe at lerigt^ brdtigi^ 
to a srtalid, could '' proceed no futthe?/' ttnd 6on^^ 
ed "This is the finger of God/' thusi ♦* making thefer 
folly manifest/' aild giving a testimony 1x> the dititte 
mission of the prophot, which was the jhol-e conHdile- 
ing and important as it came from those ^ who faiM 
before denied and derided it. Such ihd apo^lb 
w^ould haviB m know must be the final ist^Ue ol 
every Conflict between if trth and error. = He wlib 
saith to the sea, ^* Hitherto shttit thfan conie but kb 
fArthk; and hore shall thy pt()id waves; be stayed,^' 
has always set bounds to oppo(sto and moSefU, whi<dii 
they oanndt piwfc. ''H^e initkes the wrwth'of truiii 
to piraise him, and the^rdmaindertof %^ra*h HeM». 
ktrains/' '* He taketh tthi^* w^iiBe in^ theix own ci»ft^ 
nesd." He adiowsthqmttb oppose his' tmth di^mo 
^ as will make their eafn^si^onj the iiiore C(»3i|^lete, 
when their owik 'w^apon^ eixe lurhed lagainst itheiii, 
dnd >^ their folly as mflde>mknE&8t5fT by wmnbiid 
tkeff own^ deeds; and ^ thfeibioclbAaiHa^liiied fac- 
tory Is to be or^ilbedv' 'thv^afposttei^atfjim Ma dimi 
day a>sifnal iin8taaioeit^ttlQQs,^in{cHiehi%ris9^^ 
•nctt «iababileJd lmt«ifaapaIeA/4n>tfaa>i{ta.gaslof Scrip- 
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IfffKe. '^Sim^r^ the Mag^iciaa/'.aiirai^ofltote from the 
;^th he had ofiqet pv^fi^ss^ij'^fiyii^g out thM him* 
gelf was:s<?»i6^|3rfl9*i/»WfiW«w fio hHive been a lead- 
ing iaaaiai:propfig|atiXi|r'^hd«8^phi$trie9of Infidelity 
and iiiLpi^^iM94i itfa9 ooqim^ Oft ?hls apostacy was 
90 ordered.,]^ )^e:j;oy#rttlimg- hand) of Ood, as to 
[demonstrate ilieyiw4 aUd(>n.ht thet baseness and profr 
Ugacy of lthejte0^ive§rj^jM6h Mltoshis oppositijw 
] From the 4*«5rs^.bft*bf5[iapQSitl*s,,I might oome 
^i^wn and fwitelitOiytfnitheduiinBaiof Celsus, PQft 
iphyry, Hieroal*r, ttrbb (Vreri* distinguished inilk^ 
bMj cen^iesi^i'fdi^oiuio SPMlosophers, adid,!i»la<| 
M ^\x)ymdi B,uthg(mhi» ofi<tbe (&o$pel. In ith^ ,hri^f 
«katcl|t h6)weweivito<¥^hiGh'Mi&tx)nfiifte| ourselves^ «^# 
Mn bavelgr.wlltideotomohf mdb. ! -The lifrg^i iBj^eiit 
stiace, of UbesraUtyito)4heif(tfl£iiin$!eantl[)t rcfqujittftiiif 
4i»l6do tODJjrthiol^^iiiQf^r. 39i0rgrtot;n]^oii1iy of thrill 
fi$elU)s»'A\m>m^iti}m6,Lip^ fjrdmiiolAiviaii 1^ 
,tbe mQdiax]^iln[)wkidiotke^aqo: Ji^Id^/'oTheib nanlw 
tmd tiMitr "^rkiiiseiBt rknonrht (flo ^hs^iliiefly ihtobgh 
4M Mria^iiKHAofldhei<F£ufcU^fk^ iwko:qiHitbd/tiie]ii>iil 
iciidBr tb rofiittteihcteiy'iBOff :ivQiiM'[ti»6y 
dqfjpad iby "loiiUelit^ras^^Uii^ r ' f) 

-qitcTdcfiii4<i|i(BHditarvvB99dm tbiit 
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ootiie do^ iferdttghfo^torff affcar cei^tiry, tiH tri^'^ 
have reached' <knilp&rktJt*iy modern tim^k^^ Wn^^' 
ninst pass hy ^he* are! WtikJy 'tfernx(^d *lie' Batti'^ 
A^es; fitf dMn& that ibrig slttittb^tf d^inlteUedt 'Jurf-' 
IdtTliing', Infidelity, like ^i^ (^Uei iridve«ttfefttdf «^^ 
humattmind, ^eein!d td havG b^en femikg^ht to a j)Ra;«iyei? 
It was not 'the^fitotti ih 'which'^h^ ^ttl? en^my of^ 
Christianity them desire* td act; WMW^flie ©hittoH 
and her ministry, dtei^t, it Vas'hifej policy to tetetiUii * 
quiet; that.they migtitho* bb ^*^ak^tip^.' -' ' - " ^^^ 
But wtien iiie truoipe* of tMi*i ^^ in • 

the days of the Eefoifniatibii, uqkI Beiigion £i«d 
Learning begai to bestir iheftigeflv*s aftertheir lohg 
slumber ;4hen also IniideKty Iraised its head and t}i»> 
played its opposittoh. When^LiithW and Bbssa, itad' 
Calvin and Crdnm^Ar, and tiatitkieraiid Ridley; had 
taken their stand at the altrif of heav^i, and' had" 
Iftought into light the long-hidden toiths of i;h* 
(5»ospel ; and When,'hi the geherationsfollo^tvirig', mdk 
nien asBakJott, iBloyle, Locke ahd Nev*toA itt EngL 
lawd; and Galileo, l£ep4er; DesCattes fend LcSbi^tlJ 
(^ lliie continent ^f£titop^y gave; a'^esh hnjmid^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



with ftintevfifeprip, ^4 sipft^ti to.Philosephy «m1 Ska- 
e]imjrit^;\qrlu3 tJbtw. thatiSol>b^.di||4Dry;ed hia aft«B4. 
sliWjmyt 'v^im wtwrk,;b0f^tfoyyifwHe(!i tii<> I^evia-^ 
tl^ffl, eiwlQ^tori»g:to.Bul>Tert thpowrdinfrl J>rmeiples 
ofi-65&ri%t}lLiiityij. thefl did:. Shaftesbury ^end abroad 
hte|HjH«baAt J)t|^FUt»W8S ir^ bw Characteristics ; it 
M^ftrft«ft4^lw/,tb^t B«ryK SpiiM>za) Blount, Toland, 
lBi!^!^»^wk» )^itfi 0ijh«ca,i JQiuod. in.tbe same guilty 
i^ftrfem^iTi'Bb^, W0?e;pjft met aud'overt^own by 
cM^fltift]!! W»^^:<3f tbewft^si^a etr^^g^h which be-^ 
l«igfA^jfch^. Owning of t|iat:43,y; Q,ud a«. evil in 
our world ii^|:aJwftys>oi^?rulad for good, their a^^ 
s|*lte>l^ftQ;tbei^$ibabliah»c^ 0^^ tfee famous Boyle 
Ife$tm$^h^i ais ai»permanfl5kt d€>fe»ee of Chri^iaftity, 
aadrfrdm jwhi(^ hanre bei^inprwtWJed ^ome of th^ 
a|i}i^.4^0QUi&esiil.ow laQg!a^g^,;d^it]K)nattatii[mJhi9 
tfwth tsam^ atitbeatioity: Qf i^M^ BiW«. 
f);uln7r0feo{iilg» to this^ $itiltitu4e . of , freetjiinkier^, : 
-^0 asm^ S&dh e^ ]oeu9ta ov^r rth^ laud, it should 
l»{}Dlttiti0B#d: ^tofc >ra 4o mi fifld lu^ny wnoug 
ijl^fm who fum. be. pelted lueu of ^grcwwli ;Wairiimg; m^ 
i^eu^fe^ QfiMt nwpbff. mights. clfiiiu 8«<^ a dis- 
ijfl«jk)^5 t^eur lafidalityi was^revoltiug aud niou- 
|iteftB§i«QL ^ bl9^^^i%v9@: to, reader' ilr^QMS^r^ 
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tively harmless. They owed tWr fame, snch as it 
was, to causes which existed before them, and in 
one sense called them into being. They generally 
flourished in what is known as tlie corrupt age oi' 
Oharles the Second, when the land was deluged with 
pfiictioal irreligion, and the way prepared for tho 
wild speculations of Infidelity. They were more 
like the insects whiefh are generated in the miasma 
of a soil, already pestilential and deadly, than like 
the dragon whose pestiferous breath has been repre- 
seiited as having thb power to blight and destroy 
whatever is lovely and precious in the Edens heift- 
vades. That gigantic power of mischief and ruin 
soon afterwards began to be developed, especially in 
three men, who were singularly adapted to act to- 
gether as partners in their common object as infidels. 
And not waiting to enumerate many others who 
were their cotemporaries and fellow-laborers, let us 
contemplate that peculiar potency for evil which 
wtis displayed in Hume, Rousseau and Voltaire, 
when they formed their unholy alliance. 

It has been justly observed, that there is scarce 
an avenue to the heart in all the varieties of hu- 
man character, but some one of the three had ex- 
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FIJR8T I^I^CTVJM;. 8(1, 

actly tiie talent to reach it i^ume's iji^i^d w 
catried away by his fondness for new theo^ie^ hjb, 
ambition to be found, oi^ debatable ground, and ^ 
vanity of making, good his pcjfsitiqn . ^y Argoaie^ts 
tl^at might perplex, if^ they 4fd iiot coiiyin^e^ Hp 
de^ribep himself, with evident copiplac^^cy, p» ^ ^ 
"friend to donate, disputes ,andjiovj5l]l^f.;" and so 
lightly did he value truth, whether as.^ phitosophjor, 
or a historian^ that he C50.ijld sacrifiqe it with the 
coldest indifiere^oe, either to vindjioate a speculMl^Qt 
or to gratify a prej-udice. /With ,i;uph a spirit d]4 
Hume prosecute his attacjk;^ o» Ghri^^iajiity. In a 
philosophy that sets at defiapce ^the i^^ore fijted a^ 
acknowledged law3 of evide^ice, , and in ^ history 
abundant in false colorings xmd ga;i:]>lqd ^^tatem^entst 
all written in a. style of alnxc^Jt QreQifin ease and 
finish, he prevailed with .re94®r^wi^,y^W^rate in 
heart, and ambitious to.be tho^^ht. more knowing 
than other men^r loved to wrap them^eives up in the 
mist3 of barren and uncertain speculations. Rous^ 
seau's mind resembled the cr^^teT; of a burning vol- 
cano. EverythiQg tha^t came from, . his p^n seemed 
fused by a melting heat. He wrote for readers who 
are jgqvemed by impulse, rather than by a taste fiw 
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t$ Filial^, sxce^jts. 

ivbtef rduOmng; andlibyfiai 9k)# oil slaecoriily* wdU 
adapted >ta> win >up6h i^bet tiuMFOdy /^nd by ' al TiVidt- 
^Bdsss>of Imagery thscfa sdakte hsQ e3(6queno^ idazjdlin^ 
end deoeptive^iMi' seldom cfidi^d iH!k)l&adicaiplitrQikai6 
"krhsna b^e i£mdd b) teajoh. r TMmape 6£i ^oltaiD0^43 
jQ^bd' was iDSfcitmimBil^ He k ^ot 09H1A7 io'tt^ 

a^k^iijeid aimubg^iiiie Enoych^edistsofjiis diyf Imtiiip 
ituiafielf jseseimlftledJ idi Sneynlofiedia of ikiiowIed^B. 
fiaiioiialled tipbn ^vBrylfhmg^ batini^teadof aidoiimng^, 
^defacHsddt perverted muich :that bei^ Tfaei^^ 

jB'searoe any Iregiou of intelteofcii^ith, which Ubs 
faftme tsTiiiot !mdiB.Qivie8»coBimtted;.dJid|^ if glorjnr 
ingf inl^^po^^ tilm multifofm tjilente, lia ila- 
ipiously boiisted, that '^ while it reqnixedtwdiine men 
iowri^te CQirktiiiiity up, he would slurwthtti;' o&i^ 
diiahvCdiildwnte:it tlow33u'' He lainsred £>r his ob- 
jgeet throu^ ni Imj^ Ij&y bnd with tuaabaied zeal ; and 
Jby ih^ kmnneiB tif hiis wit wtd tetiire, and his 
(ttoong pipfur&b^'^sMmiftlity andihegboeser Tieds^ 
^ h^^to/e the ^(H!ite draole.of thoM wholay lesBi 
within the roa^h of bis two great. ooiemporaties and 
^Uo*^lafeoTe*»diiihevO»ijse<)f ktdigi^ " 
e It; U &ighi&skk 0fm to recoUeet' tia^ havoc apd 
(^olatioit wHoh^M^^iie:^^ ibe*6 ihroe 
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tfliiBrnpifsisiiP' Bifideliffy and^^Ueir cp^jateis*' Tl^ 
lb]efii]fd]iflubnee(Y^iai9.felt Miai^ttfiJpBlwM MHieob^ 
^a^e.\ ^faef upMngttd ^hb ifititedfr l^srms of fiodebf 
^imitigfaovit afnffiioli ^Odilineiit T&ejr w^ate lepeni 
sriritosd t6u^ wps^idefilemeiit: •! Li thB'lmiifjxmgBl^ 
^efEytia^UBby AeiLkm4 of thennoiMm nfkit ihst 
^^sei^sed^beiki^^aA^^ I^<m/'^ 'Lifce:ldii^ reokldi^ da* 
fl»kniaa'hihitel^!^ffp inmi cbuU MivH them, nmthdb 
/araldi toy liifta'tame^tbaiiiu^^ L&6<)](iin alsa^ thefiir 
^ fbi^ellioi^ wais^ • ktastiff •the totnb^ ;'' for' wheretisi* 
HJUeyi'wiiwt, dt beduai^ a fieM o£ dgath Bxound theia^ 
io^vA^i iGrol^otka^ wfame'Wfts Entombed or scatkereil 
-iibrowiL evierj/t ihingnnoibt esseniiiti t(»the:\r€&fare soft 
ftiappinierabf map. ' But alas, how unlike ihe pocar 
t^adiixme^'uL tliAt «id! The yfixi of Diritte powt 
«hr craiLmanding llie oltcleaii^^^^ to come 6irt of the 
bnan; rea^li^d Ills' heart ^th mibdtiin^ cfficacrjr ; an^ 
%e 4m him at dnee ^STttin^ at 4lte feet of Jesui, 
aebihed and in hid rigl|t imndv'V Bu^t tfaejr, wemnM 
dEetifar^ydied as the^ had Hved ;^^he delnotis which poi- 
faeBsed thegq/ tsbvot BxcffdmAic the laat. 

After ikran: however^atose on^^^fhostah uii- 
hqaa^Ied dnMiHg^meln in ^e h^rig mischief he has 
avTotght a^aqult t^tkidind feilgioh; and I iref^io 
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would ikl«MMi(; ^«klmiMA^Mi^Vtmti^iiiii3mksifitB 
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■^ f^^tafafa^ '«hb iMid knd'^^Amt Hid 'Akhmt. 
r4d'i''^*ifm^li. < "hijs <di8plB;y<ed' -b)r tt]ii»; a^6»t«4»' JifUfiih, 
»«^tt»'44d (moo ^p««^Md:Cll&tetiiMkity; ahull thni^fei- 
I)fi«ufi(^ i«[ €(i^b<Hi^hMri-<la-4»iy, tb^ti « it^uilMif bf 

' ti^l^n. M^«ifi tfel^^ v^b^nsiibiiiis^citnryini^ (with 
i''liitti<aW etiaH^^it'ii i]beeJ6Ad«'sti<»tigtb;<'a« 1(f>4he 
^^dkoift' had iMbn'^fdnOttfttbateii tttfowr ibjreinerf'fHtth 
^Pfb^itSSkeiitotiiltlilili^ '■'■■ <>/ 

r '- Uft^ tiiiilsdimkBT, wid'inll^.quyifieatic^ioJ. 

'^liftdi4 'tU!l)i^ydiii>enE«b dfihiimak'iiit^Uec^ iiifdxibe 
S«&0i^dai^tUbiu<Of th^ «MMkii>«^e!r^]fi«Ld0't^p«^'i1)i. 
i^i^y^ He^^liktibfi. ' fVehi ;|lu» tiaMre of^tb^ m^iiH, 

it famished a high aii&^dqitaitod'adtBhiagreito«t&e 

^«^ if i» as^^ddy-tDtbi eei^p^o««d 1iAU>'ajao1ti«ii nf^ll 
i(Tile- ysrddftet. < ^tii6' eaipk» liot 1^ thail^th«:oity 
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wUcli.iieaars tiba^ iofty hatiie^ approj^rmted to i^yfeff 
%ritii;am8parii!£g Ijieiuft whatovet ifenbed the l)rigbt^^ 
glarios > of otheir nainbns^ imtil it tode iiito ^tAit^S 
uiApenbe lk>tii'suldijue'jiiai4t gigaMlo ; andwh^ii ^Ucli^ 
ai^raqipre isiisete) Mle^* akd^ieK^yed;' ibere i^'il^ 
grandBiu^iii the Taiiiis that is kv^^di^ibly im]^€^$i^itW 
flsAd Qj>86rfaiBgi it ifi Bomb driiped ill' th^ h^U<yW^ 
light, of all; }(to:d^mt6d gli>r]ri.thia( <>ib9>on 4€ipii^ 
tb ij& rwi^h his>giaiiha»: pett* It'^|ti»i ds h^ t^U ^^ 
hiis^eLTf while )he sat! mui^ngiiaiaaiidst the rukiB ' W' 
tki^Ctip&tol^ €»ffei»d>irUtiitii^'eV0milg ^ade&^of^ an 
Itoliari aiitiiimi^aiul is^teiii&gf'ta'ihe Fifi«irs ehj^irtij^ 
thfci?: Tfifipenss ill ithA Aenqfle of ' iSnj^iet\^ thlBbtJ he ^ cdft^^ 
ceiYed I ^ puxpo^iB .of ^ fai^ yirotlt ; eiDd a^ if- ihlhu^ 
^h'the sfNiili^ef t^ e^oiridliig' scebe /belbi^ him; H^^ 
h^' t^uii^i^M. dlDix) 'Jlife iheiFcHimi' aidt* ithe Triuj^^ 
pbM AoKsh, audj niadp> theosL teU ibhdaflst^ries of tl^ 
gifeotiiess "wlikhi onde «imDbledt tW ' ^iierationi^ df ^ 
ajpttiquitjr. -lAJodl <then;Mriiftii>hd leas d^idted' ti>'4i''' 
the$^ .sk^etoes of • decaiyediispleiidk 4ilt'Wei loiig' fc^^^ 
sMiLiBthiiag &eiflx 'aridinfe^v^l^^^^^ leads us^ a^ivay, ^fvok^^ 
iog; fcdm /tiie 'ii^g7xieiki&i)(9£>the dilalj>idiat^d eiu]pi^e>,'''^ 
naiipito ;i&iid .urititutiotts i^^ludiLgti ti^ fofrm^ bAKJ^-^ 
btfiathiilg thfi^^pirii>t3fvlaterla^^. !!Bdt ifdihon^li W^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



^^%\W,qjid^i . k^h »at .op|ir€la«ed by the y^stness of 
bi^ p^ai^.. .9p:<^a^lk9^$^s^,or ponlused by thediTersi^ 
^.g>94, mag^tvid^iof bi% maiariald. Under his po*« 
t^n^j w,a^ thay.a^ll^^tib dot^n into their appiojE^i^ 
^.plfiiC^ia^dil^amia^^ finished symmetry^ tiU ^iri;^ 
It^^'l^^oii^ Wdr^usiwhicb^ BDtwithatanding^ ihv 
l^||(^^ppji$tLQ^i;Hf;A^tsrl^ as to be i4^ 

ij^stijt\|rg^,;bA^. placed .ti£ei a«dil}oi .081. a/ pedestal) 
l|PQ^^hi^tc(m^t^&em/l^ fatois not to ibe sl^ken^^ 
iii.Jiuii'4^M »Qiioiited)i#itliiihd;'aQninng of/'ibi^i 
o|i^3f^<^Pl^)^biipbjdeffi^i^etk'tfaii hftfeigns^!' he hftS'«4l 
cQp^)i^tf^!j;l^f^^t9^})i)b,iaai^ 

beiiPftrCbBia^iftdity. ,An tjppbtttaailyMfor fsitj^phigia; 
s^l^ipij i(3]$!i^ 'Wi4h ^soissnm: sneei:<^' 'aeldoqa es^ape^/ 

%|$h9j,ij!itrhii^ idiltot mndJ (qkeniaitaok^ «A iibiq 
tl^t^g^qlCrl^i^isa^yf thtktiiTS® shoaldi chiefly dr^a«L;i 
yfij^m lfcaibftp4asfdl tocoiiiieryoutjalAd;>difow.l}iinfelfj^ 
h^;|ia|(]Me^ m^ti todiQFdr^ibfvi(ft:> IThls^chief dan^erl) 
ftQl»/(Jiljbf»»i i«i pf; ia* .diflfeiitep*iiiid* i^iDattj^isiuyfii thoe^ii 
PM?t?f^bi '''S^^^^^ 6iJ*el?pfflUj )by^aife wkyside; egi} 
a|^ iffi i1;be pttthj^ithfii) hiteth tha tfaorseb; heelB^iitK>.<2 
th«tilki&jMtt «ball .foyiihaAkWtods/? i Ana ih^Atm^4 
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W FIEBT LIICTURE. 

guageis ^strikingly, descriptive of the subtilty ^^^ 
treachery which distinguish 9^i.bJ)pii w, an. jif)4<]^ 
w^ijer* He bap planted himself on one of tjie jjr^f ^ 
^iig[hway3 of knowledge, and lika " aa adde/ ^ tJ^p 
|M)tth;'' he hiijes his venon[iops designs frp^ft t^jflft- 
jy;ary l^ateller.' All historians h^^ve ftipiUttep pe9H|. 
j^iaoT'tP themselye^ for misleading their jread^s;^.aj}^ 
^ibbpp. ha^ Orvailed, hip?elf. of tjiem to the f>il||!^ 
^teni With, fth^ fai;fl^ness.of .Ayhich he is m^f^ 
popiplish^,inajter( ajid which it popietimes jeciJipoE^ 
great care and study to det^C]t,,he plaee^ facl^. ijg 
sijch aspejctS' ijad re^atipns.as i]pLus^;l^.ad to PO?^cl|^ 
^ons direct] jf. at variant with truth aad jwti^ 
^hile he would pnly seem to be. giving Iwmon^ 
and Qpnth;wity -^ his narrative, he ofl;ep oo»triyes t(ij 
c^pthe the 9Qrn^^ and ^candalous institutions of Pf^ 
^anisna. in aspects: ^o atteactivje that we alnjo^|; 
grjeye to pact yrith, them, lest we should buryi,y| 
1^pii;^ave whfttevei^ fonns the gyfwjp.and the gra-n- 
4eur of the world's best days ; while the debasjn^ 
ead gross sensijality which amjnapamed then?^ ^ 
QiJ^jErr palliated or studiously kept out of Yiqw^ 
When he describe the p^pgie^ f>f Mahomett, itj ig 
dpne with a viyjdnesf aoid aa exulte^^ flPfght 
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iie^ the' ihind^ of lii» irdeht -readers, to join iii 
^^'anfeiig a^'tiritiinph'io'that cliier among impostors ; 
'Wtiile tlie'deceitjTioleiice/and'^^ ly iJrhicli tilfe 
iCdraii was spread, i^c^ve scarce a passmg <5ensiir6: 
'fitit'wh^ he describes the progress arid tmiis of tKi 
SiispeT'alribti^ ttie nations, his pencil sisems to ta*^ 
TOen dipped ^in tire coldness and dfeadhess of l3i^ 
^j^Uhxel 'Whatever may be the other systems ot 
filth' aiid fofihs 6f worship \vhich lie recommends 
?JF ^Silbllishes, Chirfsttanify is ' held xxp as Tiaving 
Siaifce a fedfeeiiing 'quality to -atone 'fbr the wrong^ 
tie imputed to it. Wfth ' an avidity which' he can- 
nM conceal; he recites 'and p&rades th^ errors aiitf 
MM of 'Christiansv shoA*¥ng thait he gioriedin ^e^ 
Stiamej'but their Aoble examples of faith and ^a-' 
tfeicc! when th'ejr efther died martyrs to the tiroth;^ 
if^q^ead streams of salvation through a lost aiiiP 
litffltenng world, awaken no ^entimetit of admiratibiTj^ 
oPif -at times he is compelled bythe force of truth* 
fif iJipeaK of their iffustrious deeds, he doles^ oiit his^ 
ftlwctant arid scanty TOnimendd^ions,' grudgingly'^ 
a^tiiiiSer would part with h^ gold, irfipatient tflfW 
Sirf teldse his harfd arid' giv* no more. ■' *' 

WsJNTbr^is-this att: paMtll-as it is te expb^ aisHoii;' 
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jJe^ aiid lialk^feilfc in A iimterof kJiblxni^s p^ 

i iP9A»d, Wken *frtt^fitt(l hitti framing suoi riiy»t€*iei^of 

with what ahhorrence of the man ttiust'wfe coritliii- 

(yldte^^hhn, trii^'^^s^ MM'd^cehdiir^ ^^lae low 

bimire of ()bkc€(fti*y* 1?rtt^ ihA^ed, eheCmeiofbadi h^ 

ltd tii^nsIatiB his di^iBthig j^tiirldd 6f sensuality Mto 
:^iiiifi owtt liin^agi^,' «iirid loift^^JTWea^v^ ifeeni witk IShe 
oi*ixti^of Ms'paig^. - Mt hte e^nd^t rtfi^ f« thftn 
l^wm m gt^e^'tloA he MbM' n^i^abrtiV^itli' th6iii;-ii&d 

ih© shape and the |)ki<5e ift^^rhioh he'hafe Wtt'liiiKm 
tiejtU^to $b<>it tfceiieep krt^Wiilii wMcfc te ha*'d^. 
(ttiViid <i^ tftdke '^veti' thi* pdrtetti ^of Ms^ti^bA the 
iii!*0l^^ dan^itolis tod htotfttl. ''^It is ridr apol6gyfcr 
i this^in^tttt tQK>ii iUe pnMie morale** as ha^ lieen \^11 
l^bhskvbd,' ^^m •iimuit K^'mdny y^ftts 66AtltiukhS4e,^ 
'8that ^ fliG ip(&^ Stafe^^ cOlrfiHed' ^o Ms li^t^v ^^d lii- 
.iHr^lojpied'in *lib ^reif of a'dfe'ad ah^d difficult Is^. 
rgiaiag*!, ! It^ did toOt*' irtis(Mef than his InfM^'ify- 
ilto «addw»s*B itfelf to-thelftiagittatibn ahdliht^pits. 
XBibAg Af'«an^^^g#^hich'i^ 

niwtetle^ttti&rl Ittcentif^sti^^ the ybutlr of^ our'gifgat 
S iHJhoote attdi«ijilve*si*i^,S<^li(l, ca^tfraied by iJlife^ie- 
{4ilctireichgl*ifts^cf hb'46it;- ^duk 'bii Tili^er kt- 
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^^pjpiieif.lC^^r^k, fl*4!*iinkiiiH«iwi aAdrprqfljga^iby 
,^f,'^^sai^^9'^^ft^" '-m ■ ■• •■, ■•■•'■■ '•'. I-.. I'/ .I'.v/ 

n^jfujliy jpi^pp,?^ tJi»#« JWt t bflen .^Qjfli^. i - Jt - Jwa 

QjjBig^i^S;,7iif%h, j^^^SYejcyipliyeiQiaii; bfl^ tfcelikbilialy 
g^i^^. pf;14^ ^ftt^j l^at jp^eJji.adM ^ebeyef/iiwUld 

.,j|cj,^^z^,^hRi,B^;[^ -> J^^/f^l«i<?:4* 4y«d: io! tHof.TiwoL 
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• HBSt tsjcftritt.' 

(^ttMbte ; and tlwuglf ft texture '(bfg-otgftcras'iM^g 
ftnuic^i i* must 'Wmalii''firoM entf ■ tii eii^, 'stiad 
Mxh the 1 **fre«titl^ fepi*^'" ^^ fiifid^litf '^&i 'ttil 
l«»pttndin;4«'wwfi": '••■•• '' ' "' '•> ^>'^' 

am'vi^e iwjver «o »eea -wferk ti^g 'beside ' ii," eq^kf- 
ing, ' if no* fiUrpfts^ng ' it in' gt^ridfeut, and 
fcMH its depravity ArAl^d^ttt' Atb ^e^tieVtlrH 

RttllgiAn heeds i*, and Teatfdri^ n^etts'rt; 'CotilA Y 
(A(l spirits ftoitt ' the vasty" deep/ ani ' iiirfki' ' tiM 
iteme, 1 Would enlist fr(i«ii i*iis muttitudf es ol^ ffi^ 
^fted' and the teamed/isbme inietlect bf ^ilp^i^ 
ifti^lit, Who wotii^ iinhwirtieblizef His lianie With 
^ 'mbntonent' of leartiingi The p6weir of thfe gblj 
hi'^lHfthoVating the World' ah(l elevating man ifipiffi 
tllii degtadfefion' 6f -ignofanfei And ^uilt,' was'ii^fl^ 
Aft)!?e fully fisplayed than" when i^ found UMI? 
ril&hg from tht* '^aenitb of W grandeur' iritd^^ 
d^dpth^f her humiliatioii: Whdn thatirast e&^ftS? 
i^hieh tUimeA *) h^ve a doininiori co-exteiis?itf 
irtth'the world j ctumMedinto fiagmerits, *Hhe ^arftf 
tti^d'all thi9 IbhabStarits' thereof wer6'dissoiv^.^ 
0hate:had jsome again, ^d ^*dttrkMes^ wto tif^^ 
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wide demonstration of the pali^U^^iuul' private \^(mh 
W YMf^ %l,V?>f J^ t^ tjjaiA of.Chrtstiaiuiy:, iTh© 
^Mi% ^<^?;^f sWP^y. >^/^ .*o ^ fle-^ast anA;Hia» 
ijgyi^epi^elif^fg^yittg, jo>fei «C Hiswourdk iirho in 
.| ^g,ip^g,lva4i^id,t" J^ *(«f«^ lightj'and tUwti* 
JfllWi'/lW^'^frP^P.^S nflt ^|v,aW *h<>^ideM|rioiU 
^f^^T^lec^fep, ..greater, 4eai4eT»'t»P4 tha« a;li*st»»iy 
]j;?{^^ j)^it^ jtl|,e e^Jit^fted spirit ,9^ tjie ^istijM*, ^ 
^ ||ji^tlMf9jjist ftflL^ itke; s^aftepoapn, and whjd^ 

I: i^p. ivproftgl^t . «n tj)» |(K)ij4i<SW»( fl'Wi. de^ifc 
jthe liupw*i .raqa Fw, as, hap heen »aid..ii» 
|5jfg^^e,,eq]w.^y , JH^f ,W<^;^]^l©a«tifiJi, ." How.yagiwi 
^,,^^ia4 i^o}}r.nptJf»a<»f tJ^s the.njps^ rewarkahte 
^^g^whit^ ]i"?^:e?py ^»>wf ought in th^4ate«rf 
^lUpkind l.,.Th9.,vi,oleat i|ui4 '^^4 eoaqyijiie&ts of MfH 
l^^jjis^i^daninn. ane clf?^ ivnd inteUigible ; a epn^, 
•Jj^fgpg. J^ation. pverrujjs.a ^eat. paijt ^ th« ir^\^ 
^^^i^h&s^9^ its feitb xipon tlje ruins whioh it» 
a«|^^.^aY».i?^a^ -i;T;he tri^nvBt^.o^ Christianity i* 
^j^gegfet grqgrpssrof ppinipi^ working <!/. j(?r»« n() 
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4^' ' rfte's ¥' i lie t V » a'. 

hm'^gMnmymmmiig 'ihaiViaifais!;cities, n&dok^/' 

cdV 'sttpetiotity, *66iiit)ifesi§ihgf' the' ' ihw't tesisttlilbe -of' 
ife &iita^iiistYnto a tlaiTbW«''(o^t)a«s'; h'dt sw^-^'' 

o^ife fief^s'ystteiti; biit sptiiigiiig iip; ak it -vl^nfe; I'iif^I 
a^ Br^sl^ ^OAlrth df ' vigb^u^ ' to ees kl^v-e 'R' \Sfe'<ia;yii[i |f^ 
fBrfeil; '^lii(91' ^iuiua^i^ Svitih^r^ cl6M ' liiri) " W 'tHik" 
^cl'it6ffehiigUiiddi'.;^<K)<ia, till'^t ikgtH'tt'fehtirfll^^ 
caW'ii'*l^;'fer oiil^'yii^ d fe'W parasltit^'btaiicTii* 
eS' upon the stately grove wMcH "has 'succeeded to' to' 
pTd66 aM nbnots.'^ We have hothihg WKtjh'lilli up 
t&^' Outlines presented in this happy illnsthitiori^: 
THiei^ is id want of atly witteii ^drls wtiich placd 
lite 'Jf^iire riiorality and' spiritual worship arid sociaf 
ifefin1^jto6rit of etristiariity^ilicontm^ With the de-' 
baucheifies, superstitibris and Baihanties'of Pagah- 
iisrii. ' Mt no tistoirian has yet kiiseri' who fully* 
traces out dind unfold^ iShe hoiselfesS'yet all pervad-' 
ifi^ power of the Gospel ittre-modelling the whoW 
gtructttte of society V in difftisihg new syiripatHie* 
Ahd'a' hi^er purity thfough alt the feocialand do^ 
mestici ' relations of life • In treating hbw vieivs t)i 
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a^^, fBifi* to l^gi^^atifli^; ^jfd Jv^xisprudepce ; in giv- r 
ing .pplajig^m^t ,9Ja.dijel§vajtiQ», 1)p cultivated intel*) 
l^pt .^j^d. rescijiipg tjhie. wa^sj^§ of a d^tioii fi:oia igno^ 
ral^i9y^]?%T^ritJ^ .apfjl.wx^t/^^^ must have^ 

a^ y thi^, f jdjpiip with tlie, . diaoru^ination ; of a souud . 
lJj|^^(psoB^y ffid.:tj|€i re?^q;i:eac9 flf ;a cbristiau spirit^ 
b^ffjXpilustipe^^c;^ ,be x^i^^x^^tQ ph^isi^anity. a^ seat, 
"^firjt^ ^lieali^^qf tljjQ^ji^pjtio^?;" ^^lud no doubt the. 
dai5r^^fS.jW?)iipg..when.^ be given to 

tljfj^j^arld;ui^djer tb:0 bletssing of .H^io, with whom 13 

qff Tff.jrqtupa f in the. brief r^vjyew whipb we have 
gj5^^.Qf. Infidelity itnjQBg ineii of le^xning, we have 
^eftvpFed J», be uot qnly. ju?t bujt, liberal in our es* 
ijmate pf their attainmesnts ; ^d as we proposed ^jb. 
th^ ouiteet, in our selection we have bi^ought forward 
np .uftine of inferior uote^ We nught have extend- 
ed jthe li$t by referrifig tp D' Aleuabert, Diderot, Con- 
dgrc^t,. and others of their rank. But whatever 
iji^y: have bee;a their st^^nding in Hteratijure, they be- 
!^)iged to a school, of which Voltaire was master. 
T^^ served in ap sm^y of which the men to whom 
}JiaY^,4iieiiy referrejd we^e lea^m ; an girmy of such 
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41 FtHSf LBCtCE*; 

Ulitl^uailed numbers and strength as to hare irenS- 
iiieia the century in which they lived, I will not say 
tllb golden, but the btazen age of infidels and scoif^ 
fi*s. That inglorious distinction must be admit- 
fMl a» belonging to the century now past ; and if, 
iihice its close, the war has still been continued by 
a "few who hold a high rank in science, their hostilf^ 
ty, as we will hereafter show, has generally beetl 
dl3g[uised if not timid, aiming to hide itself undei- 
ijdnie new name, and rather to sap the foundations 
bf Christianity than to destroy the citadel l)y storiiii 
Thie hardened forehead of Infidelity, which openl/ 
glories in its own shame, is not often found in our 
Akf among the refined and the intelligent, bui 
among the low and the vulgar. '^ 

And now, in conclusion of this lecture, let us 
titen and look back; and after this brief review ot 
what the ablest infidels, whether of ancient or mo- 
dem times, have done, or attempted to do, let us ask 
what they have accomplished against the Christian 
feith ? Have they impaired its beauty, or rendered its 
^wmdation less stable or secure? They have led oiii 
t&eir attacks under banners of every form and Qo\6t\ 
They have chosen their implements of warfare frolii 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FIRST J4^C^Vfi^,. n 

e^^XSf ja<]^senal of learning ; from lu&tory^ &ojxl j^ij^ 
^^ophy, from the a,rts; while the lightei: i^eapQijf 9I 
i^cai^m and wit have been used witl^oiit eii^ 
But let them bring their armour pr^ their mp9§ 
whence they may, in their prpjonged md uuspwi^ 
hfjstility ; can they tell us of the progress th^y i^HO^ 
n^ade in the accomplishment of itheir unholy ^ 
^gn? Have they ^veu lessened, much l^ QYfSg:" 
trhrqwn the credibility of a single pq.ge pt a bixx^ 
i^ntence in the whole Bible ? They have t^ Wj^ 
of the civilized wotld before then*,; can they draiir 
tlifeir finger over it, and show U3 tt^at by mefa|# fjt 
their untiring labors the territory held by Chrjt^t^ 
eii^ty has been curtailed in its limits or rodiM^ 4t^ 
its strength? 

But if the Bible i^ untrue, or Chri^i^nity i(i| ^ 
Qeption, as they would have us believe^ iet ^s.,^fff^* 
Sadler the great advantages which thiey hav^e in.thw 
l^apds for showing it to be so. 

Let lis remember that no deception or impos^pi^ 
9fi^n po^ibly sto-nd the test of time* It is ^ trae^ii^ 
i^alsehood as of murder, that, sooner or later ^t " w^ 
ojjt." You cannot by any ingenuity conce^/l ei^ijor 
<rf A^in alway^. S(?»^e prying eye of a clas#.pli- 

8 
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fOTver^or^om^ i^nfoi:e^ii o^xme/xc^ will blind; theim 
fo light Fruitful of suQh evib as the ingeuuity of 
^an has.b^u ia 9JI ages, there is ixo imposture to 
pe nameji ' >vbich Ims lived beyond a few genera- 
^OQS, or perhaps, I might cay beyond a few years, 
|where geD^Bral intelligence and freedom gf inquiry 
prevail. Tbp Korem loses its hold on the public 
jwind wherevw infbrmatipn spreads amo^g the 
people ; and Uie superstitions which at various times 
jhave aimed to baptise themselves with the nanoie of 
Christianity, owe their existence to the prevalence 
pf the maxim,: that ignorance, is the mother of de- 
motion. But the Gospel, revealing the way of life 
ijjbrough a cxucified Redeemer, has been received in 
pation after nation, meeting with the freest exami- 
jiation of the* wise and well informed; in fact, ere* 
jrting inquiry and intelligence as one of its fruits ; 
fmd wharfs. has been the result ? The Book is be- 
|bre us. Tlfousands of years have passed away 
since the greater portion of it was written, and it 
pever appeared more unsullied and impregnable 
ihan it does this day, as its very foes admit. . In its 
jOwn beautiful language, " No weapon that is form- 
ed against It has prospered, and every tongue that 
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fms'men against it in judgment^ it has candemi)? 
ied/' And while it standi thus str6ng and unshaktt4 
Against the afeskulte of man, Time, eren Timie MiffiL 
^elfy that wastes ajid puts the' mark of decay tA 
*very thing' created by human -Wisdom and huriiaMi 
]pbwer, orlly adds 'to the stability and grandeur*^ 
%e Holy Book. Conae or ^o, rise or fall, perish oir 
"endure whatever may, the 'Bible still seems to eii?. 
irench 'itself anew with soihe ftesh demonstration 
bf itfe truth janii not only does it stand unmoveJd 
^nd' iinmovable amid all tie changes passing 
iftrouhd it, but it claims to itself the high distinctidfl 
of being itlone able to stand among all the fonrii 
of faith and worship that men have ever enibracedl 
Arid well it may. It *has seen fals^ divinities 
beyond niiinber, as Baal, Ashtaroth, Jove, MinerviA 
and Mars covered up in a coninion grave of oblii 
vion, or remembered only as phantoms of deluded 
kations; but' Jehovah, J^oVah whom it has taughik 
Iroin the beginning as the true Grod, the only God; 
Is to this day stiU on his *Hhrone, high and lifted 
up,** " the same yesterday, to-day and for ever.* 
It has seen Sibylline verses which claimed to be 
iiivinely inspired, scattered to the winds as re* 
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tlabfoipf itft'oMm iftiitta'iicsdi « los^^riji theifnin^iif 

iiiii,iiiiiid ia defiwMaa jof tima to^sseftna, i»a i!^ tripn^ 

toror. time pa^A^ it abilml il» itc^mtaJiQii £)r ttulti^ 

the ^^predicti^ii ilio^ iiinrUl irtUL eiidiu»^ fa tlsd nrtioe- 

'^.Ixl^a. qf grac^ .tojinftii^ mr|im^ tina Mra^^f shall 

ridteV^^itod all the .gtoiy .bf Iftaft p4 th0 %Qwm i>f 
rito;£^su39.'^ ^iThe-grofsjwi^eyetfei.wd tfeot floiiQpa: 
Lthqredfffiiltotfa «ftray; hUt;^yviH)|^<^ tlM> I^cfiid^- 
h .4iif ieth fdriwer^ ftndai*n|luiNth fot^tw, b^c»uflij;it 
w/i61b0-wwd 6f.miMA..s >r ... . - ^ - j. ...rv; 
[ Bi^ ffaacthBri a** toay {Itrhapsij^i^jeitrerrfr.fjfiaie 
t .fipksm ^ iiP{»Bitwe^:Qifr€^[faUf fTak^ jgfUMd- 
[ at a£ ioil poioxts hf)^' &? 'jnrjiiQtised ffa^it;^ •!)£ it^ 
r wi%>]r^ thiai it toighf ) he difficiiB te d^^ 

^m^kt <fihtiidd t^e^:of,.hi»li cteeifoih^eot^ it^hool^ 
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•lift wMfiv^f dft^ iyMUi/ii«a^ilhbuM be "fra^^ 

^'uioveaseB ite- liiiiilltf to ^icpdBiin; bjr ' laafQl^i^itig 
rUxfi poiAis tk >irhich itr ibttf 1»d 8a»i^ 
f^4icup'^igl^tefd antageiUat Bfat ^facw:k h(^Mbtti,il»* 
'ifiiUe^ Bdm it? tVMt ef bat dH^6U%j<$pi^r4DK) vrnrH 

^tfite Stars ^Nl^,:#ttdd#ieriil>6i4 the ifik^l dfesdlutkniiof 
" -bitt i«^ld, ^}^n ^^^Aei he^viias, Ifeiii^ dniiftf ^di^ll 
^^He*' A^by wit^ tt'^gti^t na»e; Aiid' tHtf^^i^nwiife 

''t)^-ti^ks th^^^nyWhfttl'-^^ upi''^^ lilslnfcrB 

when and how man wasiiiMteditti'iheliiiiagetltf^s 

^^(iaterftidliif<tiie^«ad'rt()]^of his fdlftom^jpianeyal 

ii&mi]f6^oe,liiiiA it>i;c^ good miitAdi 

^^fhiincei^p&m, ft&ckmv^f at B«fladiaQier j aiiid ttis ftnal 

xadkoifisiofit iktur tib^ '^tid^bf tihe bl^s^ • Xt^gSteeB a 

^: dttilB of'mteiiiwpeM^dtiiiis to be ai^lieabldJxxBeiicEry. 
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mdgmeat, whaiL ^t will be li^ndere^ to eVeiymsn: 
ACicQrding to that whk^ ii<e hatb done. Itiditaiws 
a^djB the yeil.aad ^h<pi^$ ua th^ attributes of Him) 
^ho is pYjBr all Go4r blo^^d fi>jc ever/' and .brings) 
ij^^wn to our riew tbat."|p:Q*it mystery of godlintesa^ 
(^^ mo^mf^^t ia;i, ^e . flc^Bh/' . j^t imm too, ote^ingf' 
a^de as it pK^ere.fi:qni;tbe8(^.jpA0i^ sobered 4oetiiiies;) 
it ^ gives us ^ its tejwjh^igS r^pewting thp i phyBidai i 
laws whipb sus^in ^4 gi^veru' the rxmi^xM, Wofldii 
it shows lis i^h^ frajp^wpyk i^ f^ ciivil goyemmekity^ 
which equally su^tf^Q/^ the autho^tyofrulersflad rn^l 
cij^es ;tl;i9 rights of t^^ il^e4 ; .axul it reeitte HiefaiisJ ' 
t^iesf pt ^Dt^^ons.Tmtheirxifioiand ftU, oftdamakittgi 
ug ^Aailiar with evep^ :of sudb teiiioito aixfai^ii^ > 
tlj^at no re99ard of tbcapais.to be fepudiexoeiit in its ' 
xi^ fiinfl diversified ierve}atidi&' Then^ is indeed ne • 
depa^^ijOLeijLt ojf ]>xmeko{ y^luivble knowledge upon ' 
wj^ch it doe^ {^t.tq^cht with Which it is not directly 1 
oi^.^i^directly eonuepted.! 1$ dw^ttehends thingi^ pct&t^^ 
present and to come, vialMe oxxd invisible, t^nupcHra] - 

ai^deterpa}, 4-*4<iiW : -i 

J. Look ako ,at jts. . piillrnerQaa ^uthots ^ aid the va^ ^ 
rioj^s pircuxnstaftce^ ^Adiagte of the world in whieh^ ^ 
thf^ wrote,, ^t'^t ifi.:a cbdoki wdiich neaarly fi%^'^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



FIBS*' iL*CT'0ieJt. 5l 

wirtejg.of'OTiBrjy d«gT6e^f'Ciritivaiion and eret^ 
eondiibioii of Iif4i) cUidlmng'thtbiiigli the long coursil 
q£ fifteen hiuiidi-ed jr^iirs, have contributed to pro-" 
ifo/oQ. It is- a "book which ^waa i?h:itten in the centr6' 
qf-Asi% i|i th0 ^and6 ^ Arafaiay in the deserts or 
J^deia^ in the courte oT the templel of the Jews; iir 
t Jue sohiiwls of the prophete at Bethel aiid Jerichd^'^ 
in therSi|nq)ttio]i)d palace^ o£ Babylon, on the idoia^^ 
t^dns. banks. <rfOhebar,^aaid'ftial!y in the thcfft 
c^tairei cf wggtem' dviHzsatfOn, in the midst^ of the^ 
J«Br4' and of there %!!K)rance, iA fhe tiiidst of Pbly-^ 
thefldm/and ■ ha ' idols^^aa 'also- iti^the bosoin of Pto-" 
the^isjiL anddts $ad' philosophy. It Is a book whoso ^ 
fiijsit. waiter had *e€ta. forty years a pupil Of thO'^ 
megioiaheof 'Egypt, in whose^ opinibto the sun^alnd^^ 
slaoisiwclie A endowed with irittilligfence, reacting oli ' 
th© ^Ei^nfeaad gbVetniAgi t^ world, by a pef^' 
p€^al j^fflaTium; -aAd whose last writer was^ a 
fi^erpt^n ftbHithe scp/iOf& Tibdifias, called from his 
nQVi'»jJ>^)ap,ih8pirB4.i^iWle.*^ . •. . . ; . j 

Now, with all these faciliiies jfoi* exposihg the '^ 
falg^f^^ p£.^Kb$M:^k,JiBBing'ft^tn the nnmber and 
vaji^fer^,K)f( ;ita ^i»fcj»4ts' oiidiAaiithOrs, What deception ^ 
or.^^gyia^i^)ifrQtoijfcsiith!l^:hdve^>thfe toost able ad v^-^' 
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mHXB detieeti^d in ihe Bible ? ; Lef them point oofi 
if tli6f eaii, a amglediistaiice of disctepaocy or cnaU 
tMdlotian^' a single violation of the unity and kah- 
liMMiy liiat shotild rhn {krongliont Hie ' wholi, .as'W 
omrtantilylbTigfateniiig rerdation oi God's lioly ^Hn^ 
pdde ka sa(v>& Ifiiilty men through 'the red^Bpliosot 
thkt'is tn Ohiisk Jesaxs. It belongs to the hriqrafi 
ndhdj^ktlftrhffn mllowed to act accaardiqg fco ik 
dlvdiiiiaiy laf^RTB/ it wiUinvacriably.iinbibe Viawib aoA 
tendlenjoieid from the habits of the< a|fe apdithe liitt 
tion t^iv^iiieh cli lyelongs. But with the . inapissB 
«ri^r& of 'the Bible, it iraa diiMtly the xeYeFsa..iIik 
imnktera not ivketfaer at was Moses^ *^ learned in oil 
Ikvb vna^hm^ of Egypt,'' and a daily witness of the 
vadbns idplatries intbrworen with ihe character^ 
atie people; ^wii^nev^r he takes his pki to write fof 
fluf, Sibley his mind becomes clarified and elevataS 
fHaerf^ aU iheee sniperstitious delusions ; not a tirade 
of bres^et'&r Osiris, or Ms,' or otiier divinitleiiDi 
jBgypt) appears in his pageib; while all honor and 
VQi^hip «M rendered to Jehovah, the covenant GioQ 
of j^brahain, Isaae aiid Jacob, offering life and &au 
gtveUBBs ixr.ihen through a Messiah yet to oome. ii 
'matters "Bsstrwlnether it ba Pjai[d, ^^hroi;|ght:up M^tbe 
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%^ of GiaiiiaJkid,'^^ iPb^iseei, zefallmis fbr ^6 kadie . 
tisMss of ^lie/€^^£a^' oiEid protui ia! the ngbtooi^iibsb 
Qfxjfli law bijr whibh Jieooluiits/M 
vhfioi hie tmtek dor iihe Bible^ ;hi& [Pharisaito^aiui 
piifi^NHai^e dkapj)ear€d^.^?r^ ChciHt and ^&kB drossy 
a&fqpesiiadowfad knA fbretold V^. Moses and j&q 
Bnqihefts^^r.beoii^me thai aill aad i£L all of vAmtujiSd 
#Diiii ppe&k^ and im^'wliidi Jat minsid . haivd rtha 
inudd beliefvk ! In like inami^; w^mk^sA ^pesikLof 
atlHi^ iiispire^ wdteBsi Whateydr may h&inq Beext 
&e pnor or idolatty rpreTaUihgT ih iiheiT day,inQt 
liltriiee o£ it & tcii be fbund Inin^led with ! that piise 
thith! thaHi coiiles &oM their 7^&£& to be ambainud 
iiLtMs Holy Bibl4 'Its er^er biight^ing pa^^eosBi^ 
3i)wxi to Us Hnongh :generation after ^^eaieraiian^ 
vdt^nted and ^xmiiamMted^; like tibe beaita^ of tlfo 
tising ton hrdaking/thcougk tlte mists ajid vapDob 
ofithe jmoining, touching thomo^y to <Bs]|^ iiierfi} 
faid theoDL td bmst forth M its own naiite sp^ddb 
liicAjDid white tre iii^d th^ Mble thus free i^i|^ 
&d^d^iisi0iis\ of foilner < a^»^ dee also bow iti Ihsosk. 
tnanizes ^v^h the be^ disboireides of Thiloiophy In 
liter lidasysLl :If isre ei&miilQ th^ writings i£ JSs^ 
irir&Glat ^lauDlGteig : nhinbpifM ; men on qtieations ..of 
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• Science, we find iliat the theories of yester&ay Hiive 

^ been exploded hy the discoveries o^ to-day; 'anH 

that the Philosopbet» 6f pa^t genemtiolns ard cofnti- 

nually stowli to be at war not' only with each othel*; 

but also with truth, aa it bdeoni^es better McttoWii. 

But here is the Bible, the oldest book thfet was dvir 

Written; in comparison with which every otKei*is 

' modern ; it tells istA of the heavens, the sun, mddn 

and stai^ ;; ctf the cfarth and the^ siist, and u-U that'Tn 

ithem iife'; of their' origin and the laws 18iiat goVeiii 

itiiem a«id bind them together into^a'be^utiM whbie. 

It placed its teachitigs liespecting thes^ Objects oil 

record thousands' of years ago, wlieri Astro'ndriiy 

was more of a dream than a Science; when Ged- 

.'logy, Physiology, aiid Ohemifetry, were W^rdS feM 

( thiilgsunkndwn; Arid. ye%,- notwithstanding Ml thi&t 

' Astronomy has since done to' mfeke us faniltiar wi"Bi 

Hhe countless orbs'<)f heave*i;' noWithstandlng^ all 

that Geology has done to extract froih the b6*#6f^ 

i of the esMfth the remains of worlds Wh'i6h 'liave 

>xisted before man Was created; riotwithstahdi% 

all tliat Physiolc^ ha;s done to reveal the Ia;w^ W 

life; nofcwithstandiig ail that Chemistry has d^TO 

:to iMialyse .m^tt^j'we'-cbttfiengfe infidelity td*^pf\^ 
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^^jyje^Aisi^gle, piiadpH, which hw b^easi diecovet^ 
{g^|i ^Q^nblish^d^ in this Yfid^. range lof Science i^ffd 
^ jyil;\i9h,stap4s^ inconfliat with any truth or fact knoi^ 
^, I ha ^ contained in .the, saci:ed Volume, Jnd,Qe^ ^s 
ji^„^9pe to . «hosir in tha progfro^S; of the work We 
rP^f^^s F^rih^d. to wrselres, soifiw i^ the BiWe * 
^19^59, ;^vi^g, anything. to apprehend .fi;^ th^ in- 

fl^?8#§[^tJ9^'9C ^W<5*> ^^^ i* ii?.nl»s hsr to^pypqwd 
^yrj^ ji^igyjji^e in. her, apprqpriate. ta^ ;, awl ^hUe 
j^9^ti|cjnBi ^j^ not tq.diehQnpr.hw a^n.netme Itf 
|J^f^q$,that 9fe Qm4e and epbwaeiiaJl, it .a«kn: h*r 
^^Jx^tffft forward w^th k^x riflhea* .^sijotes of dfc- 
^my:rt)iat,it;i)aay.u^e.the^tQ sfeengiihen itsje)iifsn 
^g^im^ pn the . faith, of ; mankind, hy showing that 
ggfeep %,v€iiu?ne piEi^fttu|e;is}iiswst ividdljF.fltifpl^efl, 
jgg^lM ^P^?«?fi^]8iti?wt>y^i4§',ytitb thA/Y)Qjj!u»ie of ,the 
ig^^P^lut^fiy- appfE)^^ Jiiieotmn/^t&^rs^ieo^hinin^ Ao 
[f^ednPiwrflMsA/llgiht; f>^ ^ pth^ms® .daatkuwofld 
^R^»9#h,*]^e|?^,{l :•;..'/■ =* ^-^^-'^ ■-•i; Xc^--^ "^ ^^^-'^ 
9yj. jWiiih:^Hyi€^>^ of,thftsny wt;^^ os^ wd?\i^iil 
^Jf^.ijQL^^^Jityutp jUipQunt fc^r/sudaran^aitotilxAimpled, 

4eq«# v9f[;tte, J?0!^ «iJteT§d;. or, leased, OT^lneBdioH^gr 
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^tet&Uctk 0t ^rastife io ' mc|ke its^ paortb : hamihttte 
with m<!h Qiher^ ix^ iiee. its! pa^s <frcto ^6^{pr^- 
;fudioG$ or ddubiohs of tb9 agi^or^theiflhd'ic^^ 
^he^ were wrltteii; or to^ bring its ikcta'atidilff ddS- 
trmoit iiLtoJmnnQny witih. 'tba {jsret-wiSening^ diy> 
iwv^ries of Saience ahd Philosdpliyt • Wfi&: tov^fett 
fixplanatioix; if we admit tkai' Hke'BiMfinmiif^ ift 
l^tidc^o; Jio emendationB pr:cdiadgei», lbeeaiis&'fa4)^ 
ctter. vaori^djis to tiamroonditiiyil i]i4^ejiiib^|[ttttl]& 
iaehiB, of mihd^iDr i;bf i|[^e in "irM^h/^t^^ill^^^ 
wbro the men Wh6Be peA^^cpntribate^ t^ p^i^ii 
the aaorbd Volume; iSMf ^iij^e'alll ins^l»itf}^^i» 
jium&i itnd cdnteoHed' In th^ir hdfy'^oik^'1^ 
Ommsdani Ohe <'.i;^o sbelfti iihre md:' from tlie tMP 
giniviiig ; helther is ' thftre liny t^e^tifl^^tli^t li»>9M 
maiiifestin hiib sight, but ui^ whbs^is]^ idr %1idi^ 
Qilfi^ hak^d and ^en<" Thfi^s -solvei^ thfe daj^e; «^i9 
ttogfevjs ilo other teoltsbioti ^tvhlc^ is iithler^^Jtwir* 
iwtitttial. : " •• ^ ! ' • • '-^ '^ ' ^ • •• 1 ^'^'i ''■«- .oj:n(iid 
^ Lest me «kid al^^d 1110*6/ Whi* I «M^ AfafaJ? 
iftnot'all hefore knewill rigktlyat)J*edit». -If ki«» 
te^th^d^^ftrt and the'WisAom i?ri!th %fii(jfc ttie-lKsl 
HSgh >&bdhd» pr^piredys ^6td ^*«tnif if fett^ fe 
tfe# «eai« feta^ vigilancef %tth whifeh W 4^ pi*Se?¥«rf 
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dlt{fiiMiir. dncL iiq what jspirit dugbtiim Up legaid ii? 
-^^hsf^Qids^of i^;LDTd'eife phr^^idst; M silirttr 
ioiagtYJoii'.fairjftaice' of aackh ^rifled seven lisnes^l' 
£bb me ) raduB Ihem ; and honoT them aceordin^ id 
-yU9ir^^,iWQC&?' I oppebl to thQ geEiierdus 4)f he«i^ 
^is^3(9v^]9i& fit)|^'^h0iiiiiiutatiDii of mj^fuvtitude ns 
#&^^.Pi^ iiibi^ir- iliiniefirand ^poison to their oym 

^haolk ^^Mto\^jbiia Gioator oomnlieiids to your &ith 
|teB^^J^?*!i*gi'<>tt^itsf evwry pdfeeithe broad seal of 
IS^T)9i|, hy ^»*iwfcYinff it throiighialLtime vHith*^ 
$¥9)^|tli9j^ :of;'^n( 0yt ^Mit oefYBi' filuinbeni nor 
ite^s^^ j^h^ijh JiQ puts ijitt> your hanrifl tonmoric 
Q«* ^* iPftlJh^fty ¥fbif4i leads, you to hieavieh? D 
H*^l ^fe>SWW <tf wlightoned^ mindarto the lonreisi 
e| ta^^' aiftd; b»<^wledg?k.v; Gnu jrou findubookitt 
tf^l^;^ cv^V^ erf wigdtjm ¥un so rich tod deep* 
^^J^h^^e;lo« Qf fOTme? aig(^» isiw^^efoUyem^'; 
balmed, and the germ of all the later acqulaitiott9r 
o^flj^ hu^»a]| mind, is secori ji»i»g so hrightly land 
9jg)^%|itly;tto the ey^ of ev0|y reader? And Idattyi^ 
|3B9^r.,t<> ^#t ,90|iditioQ <rf. our race in which we! 
%^ jishiwre;;. jto^etoo terg^y; I a^ppeal to all ^whjpi 
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68 FIRST LECTURE. 

a righteous God; tell me, sinful men; if we shut 
up this Bible, where is your hope? it there is no 
help for you here, neither earth nor heaven contains 
it. Ill all the wide universe of God there is nether 
truth nor reality left to guide you in life or support 
you in death, and you are lost, lost forever. 






-.] 
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i®sfi aMimiE, 



8i!. • 



^..iCanses «f IiWity amoBg ^m of Learain^ 



John iii. 19, 20. 
^^And this is the condemnatiorij that light is 
tome into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than lightj because their deeds were evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, 7ieither cometh 
to the lightj lest his deeds should be reproved.^^ 

In our previous discourse we have called your 
attention to the fact that men of learning are some- 
times found in the ranks of infidelity, and we have 
aimed to do full justice to their literary acquire- 
ments. We are hereafter to show that if the question 
respecting the inspiration of the Bible is to be 
settled by the authority of names renowned for 
literature in all its branches, the friends and ad- 
vocates of the holy volume so far outweigh its ad- 
versaries as to put an end to controversy on the 
subject. But before we bring into view this splen- 
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d^ «rmy, armed wiih the panoply of traih, iliei^ 
ift^taii important Inquiry \rhioh ift may be v^U ^ 
aoUweir. Admitting' that men of learning, ^ho ^ilt» 
obat]j» side of infidelity, are comparatively fevr,^ 
it may be asked, How are we to p^ccount for the«^ 
aiKiWid unbelief ? Waaitthe fruit of their learn- 
ing! lor did it spring from a vtery different and lei^ 
otdditabie source? • a^ 

I : in answer I iHiight call up one of theii^ otrtjp 
lufemXter, and refer 'you to his testimony. The his^^ 
toi^ of John, Earl of Rochester, is well known, H*J 
wiekft im iiifidel- to whom bid friends ofben pointed' 
as. a «tkr of no common brilliancy. His cordrag^ 
y^ even heroic, showing a spirit not to be in<^ 
flii^oed by any cowardly dread of death. But in* 
\&B la^er days, when cool reflection came and cem*' 
at^ence was allo^^ed to speak out, wishing to undfif 
ihepvll he had done by his profane scoffs again$t 
religion, he o(ften laid his hand upon the Bible aiid^ 
cleolared, '^A bad heart, a bad heart is the greal' 
objection against this Hely Book;" and most ca»^ 
fally did he provide for having the recantati<m (A 
hii& infidelity authenticated, as the honest and At^ 
liberate act of a dying man. We have an acoouat* 
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^4hp^^Qg^wk\ph. pfssed UpiMi him^ itv^iitoi iiff> 

i^a$}(^ tbftt, /VThjQ oritkc ought to reail'it An&tto. 
e3»qf0llQflLce,:tb^ pbilpsttpher, foi* its! arguitieiita, ttni* 
Id^j^awt for its , piety,". ;. . ' / ,. ,u 

a I iWl^Ml^w/tfee. testimony, of the doiiij«rt*d Bo-^ 
qjl^ptfj tP be troe. It/ k /Only expr?ssin^^.lniotbpr» 
words, what our Lord teaches in the tesi i^^&eti lie> 
i|f^ tlk^t) 1 light. iaiooitle .into the Woarld, and.atien 
lQif^dxjbatrkn^^4r^ther thdn Ugh;t| bedausb their deedb' 
i^rHre fnvrlLJBfoffi wery pne that;doe&.evi).rhate11b t^i 
]|ig]ltr.i}eithar coweth to^the Ifgfhtsi Ue^/his dead» 
^|j}(^^ . he , reproyed." ^e . ,helieve that lin all amm^ 
i^dfitlHy ha3 itsiris^ and profrctia from albad Jbewtf/ 
i|flt ifrepn ^iole&riheid; ftom;eamiity,'not iitoih^ai^'l) 
n^nii iQ;gaiiiBit thiat which th^ SiUe ]:eT(eal£i( lasdi 
ffi^ll ii^ ai^p^rsi ai»jWgtthe leariled, wb. believe that 
sj^i^i&om showiitg f nlatgeihent 'ahd lihdrdlity of) 
ifii^Qid/it Jbettay^ what Wenlay dtocamnate, in iliei 
I}^id^st lan^u^ge 4d]a{](ted to theloaj^e^a ulaatfeal' 
"^^1^% of swcterity and hton^sty in theijursniit of truihv 
|4> ^}m is a aierioua acco^ation* It should liot be? 
Ugpntly nmd^ i^sp^eially agaimt ^Bifioi whb ^ ha^ra 
|f(^ ,Hi ior th^m^tes f^ Mgh iibma iii the wciiM^ 

4 
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^f SKCO^D. LECTURE. 

of Iqttersr It should JOUQt I)© allowed to r^t on 
eyideace in the leaet equivocal or inconclusive. 
'Ji^he proofs should be irrefragable and obvious to, 
every candid judge; and such is the proof we have 
to offer. It is taken mainly from the confessions 
made by the accused themselves. "Out of thii^e 
own.. mouth will I judge thee," said his Lord to- 
the wicked servant who had misused \is taJent 
apd thi^ shall be our rule of judgment against men 
who have perverted splendid talents and great 
acquirements to discredit the Bible and dishonor 
it§ divine , Author. 

> In prosecuting the subject, I know not what 
names qan be more suitably brought forward in 
this connection than those to which I have already 
referred, as Hume, Rousseau, Voltaire and Gibbon. 
There can be no doubt as to the influence and posi- 
tion of these men in the ranks of infidelity. Their 
spirit was not confined to themselves. Their whole 
cliiss or sect was imbued with it; and what is true; 
of them, may be expected to hold true of those who 
glory in being their followers. Ac>cordingly, it ifr 
to such men that I will chiefly refer in discussing; 
the point now^ before us. 
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SEOoNi> LECTritft^ 6S' 

Whether happily or unhappily for their oW 
g60(J name, Mre '^ill not 8ay; biit ha;ppily for the* 
cStiise they assailed, the Memoirs of these leading" 
iflfidiels have been placed before the public eye; 
Prepared too for our perusal by ho unfriendly hands, 
but on the ctontrary, either by the men themselves, 
oi' by their admirers, who would be inclined to "e^t- 
tenuate" rather than **set down aught in malice.'*" 
We have here not bnly the leading events of their 
lives, showing how surrounding circamstances may 
have influenced their opinions and feelings, but 
we have also their correspondence and conversa^ 
tibnfe w*ith friends to whom they communicated 
their sentiments unreservedly and fully. There is 
niD species of history more instructive and important 
than such faithful portraitures of distinguished 
men, whether friends or enemies of truth and 
righteousness. It is when 'we see them in their un- 
guarded moments, and in the free interchange of 
thought with bosom friends, that the secret springs 
of action are developed, and the heart becomes so 
liD veiled as to show, not only what they have done, 
but why they have done it; not only what they 
have believed, but why they have believed it. 
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xm\^,^y^^T^ ffp;adivJted. theji puibjim a^^airfte fp 
.^J^^sjt^yaity, T^o.^hflW Atm o^prjafopf, that the pi^ 
gj^d^g^^ioses of .infidelity among men of leaxifii^ 
iiffpfl^f tft Vp <.ft)iiii4ra« w^. h«y^..3wd, in. a, iw^Tjl; pf 
i,fi9«4^;A.nd Jtwwi^s^ inr the p^rsiiit qj[ truth W^,j,a 
.J|l^ii^.lpw,b:e4 of the tjafi]i it^elil ! v/ 

er: .: ,T4^ey <5laii»> tbat/thiey ;are gpverned' in th^r 
M^?4^W?^ ^ ,# q\^*sti(3aj^ii Ify itl^e pxi^wiple? |pf ,a 
gjl^^ 9fld,'qnjigbtw?d pJiu|os(^hy. ?iwt w^ ^d 
-G^lj*^^y iW6r: npt.feithfuJ. c^ honest i^ their j^- 
bfl^4?Sjrp!^J!W^nKM*to twth.ofthj? Bihle, co^side^ 
-,t«©B!Jb?>#si,*»s»hjiGcfc qf philo^phioal investigatfcpi. 
B,,,f ►^^ffj^s. at oqce both the dfcWte of justipe, .^yid 
3,#9f^tiia4:tQ ^pund,reaao]|[iiiig, tha* before we yenture 

to form an opinion of a book which proff^^^ ^to 
zJi^mi^^ ^h ftn^ ifl9j)ortw<t snbje^ts^ w^e shpuld at 
^^Joi^l^give^t a,wr^^^ i;e^dif^g^. Whjaut, for instan9e, 
e^< iro^ ! HijUj^e: pr Gibbon ha-ve . said coneemi^g., a 
bcr^.ijrhp.fi^qftl^ Jwy<^ pronpunoed either of tbueir 
^.B^tjMfi^.to ;be a :ma^ ^f fiptioo3r or a stripy. of 
Q*)pFi}4o?ftn4 a^^'kw^rA blunders, at the.3anie time cpn- 
i'Jfef^W be.)h{Kl never read jkhe, work, or at most, J^ad 
fc . 1(^)1^ 'inljo, ^ |)ut i pj^itiaUy ,W[id . ^vperfilciallj ?, ^r, 
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^%0^'woTild ah oljeibt* !)e >eceiv^d, *wH3 ffi^tSii 
Tejite^ent the tlirre toiiored wotksl- (k ^.N^wfcoi^^ 
■^^cte as a confused 'collecticm of flangedfcfas -^^ 
°ritas of ihcomprbherisiMe mysteri^^s; ' whfeii ait-^liB 
Haiiife iiime W should cotifesn tliafrfie ^ifcul^Efti%r 
^ctouWy ^erased thim?^B^ery riglA-kifld^*S8ii 

would cry down such ojjiniohs, M eqisfeiBy^ w«i^« 
^l^s^ and arw^ant; and woiilddS-()Kvnon-thW¥aAlines8 
'^aifd jjresurirptton ihAt? datfedto prW)iihy jtt«g[^i^t 
^bii <he -laWsCbf siidhi Attthbrs, Withott* ktM9tg 

%Jteh W^' p^lris fei uhdei^ikrid'^tH^A. \. 'Aiii^^^ 
^^ifeuinplioh too would ^e^ considered ^Wkfeeff^ated^-#^ 
^JUfet in prdpittion as tiiet snl)jfec1i*'ttn(*erfedt^ 
^^i&n werex)f high implariahce, ahd'th^fe aiith^fe had 
^^eerildng honored ani trusted' b^inah;]^ bl rfftP^8*fte 
^Wd the good. • ' ; ^ '* • ' . : a.:-2. oi 

^^^' Now here is our Brble, which bring^ 1ifeitore?4i» 
^'^iiibjects of immense^ importance t6 inan; hiaili *h^ 
^^ aad hereaifter; and whicfh, as all must adEffiM^^^'Has 
^"commanded the carefut study and ftill SeKef^d 

naahy amongf the greatest and Tjest df liien in-fevdry 
^^i^e. Is it philosophy, Any more than it is ju^lice 

*' or wisdom, that ally one shall prbiiounce^ IKe'^hi^k 
• ''%ntorthy of ^ his faitfc uvM he Las careftflfy r^ 
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fund, e^amioied it ? Aiid hav^ infideli^ cboni^ so before 
^ey, g^ive jnAgw^ni against ii ? You shall Ymtir 
frpm themselves; ; { 

M Huiqe <5onli^saod that he had never read i\h 
Bible afler h^ hml growa to mature manhood. Tbk 
4acjk was notprioua among his cetemporariesJ Dr. 
^phnsout in cQuversation with several literacy 
.firiendsi,. onge obaearved, in his usaal direct and um- 
9f2uiyocal mann^ry that no hoctest miui could be b, 
Peist, because no. main oould be bo After a fair ex- 
^unination of the truths of Christianity* When thb 
liame of Huisae was mixitioiiod to him a^ an eixce]^ 
lion to hi$ remark; he repdied, '^^o sir, Hume one6 
owned to a clergyman in the bish^rick of Durham^ 
|hat he had nei^r read even the New Tc^stament 
with attention." . . u 

Gibbon lets us know that thc^aiuount of hi^ 
critical reading, when finally making up his niind 
(espeoting the truth of the Scriptures, embrated^ 
only the Go$pel of John, mid one chapter in th# 
Crospel of Luke. Did the large measure of Divine' 
miction whi^ is feumd in the writings of the dis^^ 
cgde whom Je^us lowd^ prove so < offensive to a" 
»ind like Gibboi^'^^i that he; ooukL' not persUad^ 
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<Jbim4elf to ^ fartheir ? Qr, tviu^ it his deliberate diS- 
tisign to put oDntetmpt cfk the Sacped Volome^ b^ 
placing his slight attention to itscdntents in cori- 
(ii9i&i with the ciireful fitudy vritk which be ohiiins 
^'^a^ weighed itheinei&ts of other books. " 

lO Haltey i^b^^wfcrondmer was deeply tinged wltk 
^^[qfideUty; Oa a bertaia occasion he* avowod his 
jppeptifcism ia tbe presence of - Sir baac Newton^; 
^^hem that vteaieirablfi . man turned to him, «Qfyitl^, 
.'■ Sif, you hay© netei' ^bodied these sdbjecife, latld t 
(l^ftive. Bb not 'disgraoA yanrself ais a philosopher bf 
pp^snuung to: judge oa questions^' yom hare nev^ 
^axninedfV Halley feUtJb^mself compelled tb^^tditiil 
jjbrttitheireprKfrof was deserved; , .: .. .^ a 

: J^e.wUl udd another exu^mple takeii frbm 6« well 
authenticated incident in the life of Dr. Beijamiiff 
|^a:anklin» . iWa are told ith»t during bisrei^dene^ in 
|^)fVfi^ }m yfa»- invited iio a* compaqofy eHibo^acHi^ 
ip^any . qf the . courtiers, . and of the distinghished^ 
noLfuwl^ s^gBalbsed the a^ iiiwhichitheytiv^dibjP 
i^ir Iparning askd theit soepticism. According t^ 
tl^ir pustom^ in a free and pFomiscuous ebnvers«Uf 
tjipn,: Christianity was l^a^ifreat topic, and the Syp 
was.treiat^d with uiisparing severity, -^itowingi 
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Wdrfiittr, k&d more "pto^eisi^ ia ikseit 6(i)^^ 

'^(^itr^g, *wi{h 'grekt confidelic^, that t&e Bible mb 

: not only a piecje oif gross A^oepiiob, but totalfy 

dewid itf 'liteM^ iheritj Witti'th€i otcfeptloh'^ef 

^^Fjanlditt, the entire (joiBfpaiiy sefefi^d' to glv^ It 

'fedarty ftsseiit lo the gentiment. Being at the' tilKe 

t^ g^n^xal fovbrite/ his cdm paMons wcire disqiriet^ii 

;l)y evett^ k ^tiacit rtptck>f from k «aah off his niigfit 

Yaiid:i!iflu€jn[<fe;'* Tbeyi all a^piaM td him^ for lils 

^opinion! He replied, in hi^ 6wri peciilii^r m^An:^, 

ffliia* hel ^ae hardly prep^ed 'to "give' ISiem A stti^i- 

lile ansMreir, ais his inind had hefeir runkfngf 6n! He 

mmH of a book whi<ih h6^ thdtt^h* of • rfcre eiL<:Wl. 

lie^ce, and-vV'hieh he had happehedto findin one*f 

i ibhe Pails bo6tetor6s ; and «t6 they had niade alltii^^n 

to tti0.1i*^ary charadterof the Bible, j^erhapsilt 

ifti^t interest them to cotnpare' the merits of his 

^ew prize with that old volume. If so, he woiiM 

read them a few sentences. All w^re eager to have 

-Him proceed, and give them Something from hts 

>l^al^ book. He then opened it, and with mucih 

gravity of manner, and propriety of utterance, teSd 

^to them the words — ^"God came fr^m Teman, ititd 
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.fti ythe Heajvena, and: the witb Wft3 fall flf fcjs 
^^i»$, Ei&brii[htI^esBwa<B«th9 light. Ha'had)ltQep 
^j»i9g jQut of His hjands, «^d there was thfr hi^Wg 
lef.JJj^i p(wer. He stood ^ndin^ureld th^^^k^^; 
4^1^- bebedd adftd ^droye a$ttEder the jgftticmfe.jjl^e 
^^^Ift-sting moufttaias wei?e wattieired; the pe^ppetaill 
fj^jlls^id bew. Hiswaiys a^eeterlafttlng.'': Th^/osv 
i8pnfe^npQ$ %aa4i3 # 4e?p inipreswu. The 94i»tir^tfg 
gliSt^ifierg.pfonoiijadQd them sup^ciot tp'ajftythi»g Sbfty 
^jbiad hisard Off reftd; and tiial; nothing eould sKi^l^s 
^jhi9»a ip graaideur and $uhUn^ity. They <dl, wj^^jgd 
eltt tpow what was thje.flaijie of i|ite new w()rJv,c1ie 
.fmme^ of it& author, a»d whether this W(i<s a» ^sfii- 
Ipwajictf its merits? Cerfetinly, gentlednon, gaid :i0|:. 
rJrankilini, sffiiling «* hjsitTiumphi my, hook/isr^l 
ip£ ^u0h^ faasages; It ia no othey than yonr goqd-fear- 
nnothing Sible. I have rood to yon ashor^ |!^diff|.- 
igraph from the prayer, of the jrophet Hahp-kksfc. 
Such are the. n^^^n who assume tp th^JiM^l^s 
gtke right to sit in judgment on ihe truth of-^lfe 
;Sihie; men who ha^ never eix^mined the bo^fe^ 
[rfMs^to know what it contain^, and yet profess t^;]^- 
Ljc)^ it as th^ r€^t.^ philosophical investigatiosi. 
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Tfeke anothe* proof of their want of fairness^ in 
treating the qtiestion. Whatever may be affiratted 
or denied of Christianity, it is certainly a serious 
subject. ' It speaks of matters, that are of most 

^ solemn import ; that ho rational inan should tottch 
Of even approach but with a grave arid revereritiai 
sjHrii It teaches the fall of mrtn from a stalte^of 
innocence and happiness. Into a state of kin ^nd 

\ i^ffeiring. It professes to show the cx)mpassioii - of 
God lA saving men, and tells'usthat although He is 
*Hiie High arid Holy One who inhabitcith Eterhitir" 

- he ''so loVed the world, that he gave bis only begot- 

f ten Son, that whosoerer bdieveth in hirh should itot 
perish, but have everlasting life/' Is this matter 
for jesting? Is it fitting or rational to discuss it 
with karoasms and scoffing? Does it comport wfth 
a sound philosophy to contemplate or treat it in this 
way? And 'yet no one can deny that these are the 
weapons which we find in greatest abundilhce 
in the hands of known infidels. It is onl/ ut 
times that we have the opportunity of encounteriiig 
them in the field of logical argument or sober dis- 
cussion; and when plea afker plea for their scepti. 
cism i^ shown to be weak and worthless, instead of 
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, yielding wit^, thfi ^aadop: apd fradalmess of a manly 

>. spirit, tbey st|ll dwoa. to be unooxMiueEed, becamse 

^ ttey ,can utt^r thp ^pitefiJ.. sai;ea6m or th^ oon- 

. ^^pmpt^QUs sneor. Nor dp they always rest $aiiisfied 

^; ,titU they hnyiQ gpne down in thpir oonxse to tihe low 

jjdlepths of , vulgar scmriliiy. IJ^hien Voltaire spoke 

1 ^ ojE^ the.onjly begotten Son of God, the Saviour of the 

£^,world, a^usnaLe^claa^^ation with him. was "Eorasiez 

] ,rjp.feg:^ie"— •," Crush. the, wretch^" ^T^d Hie bla^phwiy 

^ . ;sj^^s, ^ pfj^x\ repefit^d lus to l^ecotOrO* om of hi^ hou$e- 

n ^ojid wprda. In this spirit of Iqt^ itbuse he had fol- 

iJp^'iera J:pp, anjipng tljioae who / stood high in his 

V x^ation,! a|^4 ?^lv);m9'y.p^hai)is,ibe,s^^ to have gone 

beyond :their leador. When the mlex& of France 

J . rqso up; " agfi^^t the L(M:d and against his ^noint- 

^, ^i'' 4w;w tl^e rjwgn of terror; a#dri»apiety trhich 

v.,fif^ept.oyey,the land like a whirlwind, they deviled 

^ lan^ ^ established a Calendar which w^-s a singular 

.3 ..9pinppu?id . of blasphemy, pedantry 0,nd vulgarity, 

jj.Dewonsi of oblitpratijpg Ojvery. feature or material ol 

^. ChrUtianity which has long been interwoven with 

.^ihe Calendar of civili:$ed nationa, they changed 

,, both the designMion and beginning of the yeari the 

^. 4uration of ttio months and weeks; and to render 
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the^rmoltitidii ikktl^asitiahMonavii'Amk^^^^ 
aa'iik ei^erjr thing eke^eaohda^of the 'yeaiitfiav 
^ifitingiiished by &s^parat^ ti'tIeiof^it8«\^li, tlwtD09 
m€hcI)ahu»b«ing.0eaeTaliy taken from; 'thd/pfbduoJ 
t^cMis'^f ^agiteftUrtiire^'br frcbfi^dcMxiestki ai^bnaie. iQnd 
day was denaminaJtsBd fiom the applo^ anetiaier iffdn 
the olive ; anolJleTt fiCKm the faorsov' anokher HomMai 
bK* But when the* Conveniiciii came' iaastd^n a 
dirtinci/name to Christmas^ tiie^idth €ii '^BONXxheMf 
OR' whieb it has beein igenerally l^eAieted.idDtat: {i!h^4^ 
fras hotiL, this dft^as deUbeoratelydei^oiiribiited//^ 
day pf the Dogl To this Iq^yr pomt'of bl«ip|iQnioiiq 
ficfiirrility, so teyoHmg to emiy ^nselof vdedeiloy^aad 
piety, oould. the leading mindi&.oMhe xDation^^meqd^ 
;wheii' steeped in the poisoDL of; Infldelity. i - ' i • ra 
Assaults, lik^ thes^, whether, iti cm^vsQi jiibni^ 
Bt mbi^ polished wittit^isms, may :draw.<£prtb tbti 
sflgh of pity and. sorrow, but they are aojfe U bftflftwl 
by^a iG^ly in kind &om those who would folwjf 
their Master's will. The christian . advpc^tQ of p» 
Holy Bible should viiew himself as the.dis^pte of 
Him who has oommandedus not tareiader "railipg 
foir caaling; but c(^trairiwise/ blessing, k^aomlof 
tthait w^ are hereunto called, tha.% Yfe shonR in^h^ 
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i^dileroiag/' ^SnfidelB avcfialivaysflsaibitfirDiBf pmsfidi 
ii^nf:tlfe]n.1>etakethQinselyBd tp the pstb of tka 
soaffinf.^ ,it/wetild bd alike useless fnid oabeooniin^ 
toi;&llqA¥ them/ **Who tka refota a sneer?' bm 
bo^ ivi^keiyT' reianrk^' by* iiie jiidieiouB Vbhef^ 
ndieh ispl^aking ' of i;bel inBVeie&t and aatcastic ai» 
tabkfl.of Qitibon^Qiithe OhidsAian &ith; 
£ n}>iefe us >tabe another view 6f the unfairness and 
^isdionnt^ fio i^hich we refer. We are now nieef^ 
ingibArioofifle} o^osdrsias pfailoadpherdy the name 
&i[:Nvld6h they kr^ <ion»tabtly glorying. Sut true 
philiosDphyj iv'heilitraeittg effects ib their canses^ will 
beea^eful to: djstingttish the rale from the ex* 
skptMi^f and* Hke e!x:6eption froni the riile; to detei^ 
mine betw6f€)n the • legitimate and the spurioiur, 
b^WeeirndPtural results' and those^ 'which are ano. 
dialottis and nimatnraL "The tree is known by its 
ffwts^/' i^ ^ sotind /pfin<3iple in science, ami a beust' 
((ififal idbctrinein theology. It is common ^ense, it 
is^ general es^rience* 

i< We a»k ibr the application of this rule in form- 
^^ a judgment oii the i»'aciical results, the natii" 
tat tencfencies of Christianity. We ask that the 
iirM should be judged hy its fmits; We eask l^at 
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the consequences which can be proved to flow 
from Christianity as the legitimate fruit of the 
system, should be distinguished from those which 
have no trtie alliance with her teachings or her ' 
influences. But this is just what the infidel refuses* ^ 
to do. He exhibits the exception as the rule. As 
if loving to violate truth and right, he holds up '- 
the decayed apple as the only product of the tree, ^ 
arid overlooks the rich and plenteous fruit which 
meets the eyes of every one who has the will to 
see it and to taste it. If he finds among christians 
an example of unhappiness or depression of spirit, 
he imputes to Christianity the misery and gloom 
which it was sent to remove and dispel. This in- 
justice and impiety have at times exposed the in- 
fidel to iriortifying chastisement. " I never saw a 
religious man who was not melancholy," said 
Hume to Bishop Home; to which the excellent 
man replied, ** That, sir, may be very true ; for it 
is enough to make any one melancholy who meets 
with Mr. Hume, and thinks of how he is pervert- 
ing his best talents to rail against the God who 
made him." Would such men judge wisely and 
justly respecting the influence of our religion in 
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reipoving. unhappines^ and disquietude from the 
heart, let them come with us whqre Christianity 
acts itself out most fr;eely ; let them come into our 
assemblies of worship,! and listen to our songs of 
praise to Him who has redeemed us by His blood ; 
and there learn whether our religion makes us 
gloomy. Or if it would be too much for them to 
go with us into a house of worship, let them go 
with us into the wide fields of creation, where the 
SUA shines tp. give life and light to the world be- 
neath .him, where the flowers perfume the air that 
we may breathe it; and let us see who derives most 
enjoyment from the bright scene before us; whether 
the Christian who can say. " My Father made them 
all," and made them for my happiness as I pass 
through this world to a better; or the infidel who 
sees in this living panorama of Heaven's goodness 
only the working of some hidden mechanism oi 
nature, blindly producing its usual round of results. 
. Equal injustice is done to Christianity in re- 
ference to her influence on the peace and prospe- 
rity of communities and nations. We proclaim it 
as, the natural fruit of her teachings and her spirit, 
that she would bind men together in one family 
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of uxxivexsal brother hood, that she would rdndet 
the strong ih» proteetora, not the op^ressc^rs of the 
weak, that she would subdue the bitter passionfi 
of hatred and enry, and drive them from the bo^ 
^qms and the abodes of men. And we have ample 
i:ight to declare that such blessings are the native 
Iruits of Christiaaity ; a right arising from her 
(^oct^npSj, from her precepts, and fr6m what she W 
known to have done when allowed to exercise hef 
sway. Her fixst great command is, M Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy. Grod," and her "second is like 
unto it, Thou^ shalt love thy neighbor as thyiself 
She* ^was uphered into the \j^orld with thd proela- 
mation from the skies, " Glojry to God in the* 
highest, on efixth peace and goodwill to iaien." 
Her own beautiful description of the missidn she; 
came tO' fulfil in subduing evil and enmity among* 
men is in, the fvords, ** They shall b6at their swotds 
into ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks, neither shall they learn war any more;" - 
"the wolf also shall dwell with the lainb and ther 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf, and 
the young lion and the failing together, and a little: ' 
child shall lead them — and the sucking child ' 
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fliall play on the hole of the asp, and tli<e weandl 

ohild shM put his hand on the ebckatrice's drad 

3!h0f JsJiaU laot hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

mduolain." And we elaim that ghe has abundantly 

fal^Ued these glowing predictions, that she haft 

aebially ^•yronght these Wonders of loving kindt»m 

aed peaoe idierev^er we find her disciples he^rin^ 

h^riiianleiaiid biieathing her spirit In her earTiart' 

dafsy and wbeti tehe first spread abroad ii^t donsin*^ 

iitai tiirimgh the wdrld, it was the confession of her 

enkkiies,' "Behold hoW these Christians love one 

anotther.'? 

: iButi hdW have such historians as Htime, V«4-' 

tftitft and Gibbon described her; described Ker m 

hto inifluence upon the peace, the harmony and ikm ' 

beiievol^ice of men and of nations? Their anjmit 

aipusations, their revolting caricatures are but too * 

well known and read of all m^i* The followidisi 

of ,^ Redeemer who came to create peace, pea^ ' 

to him that is afar off and to him that iiai near, ' 

are habitually described as fanatics and incen- 

diaories who make war on the kindest amenities of 

hwaan life, and have drenched the earth wifli 

blood to spread a dogma or a sect. Nero set fire to 

5 
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iComd, and tuwii to arfies the fairest portiojis of 
ihel'City m order to gratify his fiendish love of 
iraeliy and wickednebs'; and although Christifetmb 
were among the foremost m their efforts to stay 
the progresi^ of the devouring element, be axu^uded 
theii of being the incendiaries,. and put them iA 
fteath'in tens of thousands for the crime fal^el^ 
laid to liieir charge. His conduct i$ a striking illna^ 
Iratioii of the treatment Christianity has re6ei«^ 
from infidel historians. Crimes which she coA- 
d^ms, evils which she was sent into the world t0 
Jyrevenft or t^'cur^, have been charged to her at^ 
feount,^ until «he has been made responsible f<^ 
ktrdcities not ' less degrading and repulsive thaJA 
fever stained the pages of Pagan idblatry or Maho- 
inedan delusion. Had infidels carried the saiii* 
thode- of argument into questions of science and 
tetters which they have employed against thte 
Christian religion, they would have been treated 
with ii^rision and scorn. P 

^ ^Farther still: while they have thus disregarded 
the principles of jiistice and the rules of soiXfiA 
reasoning, we have evidence/ that in their prefer- 
iiotis ot infifdelity, they also violate their own con^ 
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VictioiiH of touith. H^MT >v!iis it \rith Hiiiue? He 
)i/{as pleased to be known as ^ the oorrespondent of 
difitinguished divines.v In a letter fiom, Dr. Blair' li 
^.ppears that the subjeeit of his infidelity had beea 
introduced, aad we would hope with becoming prO^ 
testations a^infit it. In hi« reply . he says ** I h^v^ 
lldngiSiiLGe done with inquiries on these subjects an4 
am.beipome ineapableof instruction. I beg that ia 
jbime to oorAe they: may ;be forborne between us/? 
And y<$t, ainxiQus a»>he^was to. exclude tibiese sub^ 
j#cts! ikom his .thdughtsj at,times they forced them- 
selves upon ihion^ and compelled him to acknowledge 
Wis qoaxvietian.of their importance. I do not now 
jjefof to. the -evidence > of it seen in .his uneasy 
Jl^ <5onfused expregsion of countenance, indicating 
^ftPftething more than mortified vanity, whenever he 
bi^ard . tiie n£|.mes Qf such n^en as Campbell and 
3Battie5 Warburton and Hurd, whq had exposed his 
Sophistries .and castigated his impieties. But J 
quote confessions which capie from, liis. own lips. 
i .'.Sorrow, especially at. the. death, of friends and 
pL^ar relatives will, often, at least for the time, so 
4ave vanity and pride from. the heart, that it will 
^pe«ik out it9 real^fe^i^g^^th siiiicerity;. Con- 
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,«Gieu<^ liieA fgaips arsway which, it may ipt faa^ 

rjipQ^Kse^s^f m the >hoTir r of. gladness and self-ocm- 

r.64euce. Sume^so fcilt it Aotwithstanding his weil- 

^^o\yai aimbitiou te be th|d .stoical philasoph^^. 

rjWhen the ^eM^« of hia wjiotherYjieatii. reached] l^iia, 

jPix^ther owing, to compunptipn ■. fqx efforts he had 

r^^a^e to. depriy;e her of her fa|ith in th^ Gospel, w 

to some 9tti^r, c^ftse, |ie was plunged, into the dee». 

^e?t affliction^ , Thei friend who, witneiissed it^ and 

^W^ wished both to wn»oie and benefit h^m, toc^ 

/occasion to ^^y ".You owe this uncommon grief to 

^your having rthcoyn off tl^e principles of religion : 

, for if you had nQ*^ you would have been oonsoJied 

V by. the fiim beUef that the gopd lady, who was 

; pQt only the best, of mothers, but the. most pio^ 

..of Christians, is happy in tha realm ^f the just^" 

,T!q which the sorrowing infidel replied, "Though,! 

j.»thyow out iny speculations to •entertain the leaned 

) and metajphysical world, yet in other things I do 

.not think so differently froni the rest of mankind 

, ^» you injagine," By hi§ own showing then, Hume's 

-hypocrisy was as reckless as it was deliberate and 

V iprpfane; and th^ confeisgion which grief wrung from 

V. him, leaves his name without the slightest claim to 
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second' iLEC^t^k'y^. ^^i 

"respect from any man who values truih and sincerity 
m tilings that are sacrdd. ^*As a madman yiHo 
casteth fire-brands, artbws and death, so is tWe 
man "that deceiveth his rieighl^or, and saith, aAi 

'not T in sport ?'^ Th6 incident is ^ef haps the more 

impressive, as it has been careftilly spread befb^e 

f ... 

^thie public by cine of his relatives in order to saipQ 
i^s name from a still worse ' imputation. 

As another evidence of the moral tarpit\id« 
to which he had reduced himself when treating the 
subject of religion, we may ref^ to an event which 
maAy of his aidmirers h4v« admitted to be a caufee 
of embarrassment and sh^me. '• The mind 6f a youiig 

"^clergyman, Mr. V , belongrng to the church of 

'^^ England, had become perverted by a perusal bf 
Hume's writings. He' felt that having lost hfe be- 
lief in the truth 6f Christianity, he could not^ as a 
man of candor and truth, continue, to preach xta 
^(doctrines. In this dilemma he applied to one^ of 
Hume's friends, who referred the case to Hume hifti. 
self. Saying "You are somewhat bound to give Mm 

your best advice. V •- is a very good-natured, : ho- 

' nest;" sensible fellow, without any fortune. He seeiii$ 
^ ratheJr^inclined not to be a clergyman ; but you know 
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astSwell and bitter than I do how diffionlt it is ^9 
gfeti any foleirable eivil employment. If you shouM 
determine on his being a clergyman, thro\t^ in some- 
thing consolatory on bis being obliged to renounce 
white stoefcings the rest of' his life." • ' 

Hume'replifed '^Let Mr V-^-^, adhei^e to the 6(^ 
<;h^iastioal profession ; fofr civil ismployment for men 
of letters' oan scarcely be found." And he adds, as 
bis jreason for giving this adrice, '*It is putting toti 
gwat a respect ori the vulgar, and on their suipersti^ 
titxnsi to piqi^ onie'is^elf oh sincerity with regard ttf 
them. Did ei^ bite'make it la point of honor ^ 
q[)eak trutii to children dr madmen? If; the thih^ 
were worthy being treated gravely, I should telF 
h^in, that ihe Pythian oraole, with the apprbb^tlori' 
of Xenophon, advised* ev^ry one to Worship the: 
Gods — vofio> 7xoXe&^g. I wish it were still in rhy^ 
powier to be a hypocrite in this particular. The 
comnion duties of society usually iiequire it ; and 
thfe ecdesiastio&l iM*afession only adds a little more 
toVM innocent dissimulation, or rather simulation,"' 
without which it is impossible to pass through the 
wbrld.^'' ^^ 

We are not told whether the young man folio w-^'*^ 
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(^ Ahp imq.ui!ti<Hi9. a4vi<!ie to. sptud a' lifettime of d0i 
fi^ption.a,s a ministeran the ciiurch of Gk)di Birij 
W^! wouJd. foadly hope that, howeven unsorupulouib 
if\^Y tiAvo l)0oa the master who gave it, it inyedved 
too gross a violatiott of truth and of ^fidelity to his 
Qjan^ CGu^cwaae for the di^fciple. to folld w it- « * I 
^t- ,If thi^ was the. fit place for ibe'deqiosis^Ation; 
jye might, gq.pu aiid «pr^ad* before you ooirviii«lng> 
groof?. pf . Hupiiei's di&honesty in his ftir-fkmed '^HisJl 
tpry of Ei?igland/' Hostility to religidny admirdtieig 
9I p^oyal pfeiFogative^ andoppositioa to the rights 
<;>|jtj^. .people] were .pi^dojjiijftant feelings ^ith »hi«i{ 
yf)i^^ hetpFpparpd .tiwit. able ^nd. insidions'wbrk^^ 
^n4 ijifl,der.tlae seayohing iavestigationa.of Bredie^ 
£^d others, he stand^ ooByioted.bfJiiving wiMvllyi 
^blfid,.api4.iA^tilated faojt^ of es^ntij^. importaiicte 
i^,or4er to answer? hi3 i;mwprthy fiftdsc - v' 

^j. jFroiu this painful exhibition i of . insihoeribyi 
cmd dishonesty in, one whom inamy .haveiMong^de*;' 
lighted to honor, let us turn to apojthei! and a veryj 
dj^erent naan, though both noted for their Infideliiy../ 
J^^ us hear the voluntary and delib^mte confession , 
of Rousseau, respecting whom we are told by a^ 
P5^|i> *P!9 nearly ftU^d. to him ia spirit.} 
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, »• HU life wa9Qao long war with p^f-jypught /oe% . .. ; 
' ** Or friends by him self-banished ; for his mind 

**lla4 growji 6UdpCo»^n% teafcctiiary y arid wkbse, n • . . » . : . 1 . 

"for its own eruel sftcrifjc^, the kipd.- , j , : , • . .... 

*• 'Gainst whom he raged with fuiy strange and blind ; 

'■♦'Atldfrotabitti'.oattuev');-' .- •' ■.: » lu /! ,:.-.j 

"A»fr9mtbePythian'sp^ys|ic.c^veof ^or^^ , / '."rv; 

" Those oracles which set the world in flame ; ^ 

*< Kot ceoied to bum till kingdokns ^mrt notmrnt?* • ' ) ([ 



this *^self 1»rtutttig ^Mirt'^ ti!d^r'^^*}d'i» 
"tftterly destroy his inAate sense of the beatttifuli* 
"tiie gtand^ as not to* admire ^it ^vhether h^ $av<^ ii'lft 
-the ofreiiing flower/ the -lofty B^iltttaini'br!*he'pAg:b 
of hisrtbry though it mightlbe tlie page'4:Jf inephliS- 
iion. We cite hie confession *teiiiore iKrillihgly t)€l^ 
oause of the eare which he has himsfelf takeft tb 
T)Mce it on reootd. In his " Emiliu& " or " Tteatise 
of Ednoatioh/' perhaps^ <he leafei eloep<S<!>nableo!f 
^aiU his works, speaking 'a»: if to a feoo or a youn^ 
fiiend wh6m he Would aim to insttucl he gives this 
remarkable! and impressive testimony td the tintJi 
anA excellence of Christianity hnd to the diviiiit^ 
of its author. : < - ..; 

**I will cmifess to yon, thatihe majetrty of the 

-Scriptures strikes me wil^ admfeation, as the ptitity 

of the gospel hath rtSi inflnenee^ on itty heart. Pfei?ttse 
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Ae works of our philosophers with all their pomp 
of diction ; how xi)ean» how oont^mptiWe we they, 
compared with the Scripture! Is it possihle that a 
book at once so simple and sublime should be mere- 
ly the woi'k of man? Is it possible that the sacred 
persona^) whose, history it coataiBS^^hould be him- 
self a mere man? Do we find that he assumed the 
mr[ oC >an7 enthUfeias* w ainhitiws ^Bd:»ry ? What 
:8jv!eetBsea8^rwJ<at purity ia ]m flieirxnersl What a|i 
#ffpptittg gtapafttlitess in hi$, deliypry' What s^b- 
^USttty in hia jaaxims ! Wha* prpfopiad wisdom ip 
4»S( dificQui:ws !, What pjcese^ce^of miAd^ what sub- 
i^ji whftt truth in his replies ! How great ^he com- 
(j|i6ir»4, ovec his .pa9si0ns ! Wheye ie the man, wherp 
(ijxe: philoBc^hi^r, vrho oould bo live;a»d so die, with- 
l(»itii^eaJk»eja» and without ostenftalion ? When Plato 
^Pferib@d hi? im^aginfury good man loaded with all 
'^^ ,$hame of giiilt, yet meriting, thp highest r^- 
iffS^M of virtue, het describes ex^1[ly the character 
^C-Jesiis Christ; tho resemblance was so strikii^ 
that all the Fathers perceived it. 
fill j W^% prepossession, what blindness must it be 
^ ^Qppfipre the son of Sophjroniscus to the son of 
^Wgri? jWhftt' jBWijinfinite disproportion ttiere is Ve- 
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tween them!' Soorates, dying without pain or igno- 
miny, easily supported his character to the la6t; 
and if his death, jbiowever' easy, had not erovvnfed 
his life, it might have heen doubted wh^thler 
Socnrates, with all his wisdom, was anything uldre 
than a vain sophist. He inYented, it is 6aid,'the 
theory of morals. Others, however, had befori? ^Ut 
them in practice : he had only to say what they had 
-done, and rieduee their examples to precepts. Xrls- 
tides had» beein just, before Socrates defined justicfe; 
Leonidas ga^ne up his life for his country, befcte 
Socrates declared patriotism to be a duty; the Sjyir- 
tans were: a sober people before Socrates 'rec<>rii- 
aneoded sobriety-; before he had even defined virttte, 
Greece abounded with virtuous men. Btlt'whei-e 
could Jfesu»lea!^n^ among his compatriotfe, that'pul-e 
and sublime morality of which he only hith givto 
us both precept and example. The greatest \iisdotai 
was made known amidst the most bigbted fan^i- 
cism, and the simplicity of the most heroic virtries 
did honor to the vilest people on the earth. Tlie 
death of Socrates, peaceably philosophizing with 
his friends, appeans the most agreeable that could 
be wished for; that of Jesus, expiring in the midst 
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of; agoQoiiig p^biS) ^.I^u^idd, iusulted, oursedby^a 

whole njation, is the xaost horrible that could.be 

I .feared, Soorates, in receiving the cup <!>f'poisoai, 

]?lesaed indeed, the. weeping executionex wha admi- 

...nifitered it: but Jesus .in .the. midst of. exomoiatjaiig 

...tortures prayed for his merciless tormentors. Yes, 

; .iJ^ the life and .death of Socmtes are those of a sage, 

i;,t^e. life and' death of Jesus a<i^e those of a God. 

.^^hall we suppose the evangelic histiory a maei^e fic- 

.4?ML?! Ind^, my friend, ithear^ not^ the marks iof 

^rfiction; .en the ciontJ!ary,= the^ history of Sooratts, 

jT^hicU nobody pr««umes to daijiljty,i«;not:6o well iat- 

jt^ted aft that of Jesuis Ghrisit. Such.a suppoeisti^n 

in fact o^ly shifts the difficulty without temoyiMg 

Q it, It is; more . inconceivable that ai . number of per- 

j^^ns^ should agree to write .such a ihistcwsy^ than that 

^.OiiiB.oifly should flirnish the. subject ©fitt The Jew- 

ni^h Wthon^ wereincaptibleof the diofeionv arid stran- 

jgeis'tq. the morality eontained in^thd Grospel; the 

>.jjn^rks .of. whose itruth are so striking and. inimita- 

»ble that the inventor wQuld be a more astohish- 

^ i^ oharaqter. than, the hero." . '. ' > 

;^ J , . V)" fe Saul alsQ among the prophete ?" might jnsdily 

i^Jjejip;sk|^ .^ view of th«se Santimients coming from 
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file peri <rf ttie^ imMtevitijgf lR6ii*^6)B^ 
tharfe' VoltttiiriB, E)'Al*tiib<^' Ahd otliei* kffdels b# *y 
day should - haVe Been ^a veked awd' ^ irritafteA ^wiS/ 
him fof haViixg mdd^ ^u€& kftuidiEKikdi Ifer eoii^f;^ 
flibii, that thByt.h!dd aimo^ dis^wtie^ hiin li^to^ U^^ 
mfidil brdthethobd. He ^l^fe^ntsf *e W, aittd^ iitiJ 
vetystrikin^ maA*ie*j thoste ^ttcMg^aigiMii^fe, ife^^ii 
from the internal m^d^ttee^ ori, liehalf Of thl^g^felj? 
Which Ho itogenMtyhd* fe1^*¥'htecto^kM^ fei4f^^^ 
hfe^ackiiowkd^ tba* h^felt tlieii? fote^* 4htf ^0^'Be 
still persisted in ' lii'fldeiity*^' leLnd^ spent his i^bslecjttebl 
life' iii fefib>te triyallip^ttdideStfoy'thiE^'ir^igiM, to 
the^' ^nih' ^' Whfe^ he had b(»ne s^ch ttii^uiv6«tt^ 
fUid ad he bay^,' such hisaTtfelit testimoty. * t '^ ^ < ol 
' Sjibh ptobfe of' ittsintjerity, ^f dellbiB#A*e VMetiai 
to their own convictions, as we httVe'fgi^fl ^M 
iM lives of Huai^ mA Rbn^sfe^ti, might he greatly 
ihuMipiied; and they throw !a darkj dorfc dhade^^^t 
only on Infidelityilbut oa ikify ihftdef himjself, Tlfi^ 
Wtraly a want of kincfety,^ aUd a disregard of iar^th^ 
which if practiced in the ordinary concerns of lile 
Would go Sir to /'batifidh "a mm from rej^p^dr^ahl^ so- 
<siety. lit Jias been :,^aid of Gkibbm, thai Ite^assi^t^ 
Ohristlahity witb tt«e tetnpei^ itf ft man who soug^i 
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^, Tjtkey CH^: uwd^r; a J>i^ th»t would i^xcdude thjBft 
%^i, )pa^ng judgwoat oa a qu^f^loa at is^ue ^ 
^¥1^ figi^.u, an(J ift w. . \n a court ; <>f jiurisicje. Tlmf, 
^Ijtlj^ tb^ Jb)av6 a^par^oaal cmtrqv^^y witht Idw 
^^i^^ and.tliij^ aun to di^cmdit iit at^ a nimsura^if 
sf^£4€^e^ii$0 and self.jijpiifii(?att<». • 
;.v;*^'W^ij'fc«wh'a tenjjpeif apHarettt/'.eaFt^. ttfl T0iif 
^I^W^'W^il^ou^in: hisl^otwra^pix tlje,»i*lij€!ct, "I h^v^ 
%^^.to<jli^eiflefa?Qte qfr their iw^ . 

ot JfJse|Brp40,wi:i^far,Bpsaking olih^ Jifefand.dl^ 
cfiii^rep^ ef):<]iHi;!Savioiur.Mth!tlie igw)»Aw,»nd^lwft 
feonery of a jestar, and-^as^tiing that i/idioulQ k lik^ ' 
|ftrtJ^,tmitb;:I ^^mt »o ana toi^foafm ^e tb^ he 
iftfua iMibelieyer*' . , . . ^ , : .'i i 

y I ^^ I se6 another yirtually cleiiying iM humam tm 
iHPIQiafy m^ one .breathy and mth another defend? 
^'i^ieldci and apologising for lewdneiga <tndadi*k 
l^cr^I ^do not Bjsk if b^ is dis^iafied with thi 

/>:< A^I see a thirds after CK)mpp&ing ja iirork fitdl «£ 
tl^UfM^kf aud deooit oii fiaiesubjfii^ of iiQligsbon, pub^ 
MNakiOf ^t( i^ tbhe w(^d<on the persmaiMonrof hatnitil: 
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heard a voice from heaven. I observe another ex- ' 
plaining away the historical narrative of the Old' 
Testament as arhere mystical representation of the' 
signs of the zodiac. ' I see a late noble poet betray^* 
ing, throughout his profligate writings, ' caprice i 
and vanity; self-conceit and misanthi^opy, together- 
•vv^ith an abandonment of all rtioral feeling. I want' 
no one to explain to me the sources of the nnbeli^ef = 
of such writers. •' 

"I turn to bitr niodern histo!i^ians, and I matk 
their blunders ih whatever relates to 'Migion, their 

I r 

inconsi^ehcies, their misrepresentations, the impu-' 
rities which defile their* pages, their vanity and self-' 
confidence, and the malice and spleen with w^hich 
they pursue the followers of Christ. I ask no fur- 
ther questions. 

" I open the works of the German infidels, and' 
find the index of their true temper in the follies and 
absurdities with which they are content to forsake 
all common sense in their comments on the sacred 
text, and to exhibit themselves as the gazing-stocks 
of Christendom. 

"I cast my eye on the flippancy of the French 
school of irreligion, and see such entire ignorance of 
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the- simple&t poiuts qf religious knowledge, such 
gtoss impurities, coimecte^ with, hlasphemies which 
I'dur© rijQt repeqit; I see , such. au. obvious attempt 
to, confound txuth.and fkkehood on the most im- 
portant^ of all subjects, and such q* bitterness of 
s^riUr ^ Bort of personal rancour against the Christ- 
ian. rMigion and its Divine .founder, as to betray 
ilj^oaielearly the cause in which they are engaged. 
I take ,the confession of one of their number, and 
ai$k: whether., in, such .a temper, of, mind, any reli- 
gious 'question could be soundly determined. ^I 
have, consulted our philosopjiers, I have perused 
their books, I have examined.their several opinions, 
I have fou^d them all proud, positive and dogmati- 
cal, even in their pretended scepticism; kiaowing 
every thing, proving nothing, and ridiculing one 
another.'....,,' If our philosophers were able to discover 
1j?uth, which of them would interest himself about 
it i There is uot one of them, who if he could dis- 
Ignguish, truth from falsehood, would not prefer his 
(fwn error to the truth that is discovered by another. 
Where is the philosopher, who for his own glory 
irould not willingly deceiye the whole human 
lace-'" 
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i-^'^ W^ Q'te awiiife^f tiie show of. ifidigfnant f^Un^ 
wiik .wluch we have been teld, it k not to be en- 
4|u:ed that such authors as BoUnffbtoke, Hume, and 
gibbon should be charged with unfairness and dk^ 
llOQe^ty in their writings. But we haye the fact^ 
^te which speak for themselves, and by every 
ijghteous tribunal they will be pronounced decisive! 
ii^L the case. It is no pleasant labor thus to unma&ii 
og^poseiis. .We would prefer to leave their bonestf 
^mpeached, and to meet them in a fair trial upon 
^^e, strength of their^ arguments. They have noi 
HP ^to blame if We go farther back. Th^y hav# 
%ams(elve3 invited it. They havie themselw piul 
on record the proofs of th^ir insincerity and inoon-i 

sjt$to|ioy« 
: , . We know not inde^ haw far- men may go i» 
dQcoivi^g themselves, and thus at last become less 
djiishpnest because so blinded in their delusions as^ 
to have lost the pow.er to discriminate clearly be^ 
Iftveeja truth and error. A man may so effectually 
destroy his own power of vision as to believe it to 
1^/dark night long after the rising sun has declared* 
H to be daar day. Our Mak^ has made it a fixedi 
law of our being that we cannot persist in abudng; 
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cff. p^nreortjjQg &xxj of the fistcuities he has giYen us 
without la Hw end destroy^ing them. He has afisffitiP- 
«d us that when. i»en receive not the love of truth 
thait they might be saved, for this oau8e he sends 
tbeia sto)ng delusions, that they should b^iev^ A 
Ue« ^^ There is a principle of belief implanted in 
om nja^ture that seeks to avenge itself on the in&de) 
£br, the wrong done to his own soul when he tumid 
amde. from reposing oonftdenoe in Him who is trai& 
itself; and w^ have ekamples constantly occuringf 
to show that when a man has rendered himself 
sfiiQpftiGalaS to Divine Renirelation, he is often left, bjs 
adjust pnnishnuent, t* become tiie dupe of the most 
gaiQgs. absurdities. Indeed th6 most gross delusions 
of unreasoning, blind superstition, have been fully 
equalled by.th© weak eDidtiHty of those who have 
become mo^t deeply involved in the mazes of infi- 
delity. It was daid of the notorious Vossius, who 
difiiicmored the xiame of a- venere^ble father by hi« 
licentious and hard^ESied irreligion, that he stood 
ready to believe any thing and every thing, except 
that the Bible was true; and that his faith was 
generally strong according as the falsehood' was 
glaringly absurds > 
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. Tlvis. discreditable weakness of mind had be^ 
coi^Q so conspicuous and general among the scep- 
tics of Shaftesbury's day, that notwithstanding his^ 
well known sympathy with them in their unbelief,^ 
he. tQlls us in his " Characteristics/' " Por my o^vni 
part, I have evqr thought ^ this sort of m^n. to be iu 
general more credulous, though after another man-, 
ner,. than. the mere Vulgar. Besides what I have 
observed iu conversation with men of this character, 
I can produce many anathematized authors, who,, 
if they are wanting in true Israelitish faith, caj^.. 
make amends} by a Chinese or Indian one. If theyi 
are. short in Syria, or Palestine, they have their, 
full measure in America or Japan. Histories of 
Incas or Iroquois, written by pirates and renegades, 
sea-captains and trusty travellers, pass for authen-^ 
tic records, and are canonical with the virtuosos of. 
thjis sort. The Christian miracles may not so well 
satisfy them; but they dwell with the highest con-^ 
tentment on the prodigies of Moorish and Pagan; 
countries." 

Had Shaftesbury lived in a later generation he- 
ipight have confirmed his remarks by examples seea. 
in high places of power where he would scarcely; 
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Bave expected to find theni. 'Frederick of t^russia 

-I ' ■ - • I • ■ * ' v''^ 

was anxious to be known as the great infidel of his 

time. He seems to have 6ounted it a greater hoh- 
Cf to he the frieiid and disciple of Voltaire than to 
be the conqueror of Austria. And yet, although he 
could fill Europe with the fame of his skill and' 
courage as a warrior ; while he was scoffing at the- 
solemn truths of Christianity, he was the trembling 
dupe of judicial astrology : and the dread oJT a pre^' 
diction uttered^ by a Saxon fortune-teller, to whom' 
he was led by the cravirlg of his nature jfbr some- 
thing to believe, so affected his mind as often to 
reiid^r him utterly unhappy and insufferably petu-' 
lant and tyrannical. 

' But whatever such men may have done by per- 
V^rseness and obduracy ot heart to inipair their 
ptowers of discriminating truth from falsehood, and 
t6 bring on themselves a judicial blindness respect- 
ing the word of God ; none of them can plead that' 
they w-ere " born blind." The innate power of coh-^ 
science, which is given by our Creator to every in-' 
tfelligent being, cannot' be su^bdued except as the 
cbrisequence of long arid repeated vi61erice ; and there 
i^^ a self-evidencing power in the light of 6hristiafl 
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^h;,l^lf?it^,w hwvens, 

,,55rhV?h ji^etk^s , its^ajf iJX)ifi^e of Jess. faif(wn even ^to 
jjh^se yf)^o w^uld tufja'^tW^^y frqiA it ThjBy mw 

3^i,^t>i:ypl or cp»|5ft awjpjy tjie Bible; but they wi^l feel 
^1^^ ij^^^9i^c^ji^ the yery. al^p^plfCT? of a cbristian 

.^;ff^^^^mty. , its moflo^orials ^a^^t thpnji in ;^ver^ je- 

J ^<TOring sabbath^ iiv.every b^usei of public ]yyorship^ 

lip, ev^^y i^|;itutJfA,:wbifih ^?^?^isM§^ 

,^peQpjj9 ^QfX}i,e^^j^^tm ptpagans: andithe^mo^^ 

j,j]v;it]bdu will^ p^^ a 3C^spon?^ tp these signs /rom 

^ j^ayeA ^^i, ^»et . jt fr9iii, without. Hume confesses 

^.je^Bff^X^ing,,}^^ -a? ^l^^ have s^en, that at, tib.e 

^xqqy jtijQf^^ ??^H?'> ^,^ ^^? giWg'Opt his lessens of 

j^ipi^dfdifcy tof tho, jWorW.^ his inmost t;hqughts. in 

j,.|jij[^,|i^iiu:8 o|* ^obf^ety, a^nd re|[ectioa gave a yejry dif- 

^^/epc^nft .tpsjiw.o;p.y. l^itjicb as h^ migM endeavor ^to 

y^ut ixpl^^flL^Aut fropljiis ^ind^ ^h^ro were seasons 

j^ ,\8^1j^, ;hj9 fiflt pqnstrain^^^. to thiixk of it, and to 

,,^ t)^iplf . ^a9 oiihftT. peo|)(le. tjhiought, of ^ its value to our 

j.>srf>rl^i of ,sixii ai^d aor^ow. .But th^e convictions 

.ir^j9jepi)(^ to IjLave Ipeoome inor^ a^fl more faint,, accord- 

>jWSg ^ ^¥, y^^^^ ?.%.^. re^istedj until finally the 

oJ ^9^1 ^^WP^'9f .in^d^lilty: gained ppreme , control 

(^ ,ftf lp^^in|^.w^io had lajbored to cherish it. 



t... J^Vxf 
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'^'' "We have *n6 doubt there were external '(^ctilA. 
stances m the livesof such leadirig' inMels as'#e 

Hiaive^ named, whi6h' comWnedi with ' depravity hi 
iieart to confi5rni them in their hostility to (!?h^fe. 
tianity, perhaps ta emtitter it. There were evexftg 
m ^he fife of Siiihe, which may liave had this sirtfc- 

'^ler miduence oh' his mihd. Srirpfising asit must 
iappear, after hie had betrayed his infidelity," ithd 
when he had 'sO degraJd^d his owii sense bif ri^t 
arid wrong as to write essays Vindicatiilg ^icide 'rfhd 

"other enormities, he twice offered hiiftaself as' a caVi- 
didiate for the dhiair of M^oral Philosophy i Hrs'lfist 
application was for the professorship iii the UhiVfer- 
sity of Edinburgh; and when'he h&,df beenrejticted 
by ^hat venerable seat of learhing, Ak if detertiiihed 
to 1)rave public sentiment, he afterwards applied4(Mr 
the same appointment in the University of GM^goW 
The community were amazed at his hardmbbd rfnd 
presumption iii supposing that an avoWed^ litite- 
liever in Christianity could be chbseii to t^iich 
inorak to the youth of a christian nation. iTe com- 
plained that h6 was treated with injustice, itfas- 
much as lie had published volume after voluine' to 
which ho exception could be taken, and' that e^ea 
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ifdav few pages 'rf'jeprefeetisible matter had escaped 
hiin, iti vra» UTweasonttbte to condemn him on ac- 
GQ|int of ^0 siriaill ^ part <yf ^hat he had written. C^ 
oilB lopcfcasion A^^n h&>tvraa 4hil!? pleading his oWiV 
caiii^e^ (onb' of the company tfepiied' to him " Sit, yo« 
ptit mi3i'iniitiitnd of a 'Notai*;^ -Ftihlic who having 
faoesi oondemil^d to be.huttg for fbrgery, lamented 
tiie^hacdsbipiof his ^^as^ ; that after'having writtisii 
ikiajiy ihoiusaAd ;ittdflfenteite shtetets, he should T)d 
Mnged foroile 'littb:''' ^Happily for th6 c^use 6i 
tboth and of niOTkls,^' the appointment was in the 
ixukd^ of tho»e' who mttld ' not be persuaded to coh- 
misr eiHiei idx^e^ ai W^sphtany Against Grod and' 
His(ih<rfy«>/lroiid^^s' mattfefir^' of small riiom^nt ; and" 
Hui4€|iwa;s shut out' ft6m a place which he go per-' 
tindciDUsly wvfeifcdi but' so little deserved. As might ' 
ba'dxpeot^, the clergy, in* discharge of their duty, 
Mitite both earhebt and indignant in ifesistifag hi^ ' 
ai^p^eations ; and' it is not surprising that a man dt" 
Httme's^'tem^erataent should wish tb visit on reli-^ 
gi0»' itself, tii^'^^etotm^iit which he was not slow' 
to iam>w against its mihi'stera and advocates. '-^ 

oMit may. well be supposed too that the minds of 
b«^^ Hums ^d' OibWuj dspeeially the latter, be- ^ 
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^ their, d^yf^fao^ice M^^vs lOn^.Y^st hat bad; 66 imp];> 
^^^ap4^ ilafide^ty^ pf. .^o^xkjriag iiitelljeot aaid fwroflfc 
g^^tp maiMiers.; .It ^et. th^^fefhioii not onlyap thie 
^Qfld of .gftiety,; ^t ^ii. th^ wprld of philoBbphy. tSq 
^lljciring did Kume%d^hi;6»pQaition,when»he:»ra8'iri 
]^aris, .^hqLt.he{h,a,d^ t«l}(QPg,4w5lirtation; t<>lniai:e iW 
]^[p hpp^^qifornUfe, pfttwil^lapl^ his-aittdfehiponti 
^ hj^ fri^e^(Jft i^^.^cpitj^^i Gril>hftm'sJiQveiof Exftnetl 
^jngi)i:H:|t^^ ,tO{ ,s]i;ifih,:a^,p(i^Won>.that he iprefaitBdi 
y^r^t^ijijg ia tt^e J'xeuf h- . l^UgVli^e^ .rp/thw(;tbato ki^kkl 
Q^yji. ,, ;pfs jC^cJxwjaaj^^ Ift^ m^t witfo.ybitaiiMfe 

Yfts— ;/ V^giliupix . yidi ^t^jptDWi" /etild to '^teith.:^ 
ridipubu^. Iwgtb did;he,;Cftffy. h^ia^d^Pite^'appeatl 
ajt, hojfxe. ^n ey.exy. .^^ng: wp^igli . wa* 7 r^»^l^,; the*- hkJ 
friepd. Mfff p. : Pi»Dqff^M WWk^<i> f^lne/i^ft^^pftend 
Oft .^hq point pf , payf^g, ,ta hjiq, ";Bw't !gi^'QiyQll^8^i* 
s^^^njtucj^ .trqul^e; you dpsjBfy^ tji^ihpnp^ pfoM»^;i|A 
F]ffjpjchma^,'\ It 4s, » i^^jm^Yf^Y pppaf tt«a1^.^ina-li 
tigqi has reached th? IftM^ ^tp-gprof. napr^j (^'^liaftueiH^ 
cy, and tho^QOftt^-gipn^ becpiiias^dQ^ibly d«« 
\<{|jeji,.th^ p9ifpn.pf .iiftpietyMi?<aiit^i^^^WR:i«*^^t^^ 
mygds of \irorafn,^s c^.;^^..;,it.w^s:r<?39aMfciA^ 
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ZBt tibdib time in jhe^Wtexieh. nation ; and.no on^e jean 
pffrase the biograpbiesr of HEnn*^ and Grlbbd^ with- 
^dut permiviii^^ that whenever they aam^^ o\xt'fr6m 
the Uoeniious and briUiant salons of Fdris, they 
-ha^'ft^Uew froin bad to worse. ' » ' 

r ^ iBut among* tlir^Q external, cansoB of the wid^ 
^rdad infidelity which showed itiself not only m 
JinihB amdiGibbant, l)nt a&6 in' many of their cb- 
tefnaiporarieb^'W^'mnstrndt fkil to mention the low 
tstatiB bf ieHgicin Wiitch tiiieit prevailed' to a lament- 
able extenft; It ii» a truth which banndt be too ojQien 
ittfitsebtedoi t6q. solesanly i urgied^ that the strength of 
Qhrastiaiiaty to /^ stiil the enemy and the dvenger/' 
land ^*pnt td ailenoe the lying lips," ik never so irre- 
sistible as when displayed in the purity and iiiial 
tdevotedhess of Christians. When the ohurch ^4ooks 
&rth as'the.lnoiraing^&ir as the moon^ clear as. the 
^h/^^sheis- also ^^ terrible as* an army with baq- 
oierst;'' and gods forward, like her Loid, oonqaetin^ 
and .to'' coiiquer^ If all i€f vreR within, she faal{ 
nothing tx> hex from withorut, ^^ thougii an ho^ 
mixovAd eucdmp ' against her." But widely differeiifc 
hrafi her condition at tbeitinie of which we speak. 
?W4lii the exceptton of a comparatively few redeem- 
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-timiughoilt the wide tetritory: wftiiehL hald^dilo©;Oiia|- 
nad^ihib sway ^* Ghrifitianitiy/ dad: skill ehuonpdtito 
^i^ ]iirder boraiitmo. inBome !lan(k sbewais {dis- 
figured by superstitioi]K»'that btohaghthfl* W6aishij>iii- 
^itslosci afflnity with Ithet ccoupt Tite« ofiPa^aiiisin; 
mn^'in others she tva^ elicrfat^d atidl depares^ed)!^!- 
^i^rvthe "^ight.ofi cdd.iridiff^RcaQicid brlfieoiidiaiki- 
^indaaiiliigi foTmalism. [She rhadnoftiy^feititiiB.viKftd- 
-inoei&f thothujdQing.qiiiid s[hiiiiiiig^4igd[»ts iv^hiMi ^liai^ 
isku^e ifiodseh Ito' isestolre hat (to hearael^* and ; ii^akeUar 
luplto ike dutymdt d]il:'yi«»fvi:epairiegiiev<oiHrxijide^ 
l^tti^nsy birtloflaQQtaking. the ag^t^HsiVeinrdads bibiiEb 
hing^doifi /of datkn^s which. 'are both thddsidebid^ 
jher stircsig^ apd. the; sutq dheahs of inoareasiiigf (jk 
^';Whilei meit aldpt •' in thisi deep <dlnmbery the! toids 
fflf« impiety and imfidielity m^^sown brd^deasiY i^ 
^[iseially thmughoat tibe aaitioiis of ihe OM^W^ride; 
^wad)!!^ muit Idment tihat! aomiDg 'ti(L<c)^e %i/fh6^^ 
i&Qki djeepkig at iibeir posts^ aii iiiaa)wli0>wi^e]di«- 
Jtm^tiished for their official Etatboli and! eixteQsivdi in- 
jftaehce; andyiet^ ik;rheii "weighed in tl^e balanoeB^al'^ 
.finund greatly wanting in the spirit id&tmno&s^imd 
•de^ien withwMdi jthey ought ito; hare tteWil^ 
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the open ehemtes of the faith they were appoidted 
to defend and rindiiate. 

But in whatever degree external circnmstandBS 
ot the state of the times may have inflnenced tte 
ultiiimte views of infidels, it is too plain to be ques- 
tioned, thfit their infidelity had its origin and its 
chief aliment in an "evil heart of unbelief.'^ The 
Bible which they assailed' explains their case airid 
xinfolds their motives, When it tells us *Hh6y loved 
darkness ratiietthan light; because their deeds Wete 
evil ;" " having tkeir understanding' darkened, 'Ite- 
«ause of the hai-dness of their heart, they became! vain 
in their imaginations;" " professing themtstelvesio be 
'Wise, they became fools*" And from the lariguage 
• whioh.the Apostle here uses, describing their amlii- 
rtious desires to be noted for superior wisdom, we ai^e 
) reminded, that, if aiinong the unworthy motives 
which excited their hostility toTeligion therein oile 
which seems to have obtained the greatest aflSC^h- 
•dancy, it is that pfuri^t ambition fd^distinction' in 
• knowledge which was man's first sin against 'fels 
Maker^and iia frequently the last which will yield 
to the power of the Gospei. Like Simon the M&^i- 
. .eiaa, HiB first of theSr race on record in modern' his- 
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' tory, "giviaag out that himself was some great one," 
they were captivated with a desire of exhibiting 
themselves as great; great ia the enlargeicyent of 
. their views, the fearlessness (^ their inquiries and 
the extent of discoveries which they hoped would 
4?v^?:turn the. received belief of former days. 

This dangerous amUtion is peculiarly the be- 

;, setting sin of active minds in early life. Happy for 

! those who, in the formation of first opinions on great 

suhjects, ivre under the influence of guardians and 

instructors whose sober and experienced judgment 

, niay e^vail to chasten these ardent aspirings, amd 

Jmplant in the heart that humility and becoming 

self-distrust which are the beginning of true wisdom. 

Had a wise and timely control, by some parental 

, hand, been exercised over the minds of Hume and 

Qibbiwi, how different might have been their course 

and their influence, in the woiuld! Biit unhappily 

ithey were left to themselves at the period of life 

,:iwrhen the self-sufficiency,, of which we. speaky was 

, jgiaiehecked ; and they iell easy victims to the tem^- 

j.tation of thinking more highly of themselves than 

they ought to think. Hume^ while in ehildhockl, 

,J,o^t:hi$ father, and seems to have met with no one 
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nfho Qm%ie^,km:^smPp. the ^^^f^i^.^^^r? i<f 

aa ,his. frieawip fi^dmi^, wnt?oJje4 hi? t^^t^ |ai>4 J>u^^; 
toit» hefoie he hiwl arjiy;ed s^t; the ,^ge pf',maa:i^iy^ 
ftifeboA's, father l^v^d tg. see. \\ii$,^n growj^^; vfj^^^^ 
floatwed years; aiid,ye^,|OWtfig.tP X^iop-Sa^s^s^jh;^ 
Ifift'the oare of. the boy to in^tructof^, who j|isfji9;lly 
left him to take„?ai;flof .hiiji^flf.^ the.p9JiS9gif)^p(^ 
y^w that .his nwid/ ran Twild, ^d>.th?,,|iij[^m^p t^ 
Piaster, ab^teact tquestJWRs becai^ie,.ia,^p?.ssipi:^jj\vjit^ 

the lad. It k. ^^ol^wh^ly tW ^^^ ;hWt .w W , J^i^tl ^ 
/the i^eeniiieps of,.l^iS;yj3^j;l^n«lc^Rplmg. wjtl;i,,$ji;^e^^ 
ibeyoiadi hisi ^tr^ffth ; , fW4 //his . iipi^d jbecpin|irig. b^t 
audi distorted i^ndier. burdians.iifQip.^whieih^nq .ld\i^ 
iaaad I jfeithfiiil hm4i WTuei tp Jielieve Jhim,. whilp , pp 
•friendly voioerwufi ri*ise4 to rebuke the pxesffTOptjLo|i 
jwhiek 60 overtasked, hi? faqulfties^. Sppakir^g: 9f ,hj^ 
residence i^t Oxj&)rd:«is.q..^tpdientjin M^gdiajefl,. C^p|- 
Jege, wA of the entire Ae^ect with^ whiph he y(^ 
.tfeated by the Prpi£essoi:s,..he tell^.us io his^^Mj^ 
smoir^, "From my childhood I h^ beenfo^^^^f 
religious disputation; i^r bad the elastip sprmg 
been totally :brpl^n by .the weight of, the atnip?- 
|diere of 0?fford, .X\^ bliwi aotivity.of id^j^i^^ss 
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urged me to advance wilhottt amtioiir into the daiii- 

giBrous mazes of controversy; and At the agei of 

sixteen 1 l)ewildered ttiyself in the errors of the 

ufiutcli of Rome/' 111 this way his ilnind wearied 

ns^¥ into confirmed disease; tihd arrogantly eoni 

Mtin^ that no one onght ta believe what hf^ 

«)iiJd'iidt comprehend, he threvr aside^ one ftet of 

?i|tliii6hs aftet another, till he hecaihe self-scJhooli. 

M ^iiili) k Scepticism ttiat grfe>*r with lifis' growth, 

Till^'he rose iobe one of the mo^t ' dangerous fees 

^hict'Ctrlstiknity has ever encountered. > 

''' Ftdm such a neglected soil have sprung up, it 

different' ages of th6 world, rii'ahy of What Sit 

Thbriiais brown' balls "the sturdy doubts and fe>l»- 

^iJerouff objebtidns whereWith the UifthalpjjAAess *f J<)lir 

^kridwledge too iiearly' JEtc^traintethuiS, and whidh 

^ate ta'lje encountered, not in a martial posfcure, but 

Im odr knees." '^^Keep back thy serVant from pi^. 

*^si;flnptu6us sin,^' is the prttyer of the man after ©^d^s 

*toWn h6art; ahd we can scarcely concieivedf any sin 

teore ipresumptttbuls br offensive thah the spirit of 

T)Vide and self-sutecifency With which men have tOo 

often professed to liiquire into the truth of CrOd^s 

^wdrd; The Challenge is addressed t6 all cr^atdd in- 
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telllgeiices; however high, whether of man or of ' 
aiigel, ♦* Gan^st thou by searching find out God? ' 
can'sfe thonfiiid orut' thef Almighty unto perfection? ' 
It Is high as heaven; Vhat can*st thou do? deeper - 
than hell ; what can^st thou know ?" As a fit respdnse 
to the overwhelming inquiry, we may well excloiim ' 
with Paul, ^'Oh the depth of the riches both of the 
Wisdom and knowledge of GTod! How unsearchable ' 
are his judgments, and -his Ways past fifudingout! 
F6r who hath known thfe mind of the Lord ? Ot ' 
who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first ' 
given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him ' 
again? For of him, and -thtough him, and to him ' 
are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen.*' " 
Nb man can be suitably prepared for learning the 
Divine Will, or inquiring itdo it, till he imbibes the 
feeling' ■ portrayed in the sblemn and impressive 
W^rd^ of our Lord, "Verily, I say unto you, whoso- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a llt- 
tlef child, shall in no wise enter therein." ^' The se- ' 
cr^t of the Lord," says the Psalmist "is with them 
that fear him, and he will show them his covenant, i 
The meek will he guid6 in judgment; and the meek ' 
will he teach his way." And as thia meekness, thi« / 
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cl^ildlikQ dociUty is ihfd spirit befitting even the 
gEet^te^t and. the wisest of mm,, wlisen they would 
b^ i;[xade wisjs untp salvation; n^ver does human 
gr.eatness appear so ripe. and. attract ive^ as when we 
find it seated at the feet of Jesus, confessing its own 
w^eakness pnd ignorance, and asking help and wis- 
dppiL from Jiiin whu is the ^^ight of the world. Few 
m&ck have exercised so powerful .a sway among the 
learned around him as Pr. Saanuel Johnson. But 
nqtwithstanding the} high renown M^hich he gained 
for em|nen,ce in literature,, he seems to have his 
highest clain;i to our admiration, when we hear 
hi^ pfferifig this prayer tq God, in which we should 
ali (lesirc to join.: 

J "0 Lord, my Maker and Protector, who hast 
graciously sent me into this world to work out my 
sajviiticMi with fear and trembling, enable me to 
drive firom me all su^h ijiqyiet : and perplexing . 
thoughts as may mislead or hinder me in the prac- 
tice of those duties which thou hast required. 
When I behold the works of thy hands, gi^'e me 
grjice always to remember that thy thoughts are 
ngt my thoughts^ nor thy ways my ways. And 
M^ile it shall please tbwe^ to continue me in this 
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world, where much is to be done, and little to be 
known, teach me, by thy Holy Spirit, to withdraw 
my mind from unprofitable and dangerous inqui- 
ries; from difficulties vainly curious ; and doubts im- 
possible to be solved. Let me rejoice in the light 
which thou hast imparted : let me serve thee with 
active zeal and humble confidence; and wait with 
patient expectation for the time in which the soul 
which thou receivest, shall be satisfied with know- 
ledge. Grrant this, Lord, foi Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen." 
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Learned Men who have embraced Ghristianitj. 



Matthew, ii. 1, 2. 



" There came wise men from the East ; sayings 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? for we 
have seen his star in the East and are come to 
worship him^ 

It is a beautiful idea of the Ancients, that the 
most venomous serpents which infest our earth are 
to be found only in those regions which abound 
with the most sovereign antidotes to their poison. 
Whether this be true or untrue in the world of na- 
ture, it is a principle which prevades the moral 
creation. Evil always has its limits. It never can 
become either perpetual or unrestrained. It some- 
times comes to an end from having in itself the 
elements of self-combastion ; and is destroyed by a 
process resulting from its own nature. At other 

times, by its encroachments on every thing high 

7 
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and holy, it awakens a resistance which overpowers 
and crushes it hy the hands of those whom it had 
ainaed to destroy. To hoth these causes it is per- 
haps owing, that the triumphs of infidelity have 
always heen short, and that in the end it has met 
with overthrows so complete and decisive. ,, l^nt 
friends of the truth who are faithful to every trust, 
will not allow error to live until it may die out of 
its own accord, or perish hy the laws of its own 
nature. However short may he its life, the evil fruit 
which would spring from it, might last forever; 
and accordingly, as you will see from what we are 
now to set hefore you, wherever infidelity has sown 
its. seeds; like the fahled teeth of the dragon, they 
have started up into armed men; men who could not 
he impelled to turn their weapons against each other, 
but men armed in the panoply of truth, to make 
war in its defence and for its wider dominion. 

We qannot he said, in our former Lecture on the 
subject, to have done injustice to infidelity by an 
unfair exhibition of the force it can array in its de- 
fence. We have not raked up from the kennel the 
low and debased who are found on its side: nor 
have we called forth from the dens of pollution, the 
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scurrilous, noisy and reckless rerilers of Chris- 
tianity, who station themselves under the infidel 
banner. We have passed by this motley and loath- 
some host in silence. "We have presented to view 
Only the chosen and acknowledged leaders of in- 
fidelity, its ablest and most distinguished advo- 
cates ; and in our view of their learning and their 
lives, their scepticism and its causes, we have aimed 
to give them full credit for whatever they may 
claim, either in learning or in character. But hav- 
ing thus surveyed the strength of those who have 
set themselves against us, let us now turn to the 
ranks of the learned, who appear under a different 
banner and animated by a different spirit. Their 
banner is the cross, with its motto—" In hoc vin- 
ces;" and their spirit, love to the truth and to Him 
who has revealed it for the salvation of a lost world. 
Let me here observe, that in the array of names 
which I am about to set before you, for the sake of 
arjgument, I will not take into the account* any of 
those who have been known as ministers of the 
Gospel, however they may have been distinguished 
for their scholarship and learning. And yet let me 
not be understood to admit, that as a body the 
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cdergjr ore to be held of rnnall nxoxne^KLt to thj9 cwi^e 

} 9f lettara ^nd; scieno?. I cwmt be accused pf un- 

id^e partiaJity £ou B3^y own profession^ when I claim, 

• that if &e learning of the cleigy w^re to be swept 

away fxoai th^ niflas of huroon knowledge^ it: would 

, l^ava a oha^noi, " a grefl^t gulf that could not .^e 

jpassed over " for generations to come. Even in thut 

i age of the world, when, as a Profession, they w^e 

;f»*r. from' being what they ought to have been, th^y 

,w0xi^ the chiefi if not the sole preserrers of lett^^. 

t" The Dafk Ages " but too well deserve the nai^e. 

.But though they were dark, they were not without 

. ;glaams of light. The .darkness was not . Egyptian, 

.; p., blackness that was total wid unrelieved. There 

were stars, if nothing ratore, in the expanse above us. 

.And it was the clergy, as i& held in remenibranpe 

. by their very name, who kept the light of know- 

;, ledge from utter extiaietien in thart: dreary night of 

; intelject 

Nor are w^ indebted to them only for the indus- 
tiy with which they preserved the materials of classi- 
cal learning, both Gr^ek and Roman. Physical sci- 
I je^jcehas always been largely a debtor to their labors. 
%S\x hundred ,.y(^ars ago, or about the middle of 
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tHe thirteenth century, Roger Bacon gave to tlfe 
%t)rM ills work, which obtained for him the title fef 
'''<4he Wonderful Doctor," in*\*(hich wefind the fi»t 
"movements towards several of thosfe discoveries 
^ which have since revolutionized the feic^ of the 
''^ivilixed world. Long* before guttpowd^r was kiioWn 
"in the art of war, he foretold "a snbstaiiee may Ite 
'i^repared which even in vt^ry small (Jiiaiitities will 
"< produce a loud report in the air, kindle like a ttam 
of fire, ^nd be able to destroy whole ^jft/stles and m- 
Meg." He was the first to teach that ^' we may cut 
^ or shape glasses so that some of fiiem will enFar^^ 
' bbjects, or bring them nearer,' and others will Air 
minish 'or remove them farther; some will make 
them appear upside down, others right them agaih/' 
Here you find the germ of the telescope and micro- 
scope, which kave immeasurably eiilarged the liitti^ 
bf knowledge both in the teitestrial alid ceLastilil 
worlds. To mention only one other suggestion bf 
his busy and prolific mind. *^It is possible," he de- 
clared, " to build ships that might be managed by 
one man, and surpass in swiftness all ordinary ves- 
sels, even if full of rowers. Moreover, a^ kind -o^ 
carriage may be constructed, which without being 
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drawn by horses could go over an incredible space/' 
Th^ steamers and the locomotives, wliich are the 
boasted inveations of our day, are, as you here see, 
only the realization of Roger Bacon's original con- 
ceptjjCMis, the fulfilment of his bold predictions. 
Owing to the darkness of the age in which he lived, 
this far-sighted philosopher, whose diligent studies 
and skilful expefiments led him to discover that 
such powers lay hidden in the bosom of nature, 
barely escaped being put to death as a magician. 
But notwithstanding the suspicions and reproach 
which he bad to encounter; he brought to light 
what may be viewed as the first chapter in that 
long list of scientific discoveries which have ever 
since been in progress, and are. yet to be carried on 
until, every power of nature shall be subdued to the 
services and comfort of man. And yet, though per- 
secuted by his mistaken and narrow minded breth- 
ren, he still avowed himself to be one of the clergy, 
and that he wished to be always known and num- 
bered, as belonging to the sacred profession. Nor 
should I fail, in this connection, to mention at least 
one more example in the history of truth and know- 
ledge, w^here we find the clergy taking the lead. 
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It wa9 mamly to suoJa m«n as Luther and Oaltiii, 
an(i Knox and Cranmer, that we are indebted fot 
that emancipation of mind, known emphatically as 
the Reformation, and which at the close of the 
"Dark Ages" led to new and enlarged riews not 
only, in religion, but in philosophy, and in all the 
civil and social rights which exist between man 
and>m,an, 

But much as tiie clergy have done for the exten* 
sion qf knowledge in every department of learning, 
and maay as are the examples we might cite from' 
them who have stood high in letters as wtell as in 
religion ; we will forego at present all allusion to 
them, when we speak of distinguished scholars who 
have been intelligent believers in Ghristianity. It 
shall not be said, that we derive our testimony from 
men who ace influ^iced by the spirit either of their 
caste or their craft, as the official defenders of Reve- 
lation. We confine ourselves to the laity; -and' 
even then, the difficulty lies in determining whom 
to select out of so great a number of illustrious 
witnesses. 

Afii a prelude to the high names which 1 am 
about to redtci I should perhaps refer to some of > 
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tiie most disiingilished fiages of antiquity^ wUo bbv4 
expressed in stcong axid pathetic language mot oniy^ 
iheir longing desire to know what the gospel teohh-^- 
esy but also their full conviction .that such knofww 
ledge conld^ he revealed to man only by his Maikeii 
ami Presenrear. ^* Athenians," said Socrates, " j'ei' 
must yrait till a personage appear, to teach you how! 
youou^htto conduct yourselTes towards God aadr 
t9wiBn:ds ttiati." "When," he adds f^O,when ihall 
thai period arrive ;" and when asked by AlciWades} 
**Whois he that shall thus instruct mankind?" So* 
crates replied, " It is he who now takes care of you 
and h concerned for you." 

" I have entered the world in sin," said the fiswr** 
filmed Aristotle, " I have lived, in ig'irorance, I die 
m perturbation. Cause of causes pity m:e!" • 

In such affecting language did these venerable 
sages, the philosophers and leading minds of theiif 
day, confess and lament their ignorance of what 
they were anxious to know as moral and imino]H:al 
beings. Such were their heart-felt longings for a re- 
velation of grace and truth from God, which should 
guide thexn in duty while they lived, and give them 
a sure and steadfast hope for eternity when they 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



TKIBB LECTirEH.4 117 

iwA^ Tkey had pursued their diligidiit inqoiii^ 
fetias unaided reason could carry them; btari iu^he 
eridv thky ^' could rather feel after God thaii rfimt 
htna;" aind the more they knew concermiigt Hps 
fwfla^his worts, the more sensibly did they leajlteB 
tfceir need of that knowledge l^rhich they felt cohht 
he Ifeawied only from his word. They Icmged ifoo 
the. Bible, and to know what the Bible rfeveals; aii4 
oduld such men as Socrates now speak froxh/iiieiil 
graves, how would they ptit the hardened ^ imfiddl 
to the ' blush, as they would, rebuke his ira:piety 
and blasphemy in turning his bdck on this pra^ 
cious volume, which they would have gifma:. 
worlds to possess. i " 

i- But leaving behind Us ImdB C9Vered ^iththei 
darkness of pagggaism, let us turn to nations whiohi 
have been visited with the day-spring from on high. 
I;iBt:tLs look at some of the lumiiaaries in letters and 
snience^ who have enjoyed the light of the Gospd^ 
dnd see how they regarded ii 
" The text reminds us that when the Saviour wa^ 
aiiew born babe and cradled in a manger, " Wise 
Bu^ii from the East/'— men devoted to ihe philosophy 
then prevailing, honored and own^ Him as the 
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Desire of nations and the Saviour of a lost world.' 
As we proceed, you will find that the star which a* 
the dawn of the Christian era thus led men of learn- 
ing to the feet of the Redeemer, has not yet disap- 
peared, or failed to fulfil its high office ; and as the 
space to which I confine myself will not allow 
me to enumerate the names of illustrious scholars 
who followed its guidance in the earlier ages of 
Christianity, let us at once come down to times 
more modern and more familiar. 

I will hegin with Poetry ; and the Muse I will 
here, present to your view, is 

" No reeling Goddess with a zoneless waist.*' 

We leave the inspiration derived from so fecu- 
lent a source to those who, in their rihald verse, 
have dishonored the Muse hy the impieties to' which 
they have degraded her. We read from a roll con- 
taining only the names of those who have sung in 
strains which have been equally an honor to poetry 
and to themselves. Has infidelity its Spenser, its 
Tasso, its Watts, its Young, its Cowper, its Scott ; 
or more than all, its Milton, the Prince of Poets, who 
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aGOouuted it the highest privilege of hiB Muse^ that 
she came from 

" Zion's hill— or Siloah's brook, that flow'd fast by the oracle of God." 

Or has the cold creed ever awakened in the science 

V-' 

of music, so nearly allied to poetry, masters who 
h.ave created the rich and majestic melody of Han- /^ 
del, Hayden, Mozart ? Or if we pass to men whose 
polished minds have added to the graces of poetry, 
the sweetest specimens of prose in the whole range 
of helles-lettres ; has infidelity ever produced its , 
Addisons, its Beatties, its Goldsmiths ? Or has it • 
in general literature, a man to place side, by side 
with Samuel Johnson ? 

If we come to the arts ; has infidelity its Chris- 
topher. Wren in architecture; its Raphael, Eey- 
nplds, or West, or Ashton in painting ; its Angelo, 
Ca^ova, or Thorvaldsen in sculpture? 

^; If we pass into the regions of political science 
or ^political rule, has infidelity statesmen, who in 
sound views and wise measures for the welfare of 
natioiia, can equal Grotius, Selden, Montesquieu, 
Raleigh, Burke, Pitt; or a man, we should still 



r f/y Digitized by Google 



laO THIRD- LECTUBB, 

more revere, WashingtoA, to whom I may now ©44 

Cla-y and Webster ? , 

In the nobde profession of Law, can she fuxnisjt^ 

^ ^s with a Blacksto^ie, a Hale, a Someriij a M«jp5- 
field, a Marshall, a Story, a Kent? ,. I 

]^or would I pass by the Medical Profession, in 
which is centred tlie knowledge so important to l^ft^ 
i^nd, health. Much as infidels have claimed frp^ 
spme distinguished members of the healing ^ari^ 
where are their men who can take rank with Ha§ 

V veys Sydenham, Boerhaave, Gregory, Goode, Cqojp^ 

But to philosophy properly so called, they yjould 
perhaps wish to lead us. And ^o be it. We a|;^ 
ready to follow them to any region of learning ;0r 
knowledge. We will go back then to the age wh,^ 
the father of sound philosophy gave the first grea( 
^pulse to the human mind, that has done so m^uf^ 
to free it from the bondage of former generatiQii^ 
Has infidelity a name among his contempora^j^^fl, 
to compare with Lord Bacon ? Or has it among{|^ 
jphilosophers of that century, those whom ii,p9ii 
V rank with Newton, 3oyl«i Locke or Leibnitz? Qjr 
jin later days, has ijt men who in ripe soholar^^p 
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knA deep researches can eqnd Sit W. Jones, I>u* 
gald Stewart, Davy, Herschel, Cuvier, and others of 
^Ual distinction both at home and ahroad, who 
aV6 still living, and whom for that reason, delicacy 
forbids me to mention? 

^^' I might extend this list until I had rendered 
tke x^atalogue wearisome to your patience. But I 
#buld not confine myself to a mere enumeration of 
dames, however great. I would better deserve yotiif 
dttkntion by turning back and showing you what 
fedmd of these meti have done, and where, by itni- 
versal consent, they stand in the world of knowledge. 
*' * Who then was Bacon 1 The name had not been 
^ehdered less illustrious by descending from the 
bleirgyman of the tiiirteenth century to the philoso^ 
]^her of the sixteenth. Lord Bacon was a great libe- 
iiator of literature, from the tyranny of form ahcl 
liheory. The scholastic srules of reasoning whi^h 
fi«td prevailed previous to his day, were to the 
■fhinds of men what the coat of mail was to their 
"bodies, excellent for defencie as warfare was then 
^actised; but an encumbrance to the limbs of a 
*Warrior, and a hindrance to his movements, when 
balled to act for an object, or in circumstances riot 
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foreseen. Bacon created a new era in knowledge, 
by teaching men how to use their faculties with 
more freedom and effect. He did even more in phi- 
losophy than Columbus did on our globe; for he 
not only showed how new worlds of knowledge may- 
be discovered, but also how all their treasures may 
be approached and applied to promote every great 
interest of man. He turned upon the School-men 
and asked, "Is truth ever barren? Are we the 
richer by one poor invention by reason of the learn- 
ing which hets been for these many hundred years ?" 
And if "he found knowledge barren he made it 
fruitful." He not only taught that philosophy should 
be drawn from facts ; but he also showed how to 
use ascertained facts, so as to impart new clear- 
ness, force and value to philosophy. He gave new 
meaning to the ma»xim, that "knowledge is power;" 
and it is from the spirit of life which he breathed 
into learning, endowing it with "a living soul," 
that we have seen her, ever since his day, gradually 
reaching and subjecting one element of nature after 
another to the welfare and happiness of the human 
family. But with all this eminence as a philoso- 
pher, no one ever showed a more profound and 
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iatelligent faith la the Bible than Lord Francis 
Sapon. Among the memorable sayings in which 
his wisdom and learning lie embalmed for future 
genjerations, we find nothing more impressive than 
his prayer, — " Thy creatures have been my books; 
but thy scriptures much more. I have sought thee 
in the courts, fields and gardens ; but I have found 
thee in thy temples." 

. Who was Milton ? , As a poet he had no com- 
peer. Homer and Virgil may share the laurels ol 
antiquity between them, but the higher honor as- 
signed to Milton, in the lines of Dryden, is not to 
. be questioned ; — 

"Three poets in three distant ages bom, 
Greece, Italy and England did adorn; 
The first in loftiness of thought surpast ; 
The next in majesty, in both the last 
The force of nature could no further go; 
To make a third she joined the other two. 

But the podiry of Milton is not the only pro* 
duct of his surpassing intellect which entitles him 

, to the grateful admiration of his race. He was 
among the first and best writers who explained and 

! Tindicated those great principles of civil and reli- 
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1^ tib^ty and iad^endeQfe of our own happy Isfj^i. 
j^e^ I my what he tibougbt of Christiaoity wlwwf 
^V^^^i^o lost " a^d ^' Paradise tegained," ate osie 
0^tii^ued tribute of tever^nce to tb^ great truthfe ^ 
tto ^oapel ? And yet so full to the purpose of aito^ 
kP^ ftb^ctioius of thfi ^cgfieir, are the following mft- 
(^«^§s,^h^t I pannot deny :^yBelf the pleasure i4 
q/M>^e them. ' '' GrcA having to this ead prdalnei 
fei^'gO^pi^l ^ be th^ revelation of his power.. ^yM 
^isdopi in Christ Jes^s/ this is 000 dei>th of ibip 
f^j^^d^, , that he could so plainly .reveal do gtet^ 
pt ^>ea$(|re of it to the groas, distorted apprdaeb)^ 
9^:{of idaQayed ipankind. Let othtts there^one 
4l;#ad and shun the Scriptures for .their darkn^ns^; 
L:^^} w^h I may d^ervta^ to be iwkoned aihoiig 
jibO^e who admijre and .dwell upon tbem for thek 
<[l^rnesfe." : ;; 

; i win next ask who Was Sir Isaac Newtoa^ 
Had; his. theory of light and colors been hiis onljr 
aqhi^yement, he, wbuld; have deserved a high pltoe 
imoiig N^itural Philosophers. But when to thesa 
yim,^Mi not only hi^ aidvances in Mathelniliiimi 
srm^^i but thfi^e vast disGOVdries iii. AstiieaiQiiii^l 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



9HtED LECTURX. MS 

. vhidi r^der w familiar with tbe iaws and TO0f^ 
ments of ilie countless worlds which gnrronnd Dur 
ewn, there is a grandeur attached to his name, to 

* which every one loves to render homage. He seems 
^ have overleai^d, at a bound, the obstacles whi<di 
had arrested the progress of other men in their iti* 
testigations ; and so qniok and vigilant waa hlft 
q)irit of obsinrvation, that from the fall of an apj^l6 
in his garden, he fiDst caught the idea which ex- 
flains the revolutions of sun, moon and stars. And 
yet, no diay was allowed by Newton to pass by 
without refreshing his spirit by a devout perusal 
of some portion from tibe Holy Bible. So greaft 
w^Gts his love and i^verence for it, that he nevw 
would allow an unbecoming reference to be made 
loi it in his hearing, without a solemn rebuke^ 
and engrossed as he was in philosophical purstiitSi 
and high as was the eminence to which they had 
liaised his name, yet he spent some of his best 
4ays in the study and elucidation of the sacred 
Toltime. As if ambitious to place on record hkl 
•upreme r^ard for the Bible, he has told iss^I 
toBUt the Scriptures of Grod to be tire most stibi^ 
Ivnft philGteophy^ I &nd inlore sure marks of au^ 

8 
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tiwntichy in tiie Bible than in any piofimc) hisf 
lory whatever." ' > 

.; Whoiwas Looke? The first man who applied 
the cdaons of philosophy, as set forth by Baeon| 
to- Metapljysioal Silence, exhibiting the {)ow«tt 
iind iawa of the huma.n understanding in a foiTiq 
jyirhich enftbl^d men to know themseiyes. AjxA if 
the. superb structure whioh he reared, has sioioe 
iinde^goiie modifications and changes, we 6vio 
ithese .finiflhing improvements^ to a scholar of ^ 
feoent day, who vie* with his great predeces^r id 
ihe profound homage whioh both render to the 
Iraloe a^inld sadredness of Christil^pity. The' ttetit 
nftony of. Xiooke to the Bible, remarkable for truth 
adMl brevity, and oomprehensiyeness, has been so 
feften .quoted as' to render it familiar to you alU 
^.^The scriptures" he says '^have God for their au^ 
4hor!; eternity for their object; and truth, Without 
any mixture of error, for their subject matter." y, 
i : WhpiWas Sir William Johes?. A master mind 
Qf tthe fil^t order< Though he finished his career 
before he read^ied the age of half a century, he wa4 
^Ufessfsdly the first man of his day in the yarietj" 
.and eictent of his learning. The accoiAplished 
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)mist, and ripe scholar in the la^s and literatuid 
of England, he became the pioneer of Europeail 
learning into the rich and sj^lendid regions c^ in- 
tellect found among the nations of Asia ; and fmak 
their languages and their laws^ their poetry and 
philosophy, he brought tribute alike valuable and 
imexpected to the cause of science and letters. Bat 
when he had made himself familiar with the labors 
of the greatest and purest minds both of Asia and 
Europe ; and with a keen relish fcnr their various 
beauties, could attribute to each their just measure 
of praise ; when he speaks' of tiie Bible, he tells us 
that "the Scriptures, contain, independently of 
tiieir divine origin, more true sublimity, more ex- 
quisite beauty, more pure morality, more impor- 
tant history, and finer strains both of poetry and 
eloquence, than could be collected from all other 
books that were ever composed in any age or irt 
any idiom. The two parts of which the Scriptures 
^sist, are connected by a chain of compositions 
which bear no resemblance, in form or style, to any 
that can be produced from the stores of Grecian^ 
ijfidian, Persian, or even Arabian learning. The 
fa»tiquity of those compositions no man doubts; 
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e«i^,tlm iwureste^^ed p^plic^ pfJb^nfi to eyen^, 
^o^g s^li)Beq^©p1J. to jJwij jputUcation, is ^ soUd 
Ifroi^. pf jbpli^t thiB't they iw^re gemiiae; prp^u^ 
^o)V39ra{i(Jl con3eg,uently irwpired." Not th9-t ^e 
^Ittiamj^itJcjs? <rf tfep diampttd tl^aii: pf the ca^^t 
g^rliiph «aDi»iupd it Tfeo doctriues. pf the BibljB 
^]ff ore. aa, precious to jtiis tiea^rt w. the beauties^ojC ij^ 
jfi^la tw/9rQ grateful to his ta$to. One of the lo^t 
j^flisi iH^rljj/jh dropped ftow bia cujtivatqd piind i3 
^ thet bwijtaf^ : Mil 

. ^ Bpfore.th^ mystic i^tor, h^ei^veQl^.trutrhy 
I kneel in manhood, as I knelt in youth ; 
Thus let me kneel, till this dull form decay, 
' And life's last shade be brightetied by thy ray ; 
f: , > %eA shall my »6ul, now lost in clouds bfelow, 
i,v> 'V . , j^ MithDttt boimd, i^itlont eoaBumiag, glow."- - 1 

,f^'* ^ I- •. ^:- • ) ^' ^ . ' . ^ . ■: 

^ J ^TJaoQiiie to. our own poiintry : I will first pej^. 

^Ti^i ^. nanie whicliy ^ if less, distinguished amoi^ 

Aft l^r««id, i? universally known and recogni??^ 

;fani€^g;.the yrm and gretat of his race. Shall I a£^ 

^wifo vas Washington? or can I ntter the worcjfi, 

jpntiil py?ry one will have answered in the o^ r^ 

j^t^j language, " He was first in war, fwst ip 
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*^eace) and first in the hearts of Ms cotmtrymeii?* 

li biir nation, he is n man standing aion0, bii^k 

^fedesM that oaii belong to none but hiihself* ' ^ 

^inete have been men who Stswid before 'hiiti ik 

''Brilliancy and* quickness df mind, in^ejrt«!rt -4f 

Naming; wheire does be find a superroi^ iatSe 

^feiu^dhess of his opinion on every subject i^iBh fie 

^TOfessed td understarid J fn his accurate judgthe^ 

lisHb "^very thing tvnicAi nlost concerned the i^Sl- 

fare of men and of nations ? Btrt "with I3taf'nt)b!b 

heart and clear head, Christianity was entwindl 

as an element of his life. In his boyhood, its prin- 

ciples were imp^nted Yithii^ hipi by his ^jvidowed 

mother^.w^e .djQ watpbs4.;9y^ hixa, ^j^^^ best 

eartblyvhpp^ l^.nff^,,m^vi:il^ see 

him, i^^heQ; ,^ the head ef^ioKir <iaviiii08,^g)dng from 

the camp to sit down at the communion table, 

'Srllkh a heart all melted over the emWehis of a 

'^ying Saviour^s love; and at thi^ day, wtth me 

rdatives ^lio still Survive him,' is the 'J^Ailiily 

'Bl^le, bearing its many proofs of h6\^ often it h^ 

'I^een perused, and how carefully he hM treastirlJli 

"^'t^e promises wbich sustained liim in hi^ pe^rM- 

1^' d6atM. ' lid' liis varibus Tpublio acts, he "v^db 
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^udiously careful to proclaim his confidence in 
Ctiristianity, not only as his own best hope, hut 
ftfeo as thd only 'hope of the nation. In his ad- 
arfess to the ciVil authorities of the several States 
ftp6n ' disbanding ' the army, at the close of the 
ll^voltttion, he speaks in ihe devout language, '^ 1 
riow make my earii'est prayer that God would 
fii,ve you, and the State over which you preside, 
ffiider hi^ holy protection'; that he would incliii^ 
ftfe hearts of the citizens to cultivate the spirit ot 
robordination and obedience to government, to en- 
fettain a brotherly affection and love for one 
ftifibther, for their fellow-citizens of the Unit^ 
Sifatfes at large, and particularly' for their brethren 
Wiib have served in the field; and finally, that He 
^Miid be most graciously pleased to dispose us all 
is 3o justice, to love mercy, and to demean our- 
i&Ves^ with that charity, humility, and pacilib 
i^mper of mind, which were the characteristics of 
the Divine' author of our blessed religion, ah^ 
^thouit an humble imitation of whose example 
8i 'these things, we can never hope to be a happy 

o*^ You will not be surprised that in thi^ conneb-' 
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tipn I should re^r to one wl^se recent death, l^p^ 
pnade us a nation of jpourners^ and e^t whpse grai/^ 
tjie jealousies and ^ strifes of poJiticaJi party havg 
subsided into one . sentiment of un.iv^rei^l grieijlj 
AVho, was Daniel Webster ? , We all know wherQ 
h^^ stood as o^ man, ^ scholar and a sta^es^ian- Ilf 
had no one above him. If it bplonged to Wash| 
ington alone to enioy undispijted pre-eminenoe ifl[ 
peace and in war, {ind^ in the heart, of the nat^Qrjj 
it is equally truQ pf Webster, th(E).t . Jie had }ffi 
superior in the Seii^te, at the Fprum^.or in tl^ 
Cabinet councils of his country, W|iejieyer >h^ 
spoke^jhigh and low, learned p.nd unleapied, werj^ 
anxious, to li§ten». But nevejr were hiS( lips ivpiffj; 
filled with the majesty c of truth than \y;h^n he w^ 
about to take \eaye of the w<)rld, and jOl^.aJl th)^ 
scenes of his former greatness, ^ot ^, powei; ^ 
his mighty intellect w^s ii^paired by. the. myage^ qI 
disease. He died as he h^ liyed, rthf^, grjeat maiy 
but most and best (>f all^ the hum^e^ Chri^tip^i^j 
When he had stood before the Senate in the plekou 
tude of his strength, as the ackupyrledg*^^ ^ef^ijd^^ 
of the Constitution, he was not more anxious .th^|, 
^f3:.l^^^'^^^. ."^'^ be Strong; and, l^ispiea^g 
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QlefUTi ^aMk he WW in liis \9^t dayfii, when ht 
glftveh^ testimony to tbe truth wd parecwttsi^?^!^ 
^£,the. gospel, wlwh reve^ki ^alvatipft foir; Iqst wasj 
fbrough our XiOxd Jesus Christ. Asalo^tiDg ami 
pfluspiouQuq memoxiflil of the. faith wJiioh ^upj)prt(e>^ 
)hs h^ao^, living, aud dyiug, be director the WQri4s,qi 
gprijj^ture to bo in^carihed ou Im tQmb,^-" LoTd, ' J 
^elievfii. Help thou mine unbeljief ;" and th^r« thfl 
i»S<5rifi1?ioB fitaaads, to be kw^u and: Read o^ ^jt 
ineai t<^ pr<?ve his smcority p-iijd .humilityjas a^ 
believer iu tiw> only begottm Sou of (3ro4- ^ 5 

, Let us fpra roonwnt look ba^k upon the^ejdi** 
liiiKgat^h^ inen ; aAfl to onable jip the nip?e jttptjf 
|q apipri^ajbe the value lOif theii: testiinopy tP Jthft 

trwth of C|hri<^tiq,i^ity> let U8 ob^xv^, .' 

1st That they aaf^ generally ^elwted from tho^g 
porimits^ find prpfpssions wh^ch are best ad8{>ted t^ 
gpLve enlaigement and vigor to the toiderstandingi 
\q forni its powers 1 for sound and. clear discrimim^ 
tiqn of tin;ith f?oin exrox. This, it must be confi^s^r 
fdi i^ P^ habit or. power of niind not always iom^ 
hi the secluded indent, however deep or thoroi^gbt 
his investigations^ Too of^n theory is every thinfi^ 
vfidHh wch wan- The crefLtw>»s of thejir own mindm 
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mk fyeqmn^ff ihe only c«erttiorfd ^lAtk ik^^ rdlSfe 
•Pl^ flte^s of things to the' gr«a* ptirposte bf> 186 
igf^thirt they do not altvuys ^inprehend; to? fc^« 
fo^^ofetemplate. The conseqtienee is, -tfte^r idfB^ 
<»^ifi^"variii'iri their Itha^nkions." Theit^ttHflflS 
kcrtttie tinsoRlhd. Anii ^ froA ^ Jtisfc thik ^ia^fe atft 
feaked meii do' yttn find ihM*lity^gath^tfny''ii? 
Mi^ Ikrorite and most distinguished recruitS;^^ ^A<d 
iWry bne knowis, ivho^ ife ieteqtlaini^ vriiSH tbe^Wfti 
^a^ies of hi^r HUme^ mA RoUsseati^^ l^mSgm 
give you insteii^ after' instanee, .to feho^%oW^8fi 
tfeey reildeted thottiielves' eten ridi*uldUg'%y iheir 
H^ak: credtili€y in the eoric^rttS of ^taMtkV'^^. 
Not «o With th^ toigbt '^lidtblfelSoA of 'Wfl*6Ss8i 
which Christianity brings fbl^^fd to te^ify'^r^^^i 
B^Alfi fidre wb see tidt <toly men trho in Iheir 
di^'were pwdigiesof l^atnihg; tiut w^ ^firidE ' thttsa 
AV^ among them Idio ha^e carried theii^ WfefIS 
stoted = intelleets into the actite concerns of huni^ 
W^>fadre, and hare taken a loading ipiart ih'theiflil 
j^^vemetit n^d governin^nt of mankind; ^in' dli 
ifceir civil, political and sodal relationfe. ' Wd 
l^Td' accordingly shotnai yoa the very choice^ ^irf 
mki, not only &am ilie halid aidd grovel of (Mt^^ 
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I()Sot)by, but focmi tke Bar aad the Bendi, from Ite 
Camp and the Oabinet; inen whose minds wbre 
aecaistomed to weigh in the haulanGeB pf tnatk,. both 
men and tilings;; whotsoHld not only ceai^n tvrith 
cleamesBj but <5oaMad5 with energy ; and r&^lm 
them all, eipeciaiiy from the* best and gn9aille$t/ of 
them all, you have leading advoc^es and ama- 

' ments of 'Christianity* Letmeudd, i ni 

2d; And in the qiiext place, sever&l of tbf se 

* Ifearnedand distinguished men had once, or j at 
•tiines^ been led to doubt, if nbt to;deny«theinBpira- 

< tion 6f the Bible. Their faith in the . Siripfcwires 

' theref6r6^,t wok {&t frehi being the .result of . Unthink- 
ing trti^. It did not come to thpm as a matteq of 

' trfeditioni It was thp fruit of careful in vestigAtij)n, 
and' generally of such InTBstigation, at a peiiiod/ of 
life wheu their facultibs were • well lilatured, ,i^d 

> m the prime of their strength. Sir- Willicim Jones 

' had filled the length and j^readth of the land with 
his name, when feeling his mind unsettled or dis- 
turbed on the question by diflBiculties which had 
been artfully thfowa in his wg^y, he sat down and 
gave all his best powejs< to a careful exajnination 
of the subject;- and became more than ever! a firm 
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r believer hi the Gospel^ and bo lemaiii/ed until his 
('death. The misid of Webster also had bean liable 
i' occasionally to similar disquietude. '^ Phiiosophi- 
i> eal argument/' he tells us, ^^ especially that drawn 
J'^fiv)m the vastoess of the uniyerse, in comparison 
) with the appar^it insignifioance o{ this globe, has 

< sometimes shaken my reason for the faith which 
is in me ; but my heart has always assured aaid 
o^re-Sassured me that the Gospel of Jesus Christ must 
i be a Divine reality;'' and to give lasting evidertce 
'-yof' his final and settled convictions^ he directed that 
^ this declaration should be engraven on hi^ toi^b, 

■side by side with the ¥nord8 already- quoted as a 
^v^ portion of his. epitaph. Notwithstanding Dr. Bep.t- 
;{ tie's ^rong faith in the G-ospel, and his triumphant 
^vindication of it against infidelity, ipwy of his 
^ most intelligent readers have thought he was .de- 
ascribing the oonflict through whicjh his own mind 
^' bad passed, when he penned the beabtiful Uxi^ in 

J* The Hermit,'^ 

" Twas thus, by the glare of false Science betray*d, 
That leads, to bewilder; and dazzles^ to Wind; 
^' My thoughts wont to T^ana, ff6m;sh&dex)nward to sbade^ 

i) • Ddatniatioa befijre me, ^x^d swjtqw behii^d : 
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pjyr, gtmf jetitk^ pi light, ihA^ I cn^i ^ . . ( . , V) 
Thy creature -who &in . hr<)i4d not wander fronf Th^ \, i ,i\ 
Lq^ humbled in dust, I relinquish my pride : 
From doubt and from darkness thou only canst free.*^ 

8di 'We DSieUjrifiirtlibr obs^:^^. that ajudngivtth^ 
learned Tdiom Xn^e h4;re most -pcemiiiiteQtliy fp^ 
ed as faeliermS' in the gcM^d, iam<inaay 'whKkihibimK 
difetingaishoecl theanseires as iimoTatofB int adiaofOdj 
We have oftem.bten told thai if thefwprld/dumld 
spe'4 day whctn the jzumdA of mismeoiild be nejiiuttoft 
fiM)m Ihe trammete df ttaditkni, add whea/reii^eiehanf 
fix usage aad antiquity w^uld yi^ t&.ibBpMiivk 
fme mqmry a£tex{ tmbh^ then the Ili^ie^ ^with^iotirab 
rbn^nants of pwt agias^ ?xnou}d bedisowned^/ 3tt^ 
lis we hair^ seen, that desizctd day ^ iintellitotuaii 
lilbemtiosL ha0 been gtcant^d* to our ivtcarU, wsd liaifi 
bpeti prc^ueed by ihe labors of 8Il<kh^ill(telltsKstlteI> 
relbriiiers as we haTe lieen descffibifiig. They itemi 
mdeed fu frpm making a i^eekleesaancl indisQm)fl£W 
njd» war on thb opinions of those who ha^^lit^nids 
befete them. They did ni>t. repudiate every tbln|p 
thai> was old because it was old. Sut ^hile Jtbjei$t} 
ftlt a deep Ahd bMcKHung. revesenoe icor > the . lean^^j 
iiDg and.forithe In^of foimwdaya; M fw wae^it/ 
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from being the haUt of thdif minds to stibmit 
blindly to the mere authority of antiquity and 
custom, they were the very men who took the &st 
steps which disinthralled the learned world from 
i^lbinidage to long established habite of thought 
ahd digunsent. fio was it especially with iBaooxi^ 
md.iafterwanils with Newton and Locke, in theic 
l e s p o o tive /sphens of study «nd ini^estigfUioii, hk 
BUloftDifliy^ in ^AstEononiy, ia Motophymcs, indeefl 
ttoroiigliDiit l!he whole wide rsA^ of leaming, they: 
bndcB >dowii: ihe barn^cs which frea&.th* dtays ofi 
AriiKtoi^e jhad greatly mstraiiied and hindered frei^} 
dom of -iiiquiry; and they oaaried theiF inyeatigst-l 
tftyisil, withi tt fearless spirit, into regions which iilii 
thoii had) beto ^oixsideved -as^ lilike imhBo^n amL 
forbididMi id man. Thd gmA char dcteristie whicbi 
dislingui^ihed these wondet wiorUng Bdiohii|s .Ixf, 
\!S) atdu uiitdisin«uyed and. ad^ienituDus spirit^ by 
viJBMh they gave laew&rn^ tuid: larger growth to^ 
sbience, ahd 'expioded land exposed the delnsioit^ 
(tfiifdifmer ifiges. But while in their new philasot> 
p^yi thdy graisped a lerex like tikat df Archimedea; 
b|nwhieh they nmved tfa» wovld of learning and 
<^0rtkr€rw «ror after error; what waa the eflfosi 
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of their new powers of reasoning when brought to ' 
bear upon the Bible? It stood before them as it ' 
has always stood before every one who would ex- • 
amine into its truth with sincerity and patient in- * 
dustry. Its stability tad divinity were made only; ^ 
the more manifest by the new tests to which it ' 
was now subjected ; and none among the learned ' 
or unlearned Were more devout believers in its ' 
holy doctrines than the gigantic masters in learn- • 
irig, who seemed to have been born to liberate the 
world from the errors of former ages, and to enlightJ 
en it in the highest attainments of human wisdom. 
4th. We may remark in this connection, thai- 
time, the great test of truth and wisdom, is oon-- 
tinually furnishing new proofs, which show the - 
superior soundness and wider compass of the^ 
learning that is arrayed on the side of Christianity. 
This will be more fully demonstrated as we pro- 
ceed in the lectures we have prescribed to our-^ 
sielves. But we will here cite an instance of it,^ 
which owing to the occurrences of our day has 
become remarkably striking. In the commenta^^ 
ries which Sir Isaac Newton has written on the^ 
Prophecies of Daniel, and on the Apocalypse, he 
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has occasion to spwk of the rapidity with which 
events must be. brought to pass, in order to prepare 
the w^jr for the. universal spread of the gospel at 
th^ time predicted ; and he avows his belief that 
mpn will, discover the means of passing from place 
tQ -place with unwonted speed, perhaps at the rate 
of fifty mUes in an hour. Voltaire in his self-con- 
ceit and hostility to religion scofis at the sugges- 
tiqn, not only as. a contradiction to the principles 
of sober sense and sound philosophy^ but as a proof 
of the bewildering and. entangling injEluence of 
Qbristianity on the mind of a great man. He does 
not question the services which Newton has ren- 
deared to tho cause of philosophy, while devoting 
Im mind to. subjects of science ; but he. professes 
deep regret, to see the enlightened philosopher ren- 
dered a poor dotard by employing his mind in the 
study of the Scriptures. We now see the. locomo- 
tive actually accomplishing as nothing rare or ex- 
tFiw)rdinary ail that Newton foretold; and can 
safely judge which of the two has the best daini 
on our confidence as a man of learning: — Newton, 
tiie humble and sincere believer in the gospel, or 
Yoltaire, the scoffing infidel. 
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' Ndr would we take leave of this incident with- 
Mrt considering not only how strongly it reminds 
m of the fact, that profound learning has been 
g^erally if not universally found on the side of 
Christianity; but also how it illustrates the care 
81^ wisdom with which God in his providence has 
ordered the <time and manner of bringing forth 
many of the best discoveries in science and art, so' 
HM most effectually to confound and put to shame 
tib^ Iboastfiil objections of infidelity.; a wisdom too,' 
lai^hieh, as we hope to show, both controls the 
in^ortant discoveries that are now essentially im- 
ptonug human comfort and welfare, and reached 
men events comparatively minute and inconside- 
rable. It has been remarked as a singular coinci- 
deuce) &at the very same press which Voltaire em- 
ployed at Femey to publish many of his attack^ 
ojfiu Christianity, was afterwards employed at Ge- 
neva (or printing and disseminating the Holy 
Scriptures : and also that an estate which Gibbon 
piii^hased in Switzerland with the profits arising 
fr^m his infidel publications, afterwards came into 
the possession of un owner who employed a large 
portion of the income accruing from it, to aid in 
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cixculating the Gospel, which GLhhqn had,aiidear 
vored to undermine and discredit. ^' This : e^e^ 
oometh forth from the Lord of Hosts, who is ^roiJij 
derful in counsel, and excellent in. working.'* !» 
his inscrutahle ways he employs means both gseft^ 
and small, to 3how that his cau^e^ like hi^ ohuifob^ 
is. foiunded ^- on ajQck, an4 th^t th^ gatcjs of hpll 
shal^ not prevail ag^i^tit." . 

5th. Let me add iu conclusion, that much 9& ii 
may avail to put oppoaers to silence^ wh?ai wa find* 
suf^ ^eu as thos^. we hQ»vQ ennumeraliedi ^vpwin^' 
themselves thq ^i^cere advocates of Christiaikity;} 
we sljiould never forget that the paramount; ofe^im) 
of this Holy Book upon our faith and,, love is 
iof) high and ho^y to he affepted by atiy huiiidO) 
authority, however great or venerable. The ov^di 
of these eminent scholars and philosophers bpr- , 
rowed no lustre from their names, but their names „• 
have derived imperishable lustre from their cr^ed» ; 
The stars c^n impart no brightr^ess to the suii^ 
they can but tell of the eflFulgence and g^ory which : 
belong, to him by reflecting the light which th^y. 
bprrow from him,, and in which they shine. And 
blessed be God, the light which spreads from ^'Tb&i 

9 
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San of Righteousness," oan readi the hearts of th9 
learned and the unlearned, and can '^ turn; theitt 
fdl frdm darkness to light, and from thepotvet 
irf 8atan unto God." In times gone by^ it }m$ 
wrought its wonders of illumination and convey? 
sion, bath "in the household of the Csesars" ft^ 
Imperial Rome, and among the barbarous slavei^ 
of her subjugated prorinces ; and while at this d^y 
it is subduing to the obedience of faith the mighti* 
fest minds, in nations most advanced in knowledge 
and refinement, it is also elevating the poor de- 
graded' African, from ignorance and brutality, and 
giving^him a place among the heirs of immortality 
and glory. 

Had every time-honored name which we have 
placed , before you been arrayed against this holy 
volume, had all the learned of every age and every 
land combined, with one consent, to pronounce it 
folly a^d imposture; still our duty to receive it as 
khe iiispired word of, God, " worthy of all accepta- 
tion,'* would not be the less solemn and binding; 
fetill it would not be the less precious to every om 
who has sins. to be forgiven and ^ soul to be saved. 
Its ^1;rong6st claim to bind the conscieDce aad 
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tnle tbo conduct, is deriyed not only &<mi tbe. ext 
temal evidences of its troth, but from the impriist 
it bears as a part of its own essence, manifesting 
Hself to the heart of the sinner a^ a levelatiim ;Cif 
mercy from God. " Thy word is light," and like 
^e light shining from the heavens, it has a selfi 
Evidencing power, making itself known to every 
dne who has the faculty of sight. It comes to 
men finding them weary and heavy-laden, the 
^hole head sick, and the whole heart faint ; and 
it commends itself to their ease, as a balm smi 
fragrant and fresh firom the garden of Grod, to 
jf^move every variety of woe which sin has brought 
into our world. 

^ Let us turn our thoughts for a moment to this 
aspect of our subject, and see what the gospel h^s 
done and is doing every day, as proof that it come3 
from above. It goes to the house of mourning, 
where the widow and fatherless are stricken down 
by a blow which has . left them bereaved and 
^lone, and it calls them to Him who is ^'a father 
<ef£ the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, in }xi^ 
holy habitation ;" and there dries up their te^rs, 
and shows them how to find peace, which neit}ier 
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cdMth nor rthe grave can take away or impairs ii 
i^terat^e 4ark prison housei^ wherp the victim rpf 
o cruelty ji^nd oppression lies chained and, in^mu.G^d 
,v<ixi his cheerless celli and it spreads a light ^thionj^h 
o.J^ soulf tUi unooasdous of hjis hoiid^, like Pa^il 
9 laid S^aprin the prison at Phalippi, he s^ngp, ^i;a^s- 
;!es to Gtod^ aind turns his gloomy dungepn into, ^j^e 
1 vestihufe -rf heaven. It searches out the J^^lady 
(which man can neither inflict or removj^^ the p^^n 
rof a .oonajcieace awaked to a conviction tof^^n 
.7 9^aij}L^ j&od; and when the tossed and agoni^ 
Conner cajQ. find no door of hope, no lamd ta J^jjal 
^,m^e wid^ wordd around him, |t points h&m to.l^o 

atoning "Lamh of God who taket^ away the^^os 
fTTpf tliejworli;" and at- the sight. of the cross, and 
.ffof.thfi Weeding victipi there, a«ense of forgiviefly^ss 
fe .from (Jod sqattera every cloud, ar^ beconifBs within 
Q^^him a fountain of joy which ev€^ angels never 
^^.felt. M fCpmes to the <heart sick with . the Q^es 
V and OBosses of this worlds sore and faint from >h^mg 

so oftenjpiprced by the broken leed on whic^ it 
£f has leaned; and when the drooping sufferer, Uke 
cjthe patriarch of Uz, would almost "choose ft^aiUg- 
(vj^ ling and death rather than life," it breather ^re- 
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"fresiimeilt and peace into his spirit j and pointing^ 
' the skies as his home, gives patience to 'wait ibr 
the hour when " the weary are at re^ and the 
' wicked cease from troubling." And when thkt 
' last hour has come, the hour which aWaits us, die 
and all, the hour when we must die, and when ¥he 
soul within us, if left to itself, would slirink hafek 
from the darkness hefore it; then doeS the go^el 
' shliie alike hefore the learned and the iinlearhAl, 
' aind brightening the vale before us, till it has chang- 
ed the gloom of death into the brightness of i»inw>r. 
' tality, we become lost in its glory, and exchange 
the sighs 'of pain and fear for the song of Modes 
and the Lamb. * ' ^• 

These are the fruits of the gospel, well fcnoWn 
"^ and widely spread, and to these it makes its high- 
est and strongest appeal, as proof that it conies 
from God. When its Divine Author came iiita 
bur world, he proclaimed both his own charactier^ 
' and the object of his mission, in the heart-touchilag 
^ words — *^ The Spirit of the Lord God is upon nie; 
bfecatise the Lord hath anointed me to pre^ich 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent mefto 
bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
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tbe captires, and the opening of the prison to tbeilf 
that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our &od;i 
t© comfort all that mourn, to appoint unto them; 
thtiut mouril in Zion, to give unto them beauty for' 
a:^es, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
^tBme for the spirit of heaviriess ; that they mightf 
lie called Trees of righteousness, the planting df 
ifce Lord, that he might be glorified/' And in suchP 
d^eds of mercy and loving kindness, his holy word; 
btfs engraved the record of its own divinity and^ 
valtie, throughout all ages and all nations in- 
whieh it has been kno>;\l^tt ; ' not on tablets that' 
might decay and be lost, but oii immortal soulS- 
of. the l-edeemed, ^^'iio are to live forever. And' 
when infidelity would pei^suade us to cast it away ' 
08 delusion and vanity, let her first show us what 
she^has to give us in its room. Let her spread- 
before) us a truthful record of the woes she haS' 
healed, and the joys in life and death whicli she<' 
bias dispensed. We challenge her to the task ; we^^ 
demand that she tell us. where we can find th6^ 
mdow and the orphan that she has comforted, the- 
o|)pressed that shei has relieved, the wounded €OiK«> 
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^pieQce that she has soothed and heaJled^ the. dyings 
tjiat she has made triumphant over death end thd 
§;iiave ; 9,nd if she will undertake to fumisih.such: 
pfjooft of her value to fallen man, we will leavtf 
h^r laboring in the fire, aiming to do what cann^fe 
1|8 ^qm till she has wearied herself out with bet: 
^^ inventions, and we will then qpen a new leafj 
tp.show the fruits of the Gofepel, as a proof that itt 
q()japies from Grod, What we have seen ate hufe 
jgiirts.'Of its ways fo^r the welfare of n^an. a "We eaii; 
j^j^t to the. future of oiix world with a« much.con-ti!. 
fi^nQe ^-s we caixjrefer to the past. Tbt d^yJa 
Qfpiing when the Crospel/will expel from the-findeir 
of: the ^hole. earth: ithe calaHiities which in&dfelity,; 
ajid other foarms of; depravity, have brought on oute 
n>ce^: . when it wiU ^ subdue and calm down/ther 
ejrij j>£^ions of m^n, that with one acoord *^they^ 
shS'U bea* their swards into^ploughsharesy and iheir^ 
spi^girs into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up i 
ssfprd against natiop, neither shall they lear^ wanii 
a^ more ;" when it will so unite them torGjod and! 
.t^eac};]^ other, and §o fill their minds with a fknow-i: 
l^ge of his will, that " they shall teach no imz^ 
evr^ry man his neighbor, and every man hisibrothqiit! 
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saying, Know the Lord ; for they shall all know him, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them ;" 
when even the great and wise of this world who 
mmy now magnify themselves against the LorAi^d 
against Ids Anointed, will hasteta to l^iy fjieir earthly 
glories at the foot of the cross, of their own will 
" casting down imaginations and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought into the 
obedienoe Qf Christ." All this happy change is yet 
to be wrought in our world by the Gospel ; a|^d 
thus, as age follows age, in time to come will the 
proof grow brighter and brighter, that the Bible is 
a terelation of grace and mercy from Heaven. 



] 
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b Cliifistiatnity cMtrasted with Mdelity, jit its mSfMte 
Y' on tke kppbtess of Man in tMs wo(}dJ c 

i; ^- ■• ' . ..• ur;oh, 

r ■ • . ■ . . . . .-,. .<..»; 

. . Proverbs^ xiii. 14, 15. 

: i\.5 .'« ■. ' . . • . • ' '.'..] r. ') 

^1 '*< y/j^ lauO-ofthe wise is a fountain hfMft^ . : . 

'hut the way of transgressors is hardi ^ ' '^' 

e:vl •■ . •••,;■• ,:<L>f'J 

ai }f In a previous leetuie we h^vo dontit^f^d: j%e 
learning arrayed ^amst Ohrktiaiiity, iwithotljftt 
which has been enlisted in its favor and defence. 
We did not confine ourselves to any one branch of 
knowledge; and to whatever department of letters 
and science we have turned our thoughts, we have 
still found the ripest scholarship, the highest stan- 
dard of learning, on the side of the Bible. But be- 
fore we have done with this part of our subject 
we would carry the contrast between Christianity 
and Infidelity still farther. 

It is admitted on all sides that happiness is the 
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great object of human pursuit, one great end of 
man's existence. No one who claims to be a re- 
tional being would so blaspheme his Maker, or' do 
such violence to his own nature, as to deny that 
he was made to be happy. G-od is perfectly bless- 
ed in himself, and '4n his own image made! he 
man." Of course, whatever most efieotuaily and 
really promotes our happiness here and hereafter, 
bears on its face that it comes from God; for iit 
contributes to the fulfilment of His wise aaoid aaaifsr- 
eiful purpose when He called us into being. ;Let 
Us now weigh Christianity and Infidelity in ^l^ese 
balances^ so iar as- may be practicable in a single 
di«;ourse: Let us contrast their respective infiu- 
ence on the happiness of those who. embraced. the 
, one or the other. Nor will we here speak of whlat 
awaits men in the eternal world, when they hme 
passed beyond, that vail which no human eye lis 
allowed to penetiate. We confine our argument. to 
what we can all see, r^peoting which there can be 
no dispute ; and we ask, is the christian or the in- 
fideil the happier man in. life, and at death, evpn 
was there no eternity to follow ? i 

I am the ^lore wiUiiag to take a view of oui 
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i subject in: this light in oTder to meet and refute a 
reproax^h that infidels are constantly casting on 
< Christianity. "We all know how loudly they talk 
^ of the bondage and the privationB which religion 
inflicts on the christian; and how triumphantly 
J they contrast all this imagined misery with their 
I own enlai^ed measure of enjoyment, springing, as 
; they would have us believe, from their rejection of 
'the faith and practice enjoined in the Bible. On a 
question like this, facts well attested should be 
allowed to speak for themselves; we accordingly 
appeal to them, and in evidence of how far infidel- 
ity makes the infidel a ha^ypy man, We will let him 
speak for himself. Let it be observed too, that as 
witne^es on behalf of Infidelity, we will select 
- those with whom the world has dealt modt kindly. 
We will cite these, and those cmly, who, according 
to their own creed, possessed every advantage 
^ which tends to give peace and happiness. They 
' shall be those who not only had wealth a^id what- 
'^ver it could procure, but who had also gained a 
' prize tha;t gold and silver could not buy ; they had 
fame — a world-wide ' fame ; they had station to 
^' which alt around them looked up ; they had an 
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homage piiid to tjiean. for thieix acquijreinents of 
mind, which even princes aoid kings coi^ld not conx^, 
mand< They had everything but religion; every^^ 
thing but what w^ call "tb? ojoe thing needful^" 
but which they c$JHejd the ojie thing needless, anj4 
vain* Let us learn from their own confessions pi 
what avail were their, high attainments to gly^ 
them peaqe and happiness while they lived a^ 
when they died, aaid th^n contrast their state witlf 
that of men who superadded to intellectual disf 
tinotion and high st^ition a firm and controllijf^g 
faith in thQ Gospel. . .^ 

Let u^: glance at some of them when, ^^ *% 
prime of their Mrength and greatness, when 1^^ 
world was ^11 cmiUng. on them with its flatteries^ 
and their lame yet towering at its culminatip^ 
point. It was at such a period of his life that w^ 
will look at Voltaire, apd hear from him, the uttpf- 
N ings of his heart in view of all around him., . j 

" Who " he esxjlaims, " can, without horror,.; con- 
sider the whole worid as the empire of destruction ? 
' It abonnds with murders ; it also abounds with vi^- 
tims. It is a vast :field of carnage and contagioi^. 
Every species i« without pity pursued, and torn,lp 
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pieces through the earth, and air; "and water. Iii 
man f here is more wretchedhess thaii in all the 
otti^r animals put together. ' H^ knr*s life, and y^ 
he knows that he must die. ^ If he enjoys a tran^ieni 
good; he suffers various evils, and is at last devour- 
ed by worms. This knowledge is his iUtril preroga^ 
Kve; other animals havei it not. HiB spends th6 
feransient moments of his existence in difihsing the 
iiiiseries which he suffers ; in cutting the thfortt^ &£ 
h3s fellow-creatuites fbr pay; in cheating* and'b^^ 
Hfieated ; in'tt^bhlhg^and being robbed' j'tn servitf^ 
that he may command, and in repenting^ of aH'hfe 
^6y. The bulk of raanklhd ar6 nothing More Ifchan 
i4'6rowd''bf Wretchte -^Klually orimihai ^aiid tuifeS- 
lunate, andHhe globe contaltts refcther carcases* tJiaai 
m6n. I tremble, in thiB review of this'drdadfhl pi©- 
4;ftre, to find thstt it coiitairii a oomplairit agaitint 
iMtmdenoe itself ; and I wish that Ihad'rieVW 
been born.*' ^ ..wL 

^' Equally gloomy' and disconsolate were the 
Views of Hume while immersed in his infidel phik- 
feophy, as he tells us in the confession : *' Methiidcs^" 
fee says, " I am like a man who, having struck on 
^tetany shoals and quicksands, and natroWly escapi^d 
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shipwreck on passing a small frith, has yet the te- • 
merity to put out to sea in the same leaky, weath- 
er-beaten vessel, and even carries his ambition so ' 
far as to think of compassing the globe under these 
disadvantageous circumstances. My memory oi' 
past errors makes me diffident of the future; the^ 
wretched condition, weakness, and disorder of the ■ 
faculties I must employ in the inquiry, increase 
my apprehensions ; the impossibility of correcting^ 
or amending these faculties reduces me almost to ^ 
despair, and makes me resolve to perish on the bar- ' 
ren rock on which I am at present, rather than 
enter upon the boundless ocean which runs out • 
into immensity. This sudden view of my danger 
strikes me with melancholy, and I cannot forbear 
feeding my despair with all those desponding re-' 
flections which the present subject furnishes me 
with in such abundance. I am first affrighted and * 
confounded with that forlorn solitude in which I 
am placed in my philosophy, and fancy myself 
some uncouth, strange monster, who not being able 
to mingle and unite in society, has been expelled 
all human commerce, and left utterly abandoned' 
and disconsolate. Fain would I run into the crowd- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



FOUETH LECTUBK. 155. 

for shelter and warmth, but cannot prevail upon 
njyself to mix up with^such deformity. I call upon 
others to join me in order to make a company 
•apart, hut no one will hearken to me — every one 
shuns me and keeps at a distance from that storm 
which heats upon me on every side. When I look 
abroad, I see on every side dispute, contradiction, 
a^ger, calumny and detraction ; when I turn my 
eye inward I find nothing but doubt and igno- 
r^oe. All the world conspires to oppose and con- 
tradict me, though ?uch is my weakness, I feel my 
opinions loosen and fall off of themselves, when 
unsupported by the approbation of others ; every 
s^p I take is with hesitation, and every new re- 
fliection makes me dread an error ?tnd absurdity in 
my reasoning — for with what confidence can I 
venture on such bold enterprises, when besides 
tjiose numberless infirmities so peculiar to myself, 
Iifind so many that are common to human nature? 
'I'his intense view of manifold cpntradictions and 
ipfirmities in human reason, has so worked upon 
rfiy brain that I am ready to reject all belief and 
reasoning, and can look upon no opinion even as 
Tfkoxe likely and probable than another. Where am 
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I, or what? From what causes do I derife my 
existence, and to what condition shall I return? 
Whose favor shall I court, and whose anget shall I . 
dread ? What heings surround me, and a» M^hom , 
have I any influence, or who have any influence 
on hxe? I am confounded by all these questions, . 
and begin to fancy myself in the most deplorahle 
condition imaginable, environed with the deepest 
darkness, and utterly deprived of the use of every 
member and faculty." y - 

Let us turn to another, the most polished gen- 
tleraan and splendid orator of his ;day, himself -^ 
noble descent, and so gifted with Vrilliqaicy ;^ 
partis, that nobles and royalty itself sought for,ii^ 
\5Qmpany nt any price; so elevated in authority 
that the destinies of an empire were: -cpmmittedtp 
his hands ; and withal a scholar who drank. freely 
from the fountains of learning and general int^lli- . 
gence. Let u§ hear the urbane, the powerful, the 
envied, hut infidel Chesterfield speak. ; ^ ^_, ,, 

, " I have run," he tells us, " the silly rounds (rf 
pleasure and of business ; and I have dpne witb , 
them all. I have enjoyed all the pleapuref; of thp, 
worl4, and consequently know their fptijity, .afliji ^ 
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do not regret their loss, I appraise them at their 
real value, which is in truth very low; whereas 
those who have not experienced, always overrate 
them. They only see their fair outside, and are 
dazzled with their glare. But I have been behind 
the scenes. I have seen all the coarse puUies and 
dirty ropes which exhibit and move the gaudy ma- 
chines ; and I have seen and smelt the tallow can- 
dles which illuminated the whole decoration to the 
astonishment and admiration of an ignorant audi- 
ence. When I reflect back upon what I hav^ seen, 
what I have heard, what I have done, I can hardly 
persuade myself that all that frivolous hurry and 
bustle and pleasure of the world had any reality ; 
and I look on what has passed as one of those wild 
dreams which opium occasions, and I by no means 
desire to repeat the nauseous dose for the sake of 
the fugitive illusion. Shall I tell you that I bear 
this melancholy situation with that meritorious 
constancy and resignation which most people boast 
of? No. I cannot help it. I bear it, because I 
ttiust bear it, whether I will or no. I think ot 
nothing but killing time the best way I can, now 

that he has become mine enemy." 

10 
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f These wailings of hate and despair are in bo/A 
close resemblanee to the following lines of Syron^ 
that we cannot refrain from quoting them. He 
was d/like eminent in the splendor of his geniius 
f^nd in his hardened wickedness ; and he give^ izs 
(in insight into the desolation of his heart when he 
proclaims in his fascinating verse ; 

''Though gay companions o^er the bowl, 
Dispel awhile the sense of ill, 
Though pleasure fill the maddening soul, 
The heart — the heart is lonely still. 

** Count o*er the joys thine hours have seea, 
L Count oW thy days from anguish free, 

And k;Qov whatever thou hast beeD| 
TRs something better not to be. 

" Nay, for myself, so dark my fate v 

Through every turn of life hath been. 

Men and the world so much I hate, ' 

I care not when I quit the scene." 

«*■'..* ' '* 

i /Thus strangers to ha{)piness, and steeped iP 

wr^tbhednesi during their lives, do we find thes0 

enemies of Grod and o£ the Bible ; and all t)u$ 
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miseiy was preying^ upon them vrhetk they had 
everything to make them happy, except a sanctity^ 
tng faith in the Gospel. Go where they would, d4 
what they wotdd, think what they would, say 
what they would, bitterness was in every cup from 
which* they drank ; they " were like the troubled 
sea when it cannot rest, and the way of peace have 
they not known." 

Let us now tutn from these apostles of Infideli- 
ty to the great apostle of Christianity ; to Paul, the 
servant of God and of his Son Jesus Christ. No one 
can be quoted who was better qualified than Paul 
to form a wise judgment on all questions appertain- 
ing to the happiness and welfare of man. He was 
bom to an inheritance that made him familiar with 
the refinements and even the luxuries of life. He 
was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. -He had 
learning that placed him among the ripest scholars 
of his day ; and he had a vivid sense of whatever 
was most finished and beautiful in the world, both 
of nature and of art around him. His eloquence 
Was so powerful, that m^re than once it awed 
kings and princes on their thrones, and rang alai^ 
into the heart of Ath^is and of Roiiie. > > ^ 
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I But ''what things were gain to him, those fae 

woounted loss for Ohrist;" and while with a zeal 

^Ihat never waxed oold, he consecrated all his rich 

/powers to the salvatioa of lost men, preaching to 

vthem Christ and him crucified, wishing no othdr 

•Moompense than to see them saved from et^oiql 

death, ^nd prepared for immortality, through faith 

in the Gospel ; he was reviled as a malefactor, treat- 

)ed as "the off-scouring of all things/' The World, 

Cor which he labored night and day, had neither 

'i^ealth nor honors, nor smiles, as a recompeoi^ 

49X his toils ; and all that he had, and to whicii 

iiie tould look for happiness in this world or in ike 

world to come, was his rtBligion, his faith in Christ. 

« What does he tell u» eonoendng himself, aa^ 

iflkh^ habitual frame of his spirit ? Was he a sdaran- 

ger to heart*>fe}t happiness as he wmit thiougbiaiB 

mo^t eventful and laborious life? Had he confei^ 

isinns to make such as those we have just heard, 

of inward wretchedness, a disgust with men and 

''things around him that made life a burden? We 

j^l^ail let him, as we have let the others, speak ^fiir 

dumself. As if picturing the experience of the 

I whole christian world, in what he felt witiiin his 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



.FOURTH IiECTUKE. 141 

iokmi heart, he declared, *^ being justified byfeith^ 
we have peace with God, through our Lord Jgssqb 
Christ; by whom also we have access, by fttiA^ 
ih^ this graoe wherein we stand, and rejoice % 
ihdpe of the glory of God. And not only so, but We 
[glory in tribtilations also; knowing that tribolar 
ticai worketh patience; and patience, experience; 
imd experience, hope; and hope maketh not asham- 
M, because the love of God is shed abroad in ocfer 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto mP 
Mordid this elevating hope fail him under the 
iiaaviest of calaniities. He oould speak of perils 
without number which had beset him; '^perils^iii 
the city, perils in the wilderness, perils on the seo^ 
perils by tiie heathen, perils by false brethren ; in 
weariness and painfulness, in hunger and thirst,, ik 
mid and nakedness ;" and yet, under all these com^ 
plicated trials^ he can tell us ; ^^ We ikint not, i» 
,though our outward man perish, yet the inwani 
tm&n is renewed day by day. For our light affile- 
dWn, which is but for a moment, worketh for us^a 
ifiir more exceeding and eternal weight of glory*/ 
olLnd when at last he' is a prisoner at Rome, anfl 
iefels tliat he is a doomed man, thfKtthe scaffold «i 
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the stake lie just before him, hear him tell how he 
viiBWS both the past and the future of his life. 
/M am," says he, '^ now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have foughi 
A good fight, I have finished my course, 3 have 
kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to 
toe <mly, but unto all them also that love his ap- 
pearing." 

N Such was Paul. He drank from the "pleasures 
which are at God*s right hand," and was a happ^ 
Man. If he had trials, he endured them with 
patience, and even deceived them with gladness, 
because sent to him by a Redeemer, who, by means 
of tribulation on earth was preparing him for rich- 
0t enjoyment in heaven. In the darkest cloud that 
oould overshadow his path, there was a bright 
Opening through whioh he could see the glory that' 
W&s above it, and in which he was himself to be 
ainrayed at last as the end of his conflicts- What-^ 
e^er he does or endures, we hear no bitter com-" 
{jimnt from tiim that he had ever been born ; no 
siaUen onslaught upon time as his enemy. Thes0 
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bitter and blasphemous revilings come from thos^ 
who rejected the faith which he embraced; and fronji 
a pqmparisQn of the one with the other, as th,ey 
have themselves recorded their own experience, wflf 
have evidence to show how wretched infidelity 
makes the most spJendid of infidels, and how happjl 
Christianity, makes the most tried of Christians* :, 

To the testimony of Paul I might add that o| 
thou^wds,. to show the influence of the gospel in 
ministering to the happiness of man, while bearingj 
the trialsp or fulfilling the duties allotted to him as he 
nasses through the world. Let us now look fit thi^ 
closing scene. of life, and contemplate the contract 
we there .find between the christian and the infidel^ 

Socrates has defined true philosophy to bet^ 
"^the study of death;" and no one can think Itoi* 
highly of the wisdom that leads us to prepare fm 
death before it overtakes ourselves, and to uiide^^ 
sjkand the lessons it \vas designed to enfoi'ce, whei^} 
we see it in others. The utterance^ that come i% 
us from the brink of the grave, fall on the ear Ukfr* 
a^i echo froiq. the throne of eternity itself. JIqW'-t 
eyer long and, closely the vail of deceit majy hav(»| 
been worn, we e;s^Re9t to find it^ there laid asrid^^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



164 FOURTH LSOTURS. 

fix the man must be so far debased by his wiohed- 
nesS| that little of humanity ean yet belong io him 
who is not awed into sincerity and honesty when 
about to appear in the presence of that omniscieiit 
Judge who *' searches the heart and trie^ > the 
£eins, even to give every man aoeording to his ways, 
and according to the fruit of his doings." Hende, 
notwithstanding the exaggerated importance some- 
times ascribed to death-bed scenes, it is a meuttei^ ot 
. general consent, that death puts the final seal to 
the chaxacter of the man. The observation seems 
not only striking, but just, that like a man's la&t 
will and testament, his diaracter is never irrevoca- 
bly determined till he dies ; and as it appears in his 
death, it generally endures in the estimation of the 
generations that follow him. 

The truth of this is felt by infidels as well as 
by christians; and here we see the reason why the 
enemies of religion are not only so anxious to throw 
around the death scene of the unbeliever, some- 
thing that wears a semblance of composure, and to 
hide ftom the eyes of the world the agonies of his 
last hours; but also, why they so unblushingly vio- 
Jate truth in detracting from the tranquillity and 
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Itvitunph €f dying" christians who have been elto- 
laait for piety, learning and distinguished service 
jito the cause of Christianity. Calvin, the great Rte- 
lEfMme^y died enjoying the most entire peao^ of 
*>mind ; and yet he was represented by his enemies 
,HE^ overwhelmed by despair in his last momei^ts. 
,iathe same spirit were the name and memotyol 
Luther assailed. Baxter, whose praise is in all the 
I churches as an author whose pen has been ihe 
means of eternal life to thousands, enjoyed not mt^y 
? tranquillity, but an unusual measure of joy in-Ms 
, lafet illness. Y^t he was represented as distraobkl 
by sceptical doubts in his death. 
t We should however b^ir in mind, that the laist 
(hours of distinguished christians have not in ill 
cases, and as a matter of course, aflforded that aaji- 
ple evidence of triumph which their friends had ex- 
pected, as the fitting conclusion of their psrevipUs 
career. In an interview between the eloquent 
Whitfield and his friend Dr. Finley, the naemOTa- 
ible sayings of dying christians became the subr 
vject of conversation. Dr. Finley remarked, " Mt 
■Whitfield, I hope it will be very long before yqp 
me called honie, but when that event shall arrive, 
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[ should be glad to hear the noble testimony you 
will bear for Grod." *' You would be disappointed, 
Doctor," said Whitfield, " I shall die silent. It has 
pleased God to enable me to bear so many t^ti- 
monies for him 4iif ing my life, that he will require 
none from me when I die. No, no; it is your 
dumb christians, that have walked in fear and 
darkness, and thereby been unable to bear a tes- 
timony for God during their lives, that he complels 
to speak out for him on their death-beds." The 
observation of the good man was altogetiier too 
unqualified. But the prediction,: so far as it con- 
cerned himself, was folfiUed. 

There afe chri^ians, we may also remairk, 
who firom constitutional timidity, or oihet causes, 
have such a deep abhorrence of dissolution apd> of 
the grave, that they cannot think of dying with- 
out a painful dread. " I a.m not afraid of death, 
but I shrink from dying," was the oft repeated 
observation of the venerable Dr. Livingston, when 
he spoke of his approaching departure; and mAny 
ai sincere believer has sympatiiized with himi in 
his tremulous apprehensiouv of the struggle, when 
soul and body must be severed. It is. also tiue, 
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that men eminent for their religion, have been at 
. times so overwhelmed with a sense of their own 
^ on worthiness, when they felt themselves about to 

•appear in the, presence of the holy God, that th^ 
• wares of unbelief have passed over them in such 
^ strength as to prevent, for a season, that clear vision 
i of the Redeemer's pardoning mercy, which in the 

end has soothed . and cheered them. The well 
C-. known Commentator on the Bible, . Thoimas Scott, 

was an instance of such a conflict in his last days. 
^ But notwithstanding all these considerations, 

the value and the power of testimony rendered in a 

dying hour, no rational man wiU deny. Every im- 

^ partial observer must perceive that there is a vast 

^1 difference between the heaviness that occasionally 

: oppresses the spirit of the dying christian, and the 

. dread horror which, as we ^hall see, distracts and 

1 overpowers the dying infidel. We neveo: find the 

I ciiristian distressed either in life or at death, be- 

5 ea;use he has done iso much to vindicate and spread 

( his religion. On the other hand, the burning re- 

r morse of tiie infidel is because of what he has done 

i: for the cause of infidelity, and of the hardened un- 

. belief with which he has resisted and blasphemed 
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the Bible and the God of the Bible. Tell u§, if yoa 
can, of a christian who has died suffering anguish 
of conscience for having clung to his Bible against 
every objector, and against every objection, and wq 
will give up the argument. That, or any thing 
like it, as all men know, never can be shown ; and 
if we find, that in the truth-revealing, truth-telling 
hour of death, the christian always cleaves to his 
Biblo closer and closer, as his only hope, while the 
iiifidel again and again shrinks from his infidelity, 
and would cast it from him as the ruin of his soul; ^ 
there is argument here which no one can gainsay, 
proving that the Bible is the book for sinful man, 
and faith in its revelations, alike, his duty and 
his safety. 

The argument too is impressive as it is conclu- 
sive. " The chill of the expiring man's hand," it 
has been said, "is remembered longer than the 
warmth of his grasp when in health." The heart 
must be doubly hardened which can be insensible ^ 
to the voice of the dying. We could point out in- 
stance after instance, showing that the once " dead 
in trespasses and in sins" have been made alive 
unto God, when contemplating the happy death 
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of the christian believer ; as the man cast into the 
sepulchre of Elisha, when he " touched the bones 
of the prophet, revived and stood upon his feet." 
The knowledge of these happy results led Addison 
to declare, that "in all history there is nothing so 
instructive as a faithful account of the manner in 
which eminent men have met that trying hour wheii 
they passed from time into eternity." The senti- 
ment of the polished scholar must have been deeply 
impressed on the mind of the faithful martyr, Row- 
land Taylor. When about to suffer, before he was 
tied to the stake, he presented to his son, as his last 
gift, a volume containing the choice sayings of 
those who had been put to death for their faith 
in Christ, as the best legacy he could leave him. 
Few will deny that this memorial of paternal aflfec- 
tion was wisely chosen; and when the weeping 
son saw his father composed and motionless in the 
midst of the flames, with his hands folded, praying, 
"Merciful Father, for Jesus Christ my Saviours 
sake, receive my soul into thy hands," he had 
another example to insert in the highly prized 
Tolume, showing how a christian can die. 

Let us now turn to some of these scenes as they 
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•ie embalmed in the histories of Grod's people. Let 
us place the dying infidel and the dying christian 
side by side. Let us call up, on the one hand, the 
names of men whom we have seen to be distin- 
guished as champions of infidelity; iand on the 
other, the names of those known as intelligent be-' 
lievers in the Bible, and who adorned its doctrines 
in their lives; and let us learn from themselves ' 
what they felt and avowed in the solemn hour of 
death. 

We have spoken of Hobbes, and of the massive 
strength he employed against Christianity. He 
was a man who prided himself highly on his great 
equanimity and self-possession. And how did he: 
meet his death? He lived to the age of about 
ninety years, when a christian would have felt 
himself " full of days,'' " desiring to depart and be 
with Christ." But what does the infidel philoso- 
pher say when he found he could live no longer? 
" I am about to take a leap in the dark," he ex* 
claimed; and so dreadful were his apprehensionsr 
of what he might find in the darkness before him, 
that he added, 'J Were I master of the world, I' 
would give it all to live one day longer." When^ 
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his friends expressed surprise^ telling him that such 
a confession was not what they had expected from 
the Philosopher of Malmesbury, as he loved to be 
called ; he replied in the bitterness of his heart, 
" What shall I be the better for all that when } 
am dead ? I say again, if I had the whole world 
to dispose of, I would give it all to live a single 
diby longer." But that single day was denied him, 
ayxd he was forced to take his '' leap in the dark," 
though it was the darkness of torturing despair. 

With this dread of death, and consuming anxie- 
ty to escape from it even for a day, let us compare 
the dying sentiments of one or two well known as 
preachers of the gospel and ornaments of their pro- 
fession. James Hervey will always be held in 
grateful remembrance by the Christian church for 
the purity and benevolence of his character and 
the value of his writings. He died at the age of 
forty-four, when no weight of years rendered him 
weary of the world, and when every tribute of re- 
spect and aflfection was paid to him by thousands 
who had shared in his generosity, and been edified 
by his labors. When he saw his death approach- 
i^, for from desiring to sttiy in this world another 
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day or even hour, he exclaimed, "How thankful 
am I for death ! It is the passage to the LoTrd and 
giver of eternal life. welcome, welcome. Death ! 
Thou mayest well he reckoned among the trea- 
snres of the Christian; 'to live is Christ, to die is 
gain r * Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.' " 
To these exulting views let me add the triumphs 
of the seraphic Payson. He also died in what is 
usually called the prime of life ; and was surround- 
ed hy a family, and by fruits of his ministry, who 
had every desire to strew his path with flowers, had 
his stay on earth been prolonged. And yet, with 
all these attractions around him to render future 
days desirable, he blessed God on his death bed 
that the hour of his departure had come. When 
he' was asked, " Do you feel reconciled ?'' he replied, 
" Oh, that is too cold. I rejoice, I triumph, and this 
happiness will endure as long as God himself, for 
it consists in admiring and adoring him. I can 
find no words to express my happiness. I seem to 
be swimming in a river of pleasure, which is car- 
rying me on to the great fountain. ^ * * 
Hitherto I have viewed God as a fixed star, bright 
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iodeed, but often intercepted by clouds ; but now 
He is coming nearer and nearer, and spreads into 
a sun, so vast and glorious, that the sight is too 
dazzling for flesh a^d blood to sustain. I see, I se^ 
clearly that all these same glorious and dazzling 
perfections, which now only serve to kindle my 
affections into a flame, and to melt down my soul 
into the same blessed image, would burn and^ 
scorch me like a consuming fire, if I were an im- 
penitent sinner," At a later hour, and when he 
saw dissolution nearer at hand, he exclain^ed, 
" The celestial city is now full in my view. Its. 
glories beam upon me — its sounds strike upon my 
ears, and its spirit is breathed into my heart. 
Nothing separates me from it but the river of 
death, and that appears but an insignificant rill| 
that may be crossed by a single step, whenever 
God shall give permission." 

With si;ich glowing words upon their lips> did 
these eminent saints pass away from our world, 
seaming, like Elijah, to be wrapped into heaven in. 
chariots of fire; and the striking contrast which, 
we find between Hervey and Payson rejoicing in ^ 

death, and Hobbes willing to give a whole world 

11 
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cJS lie eould escape from it a single day longeri hm 
led me to plaoe their names iu immediate proxima- 
cty to leach othw. 

I But we do not here close our recital of exam^ 
^ples that will serve still furtJier to enforce oXff 
•rargnment. Let us then tarn back from Hervef 
,andj Payson, to other scenes which, although they 
jnay he less attractive, are still fearfully instructive, 
f What might have been the feelings of Gibbon, 
<had he known death to be near to him, it is im- 
^possible to say. His biographers show us that he 
pitssed away into eternity without being consdous 
.that he was even approaching it. They relate 
that within twenty hours before he expired, he de* 
blared, that he '\ thought himself a good life for teU) 
twelve, or perhaps twenty years ;" near does it ap- 
pear that he was undeceived till speech had failed 
Jiimi and his faculties were overpowered by the 
^tupor of disease, 

., $ut while we must leave Gibbon to die blind: 
"jfolded as to what lay before him ; and we must 
fear, to utter his wail of agony and despair, whew 
jbeyond that bourne whence no voice ever come? 
\)ack to the human ear ; we can turn to one who^ 
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age," the far famed Voltaire; and in him we wit- 
ness horrors that might well suffice for both. He 
^ftw death coming, and felt the icy hand of the 
destroyer, when day after day, it crept up to his 
beart;' and his death bed was a scene so appalling 
that it has few parallels in those pictures of re*, 
morse that startle and shock us while we survey 
them. As we have already stated, in his coarse 
and virulent attacks on Christianity, his favorite 
and oft repeated expression, when speaking of thjs 
Redeemer, wa/S, " Crush the wretch." No wonder 
that in his last hours, he himself should seem 
crushed beneath the weight of the divine displea- 
sure, as a reptile in the highway lies writhing 
uhder the chariot wheel that has rolled oyer ii 
We well know the pains that have been taken by 
his infidel companions to hide from the world the 
agony of the dying man; but truth has been- too 
strong for theni. There could be no excuse for 
fehuttifig out the physician from the chamber of 
sickness and death ; and he was too honest to con- 
ceal what he knew, and too universally respected 
for his integrity and intelligence, not to be belioved. 
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It was on Voltaire's last visit to Paris, when at 
the zenith of his fame, and when, as previously aji* 
^inted, he was puhlicly crowned at the theatre as 
the idol of France, that he was taken with a he- 
morrhage that terminated his life. He was tliUs 
"^brought into a startling resemblance to Herod, wh6, 
as we are told, " upon a set day, arrayed in royal 
apparel, sat upon his throne and made an oratibk 
to the people. And they gave a shout saying, It 
IS the voice of a God, and not of a man. And ini- 
mediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because 
he gave not God the glory." No sooner had Vol- 
taire felt the stroke, which he was awarei nittst 
issue in death, than he was overpowered with ire- 
^ morse. He at once sent most earnest messages fdteh 
priest, that he might be ** reconciled to the churchf' 
as the phrase is; make confession of his sins, kh^d 
ask pardon of God and man for his scandalous At- 
tacks on Christianity. Diderot, Marmohtel, Con- 
dorcet, and others of his infidel flatterers hast6iiiEid 
to his chamber to prevent a recantation, which th^y 
feared; but it was only to witness his ignominy arid 
'' their own. He cursed them to their faces ; etnd As 
his distress of mind was aggravated by their pre- 
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^en^e, he repeatedly and loudly exclaimed to thec^ 
** Begone ; it is you who have brought me to my 
y^^sent condition. Leave me I say, begone. What 
9i wretclied glory is this which you have produced 
to me !" Hoping to allay his anguish by a writtep 
renunciation of his infidelity, he had it prepared, 
(signed it, and saw it witnessed^ that its truth and 
authenticity might be put beyond question. But 
all such expedients were unavailing to brinjg relief! 
During the two months of life tiiat followed, he was 
tOTtured with an agony of mind that sometimes 
led him to gnash his teeth in impotent rage^gainst 
both God and man; and at other times, in plain- 
tive accents, he would plead " Oh, Christ!? Oh, Lord 
.Jesus!" and then turning away his face, he would- 
cry out that he must die, abandoned of God and 
man. As his end approached, his condition becq.me 
more and more frightful, so that his infidel associ- 
ates were reluctant to approach the, bed of the dy- 
ing blasphemer, while they strove to guard the do9r 
against the entrance of those who uiigh,t becon^ 
fresh witnesses of the revolting ^mgedy. Ev(^ 
his nurse repeatedly exclaimed^ that "for £^11 tlj.6 
wealth of Europe, she would never see another in-. 
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fidel die ;" and his physician, scarcely ahle to en- 
dure the sight during his brief visits, declared that 
the torments of Orestes by the fabled Puries, would 
give but a faint idea of Voltaire's agony ; and that^ 
he ardently wished those who had been perverted 
by the infidel's writings could have been present at 
his death, when they could not have failed to find ' 
an antidote to the poison. Such was the well-at- 
t^sied end of Voltaire. It was a scene of horror 
that lies beyond exaggeration, for those who saw 
ttiost of it, all agree that words are not adequate to 
describe it. 
"" ' Let us now turn to another example of a dying" 
iilfidel different in many things froria that we have 
just conteihplated, but not the less revolting to 
every sentiment of truth and honesty. I have' 
at'^ays considered the death of Hume as described 
by Adam Smith, Dr. Black and others, to be a 
sceiid of the most flimsy hypocrisy to be found on' 
recbrd. It is obvious that Hume^s friends, like those 
of^oltaire, were anxious that he should evince no ' 
ftigtf of misgiving or fear, and should persis-t in Fiis 
infidelity to the last. But both he and they over-^ 
acked 60 fair in the matter, as to betray themselves. 
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They tell us of his great composure; of his utter ; 
unconcern as he sat with them at the card-table,, 
knowing himself to be. on the brink of the grave; . 
hpw he could repeal; the silly jests which he mighty 
h^ve with Charon, the boatman sent according, to^. 
the fables of Paganism, to carry the dead across the ., 
river which was said to divide this world from the 
world of spirits. . . ^ 

Pitiful gossamer covering of what was gojng^on , 
in the breast of the dying man ! Fallen as jppor . 
human nature is, she is not $o far sunk as, this: 

she is neither so blinded or hardened. .She has^ 

/ .'' ■'..• -a 

sympathies that tell of. something better, wa^ it 
nierely ' friend parting with friend, for p* period^^ 
they know not how long, and to encounter, they , 
know npt what. Let us suppose it to be Park or^ 
Ledyard, surrounded with friends to whom they 
were bidding adieu, when about to depart for tbeir^ 
travels in the deadly w^lds of Africa, and from.^ 
which it was doubtful whether they w:ou^d ?evQr 
return. Had they been found up to the hour /ot.. 
their departure, courting some idle laugh over the^ 
gambling taljle, conversing, in silly jests, with those, 
they had cheri'shed as tlieir best friends, every on^ . 
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ivrould Jmye pronounced it an affectation so unnata^ 
xal as to be even indecent.^ And what is dead>h^ 
staking it even as Hume viewed it ? It is a seve^ 
ranc^, perhaps forever, from scenes and friends wherci 
all our enjoyments have rested during life ; it is td 
embark on a dark sea that is to bear us to a shoriqf 
'where all is strange, untried and unknown, and 
from which we are never to return. Suppose, if 
you will, that this is death, and that it leads to 
nothing more. Is it. an occasion on which a dyii^ 
inmif whose, heart ha^ ever felt the ties of fellowf^ 
daip with kindred, or kindred spirits, would be 
£mnd laughing and trifling if he does justice to th^ 
feelings of ^is own. heart? Never. It remini^ 
us of the e^p^dient of the school-boy, who on hia 
!way through the churoh-yard " whistled aloud to 
keep his courage up," In a sciber and rationjac} 
view of it, it can be nothing but affectation, ft 
made to hide som^^thing within very different, froflj 
the frolicsome manner played without. I may apt 
peal to every one, young and old, learned and un^ 
learned, if it is not equally against nature an4 
philosophy, to view death as a frolic, to go to it a| 
we would g0 !tQ a frolici and as Klim^ wished t^ 
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ba^e it believed that he went to his. No mail erw 
4id such a thing honestly. He would have first I to 
obliterate every feature of his own humanity^ im&ffb 
he could find it possible. He may act such a part; 
but it is only acting, and the acting, awkwardly 
pBrformed. 

But we do not so quit the subject. The dying 
man, with all his philosophy, was not able to wea^ 
the mask without throwing it aside, at least, ooca^- 
Wonally. Affectation is always a tiresome tiisfc, 
fi*id especially must it be so to the dying. jAimI 
although Hume during his last days may ha.V« 
]^rsisted in acting the part of a trifler when in the 
J«resence of his infidel companions; there trf^e^e 
others who were habitually near him, and Before 
whom the pangs of his constrained and violated 
Conscience made themselves awfully plain, ^ajdl 
brought his dea,th bed into a fearful ifesemblanoeto 
that of the wretched Voltaire. In the hour of mififc- 
night, and when, as the uncomforted sufferer imaX 
gined, no witness was near who would tdH Hap 
imortiiying tale, he became a different and mo^rfe 
bonest man. He was then, as we are toM, -5^ 
times so convulsed with remorse and fear, that im 
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ttemhVmg&mm GBxmed the yery bed betieatli Mm 
to fihake; his nlDans of mental distress becaniedo 
appalling' aas to. render- it painfal .for his. attendants 
to remain near hiin^ Itnd yet his dread of being 
alone was so igre4t that he would not' allow thdr 
stbsenoe for amomeht. The evideiiee of thisiagoiAy 
in the last hours of '.Hume istfromjthcMse whotod 
no objaot of their own to gain by giving it, . arid 
who are said rievei; to have disclosed the harrow- 
ing soenes till impelled to it by a ^ense of whf/t 
they owed to truth. ; When the ^statem«ntwia8 fii?st 
given to the publioy the friends of the infidel phi- 
losopher were challenged to contra diot it, if it was 
not tnie* They wisely, it seems, remained silent 
oh the subjeet. i 

I have dw«lt the longer on the death of sueh 
men as Yoltaire arid Hmrie, because of their «Gon- 
s{)i(mob£;^plakse in the ranks of infidelity* I will 
now refto to oone or two other names, which, if less 
Dootorious for their writings arid laboiB against 
Christianity, have still repudiated her daims. . 

The famous Talleyrand was pnce a bishop in 
the Gatliolic church, and then an open contemnier 
of religion in all its forms/ seeking office, pointer 
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and wealth under every change of government in his 

country, betraying it is said, all of them ia their turn. 

On the day before his death he wrote the hu- 

.miliating confession, "Beholdy eighty. three years 

have passed away ! What cares ! What agitations ! 
\ What anxieties! What ill will ! What sad oumplioa- 
l tions ! and all without other results^ except great 
- fatigfue of body and mind, a profound sentiment of 

discouragement for the future, and disgust for the 
» past !" Such was the deep and unreliered gloom 

which settled down on the mind of this powerful 

man. during his last hours on eartib. 

The following painful instance shows that the 
'pains of the second death are sometimes felt before 

the first has taken place. To the dread of appear- 
j:ing before the bar of Grod, and receiving judgment 

» at. his hands, is superadded a foretaste! of the suffier- 
!dngs hereafter to be endured^ which renders the 
i: dying unbeliever a fearful witness against himself. 
!- Sir Francis Newport was trained in early life 

to understand the great truths of the gospel; and 
awhile he was yet in early manhood^ it was hoped 
r that' he would become an. ornament and a blessiiiig 
> to his family and nation. The result was fat other- 
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wise. After he arrived at mature years he fell 
into company that corrupted both his principles 
and his morals. He became an avowed infidel, 
and a life of dissipation soon brought on a disease 
wnich was pronounced incurable. When he felt 
that he must die, he threw himself upon his bM, 
and after a brief pause, broke out in the lianguage, 
" Whence this war in my heart ? What argumeni! 
is there now to assist me against matter of facstT 
Do I assert that there is no hell, while I feel one 
in my own bosom ? Am I certain there is no after 
retribution, when I feel a present judgment *? Do 
I affirm my soul to be as mortal as my body, Wlien 
this languished, and that is vigorous as ev6r? O 
that any one could restore to me my ancient giiarcl 
of piety and innocence ! Wretch that I am, whither 
shall I fly from this breast ? What will become of 
me?" Among his infidel companions was one 
who tried to dispel these thoughts, to whom he re- 
plied, "That there is a G-dd, I know, because t 
continually feel the effects of his wrath ; that thero 
is a hell, I am equally certain, having received an 
earnest of my inheritance there already m my 
breast; that there is a natural conscience, I how 
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feel with horror and amazement, being continually 
upbraided by it with my impieties, and all my 
sins brought to my remembrance. "Why God has 
marked me out for an example of his vengeance, 
rO'ther than you, or any other of our acquaintance, 
1^ presume is because I have been more religiously 
educated, and have done greater despite to the 
Spirit of Grace. Oh that I was to lie upon the 
6i:e that never is quenched a thousand years, to 
purchase the favor of God and be reconciled to Him 
again ! But it is a fruitless wish ; millions of mil- 
lions pf years will bring me no nearer to the end 
of xay torments than one pooi; hour. eternity ! 
eteripty ! Who can discover the abyss of eternity ! 
Who can paraphrase upon these words, forever 
and ever ?" 

. Suspecting that his family and friends might 
impute his agony of mind to insanity, he told them, 
"You imagine me melancholy or distracted. I 
wish I were either; but.it is part of my judgment 
that I am not. No ; my apprehension of persons 
and , things is more quick and vigorous than it was 
when I was in perfect health ; and it is my curse, 
because I am thereby more sensible of the con- 
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dition I am fallen into. Would you be informed ' 
why I am become a skeleton in three or four days ? ' 
See now then, I have despised my Maker, and 
denied my Redeemer ; I have joined myself to the 
atheists and profane, and continued their course 
under many convictions,' till my iniquity was ripe 
for vengeance, and the just judgment of God over- 
took me when my security was the greatest, and 
the checks of my conscience were the least." 

Mental distress like this, conspiring with bodily 
disease, his life wasted away rapidly; and when' 
his end was seen to be near, and he was asked if 
he would have prayer offered on his behalf, he 
turned away his face and exclaimed, " Tigers and' 
monsters, are ye also become devils to torment me?' 
Would ye give me prospect of heaven, to make my 
hell more intolerable?" 

Soon after, his voice failing, and uttering a 
groan of inexpressible horror, he cried out, " 0' 
the insufferable pangs of hell !" And with these laist- 
words upon his lips, he expired and passed into- 
eternlt}^. 

Let us now drop the curtain. We have seen* 
enough, full enough to show us bow dark and 
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hopeless is the death bed of the infidel. Let us 
turn to other scenes ; let us see the christian in the 
hpur of death, and learn what his faith in Christ 
does for hiin when he dies. < 

You have all heard of the venerable Bede. He 
deserved the title. He was venerated for his learn- 
ingf,.for the purity of his life, though living in a 
diark and corrupt age; and also, for the confidence 
of his feiith in the promises of the gospel. I refer 
to him, though he lived at a remote period in the 
l^istory of the church, not only because his death 
Afra^ triumphant, but because his last, days and his 
l^fift labors were spent in preparing a translation of 
St. John's Gospel into the Saxon language. When 
death was first seen to be at hand, ^e venera- 
ble saint was engaged in his favorite work; and 
when he felt that he had but a day or two at most 
to live, he went on, sometimes dictating the trans- 
lation to those who wrote for him ; at other times 
refreshing his spirit atud recruiting his strength by 
^ging anthems of praise to God and the. Lamb ; 
and then, as he addressed his remaining energies 
to the yet unfinished ta«k, he would urge, "Make 
ho^te. Write speedily. The moments are precious. 
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My master may call me before the lapse of another 
hour.'' On one of these occasions he was told there 
^as yet hut one chapter wanting, and was asked 
if it wearied him too much to proceed any farther. 
Ho replied, "I cannot be weary of my Master's 
'Work, while I have life to work for him ; but write 
'Speedily, speedily, for my hour of leaving you is 
very near." When told that the work was done, 
iBummoning his last strength, he exclaimed^ " An^ 
is it now done? I bless the Lord that I have 
lived to do it. And now what wait I for ; all 
rs now finished. I desire to depart and be with 
Christ. I desire to see Christ, my King, in hi? 
beauty, as he is, and where he is. Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;" 
and then expired with the doxology still linger- 
ing on his lips. 

Among the Reformers of the church, as they 
ate usually called, I might select many names 
tv^U known for their zealous labors, their extensive 
learning arid their Christian example. When Johi\ 
Huss, sometimes called, " the morning star of the 
Reformation," felt the chain which was to bind 
him' to the stake, placed on his neck, he exclaimed 
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with a smile, "Welcome this chain for Christ's 
sake f' and when the faggots liad been piled up 
around him, and he was asked to " abjure " before 
they should be kindled into a flame, he replied, 
" No, no ; I take God to witness I preach none but 
his own pure doctrines ; and what I have taught, 
I am ready to seal with my blood." The last 
words Luther w^s heard to utter were, " Into thy 
hands I (?ommend my spirit. Thou hast redeemed 
me, Lord God of truth." Melancthon, when 
about to die, was asked by his friends if he wanted 
anything; and he replied, "I want nothing, and 
I am looking for nothing but Heaven ;" and then 
gently fell asleep in Christ. Ridley and Latimer^ 
as is well known, suffered martyrdom at the same 
time. When they were tied to the stake, Ridley 
exclaimed, " Be of good heart, dear brother, for our 
God will either assuage this flame, or enable us to 
abide it." And Latimer replied, " Dear brother, let 
us rejoice and be glad ; for we shall this day help 
to light such a candle in England, as, by God's 
grace, shall never be put out." 

When thQ flames of such martyrdoms had ceas- 
ed to burn, the mantle of these holy men of God, 

12 
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."dying in such triumph over death, has ever since 
(been seen to rest on christians "of like priedotis 
.'faith •' with themselves, and that without disti»c- 
ftion of name or sect. Bishop Jewel was called 
away at a comparatively early age, when he was 
*^ in labors more abundant," as h^ had been "in 
jdeaths oft ;" and he died with the impressive testi- 
mony, " I have not so lived that I am ashamed 
:fco live longer; neither do I fear to die, because I 
r have ,a merciful God. A crown of righteousness 
is laid up for me; Christ is my righteousness. 
? Father, let thy will be done; thy will, I say, and 
?not my wilL Lord, confound me not. Now 
let thy servant depart in peace. Suffer him to 
.borne to thee. Command him to be with the^. 
V Lord Jiesus, receive my spirit." 
; Br. Goodwin, an eminent Puritan Divine, ex- 
, claimed in his last hour, "Is this dying? Is this 
» what: for so many years I have been dreading? 
(Oh, how precious doee the righteousness of the 
f Saviour now appear ! My bow abides in strength. 
^I am robed in his righteousness. I am found m 
Him who loved me and gave himself for me. I 
am swallowed up in God." 
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When John Tenneut wfiis about to leave the 
world) with a peace and gladness which a^e said 
to hare lighted up his face with a lustre like that 
of Stephen, the first martyr, he took his beloved 
brother by the hjand, sayings ** Farqwell, dear broth- 
er ; farewell all that belongs to earth and time. 
Welcome my God and Father. Welcome sweet 
Lord Jesus. Welcome death. Wdcome eternity. 
Amen," Then with a low Yoioe„ he seemed to 
whisper, "Come Lord Jesus. Lord Jesus, coxrm 
quidcly." 

From those of our own times I might tell of 
<Tordon Hall, expiring in the verandah of a heathen 
temple, far away from his native land, exclaiming, 
*' Glory to thee, God," and repeating the word, 
again and again, till his breath ceased. I might 
name the calm and sober-minded Evarts, bursting 
forth at his death in the exclamation, " Wonderful, 
wonderful glory! We cannot comprehend such 
wonderful glory. I will pi^aise him, I will praise 
iiiniu" I might also repeat the brief farewell of the 
lamented Brown, to our world, when he declared, 
"All is well. My work is now done. I have no- 
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ihing before me but to die and go home to my Fa- 

th^'g house/' )i 

|. But in .order to confine this lecture within xf^ 
, jiouable liiaits^ I will conclude my selection frq^n 
,.the pojosteUatixm w^hich shines so brightly ovpr our 
l4aifk world, perhaps I should say that shines so 
^Jjjfigbtly oyer the dark grave, by referring yoyt ofily 
.^i the iollowing illustrious exampjes^ 

i.: The first shall be that of a man who is yf^ll 
V known as aa ,able writer, a wise stat^sman^ af^d 
ithe enlightened philanthropist. "Come sit n^r 

me" said the dying Wilherforoe to one he Icwftd 
;:most tenderly; " Come «it near me. Let me la«^n 
*pn youi Q-od, bless you; my dear* We. shall, wiajik 

no further through this world together; butl Ivipe 
4;W0 ^hall. meet j^ heaven. Let us tftlk of heaven. 
iJ^^.not weep for .me^ dear F- ; do not weep^ fpr 

ilam.y^ry happy, ^ut think of me; and let the 

•;l^h<iugh,t maJ^ you press forward. I neyepf kp^^jw 
/happjbi^s till I found' 0hrist as a Saviour. He^d 

tl^e 3ibleT-*-read the Bible ! Let no religious bopk 
^itake its; plapei Through all my perplexities agid 
j'»dipitress^, I never read any other book, and I nepfpv 

^ew the want of any other. It has beeu ^^y 
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hourly study ; and all my knowledge of the dd^ 
trines, and all my acquaintance witll the expeA- 
^nce and realities of religion, have been derived 
from the Bible only. I think religious people cb 

-not read, the Bible enough. Books about religio^ 
may be useful enough, but they will not do iniste^ 
of the simple truth of the Bible." Alluding to tlie 
regret usually feJt at parting ^'Wifli friends j **N6- 

■• thing," said he, " convinces me iiiote of tie re- 
ality of the change within me, than the feelinj;^ 
with whidi I can contemplate a separation froiu 
niy family. I now feel so weaiiiad from earth, my 

' affections so much in heaven, that I can leave you 
all without regret ; yet I do not love you less, but 
God more." 

Among the valued friends of Wilb^foroe was a 
lady whose name has become a household woM 
among all classes of the intelligent, and the good, 
who lived to the advanced age of mor^ than four- 
score years, and during that long life was held in 
highest honor by those of her day who were dfe- 
ttnguished for rank and learning. I mean the gift- 
ed Hannah More. When she was drawing ni^h 

'to her latter end, the Bible, "and especially tfee 
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Psalms, were her constant delight; when her 
Hhength was exhausted hy her severe pains, she 
seemed refreshed hy hearing them read to her, ex- 
claiming frequently as she listened, "How heauti-' 
fa] I How sweet ! How reviving !" When pressed 
down to the verge of the grave by her disease, she 
eiclaimed, "What can I do; rather let me say,' 
what can I not do with Christ ? I know that my 
Redeemer liveth. Happy, happy are those who 
expect to be together in a better World. The 
thought of that world lifts the mind above itself. 
To go to heaven — ^think what that is. To go to 
my Saviour who died that I might live. glori- 
ous grave ! My God, my God, I bless thy holy 
name. Lord, I believe, I do believe 'with all the 
powers of my weak, sinful heart. Lord Jesus, look 
down upon me from thy holy habitation. Support 
me in the trying hour before me, when most I shall 
need it. It is a glorious thing to die. the love 
(rf Christ ; the love of Christ !" ' 

Let me next advert to one who was famed for ' 
talents of an order peculiar to himself. The semi- " 
fafeiilous storj' of a mysterious stranger, requiring 
Mb'zart to compose a requiem for himself as his ^ 
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last work, is well known to those who are ao-^; 
quaijited with his history and his music. . In the , 
touching language of his biographer we are told 
that when the piece was completed, "He threw, 
l^imself back on his couch faint and exhausted- i 
His countenance was pale and emaciated; yet^ 
there was a strange fire in his eye, ^nd the light;; 
of gratified joy on his brow that told of success,, 
His task was finished, and the melody, even to his \ 
exquisite sensibility, was perfect. It had occupied - 
him for weeks ; and though his form was wasted , 
by disease, yet the spirit seemed to acquire more 
vigor, and already claim kindred to immortality — 
for oft as the sound of his own composition stol^ 
on his ear, it bore an unearthly sweetn^s that was.^t 
to himj too truly a warning of his future and fast 
coming doom. Now it was finished, ajid for the - 
first time for many weeks, he sank into a quiet ^^fui ■, 
refreshing slumber. A slight noise in the ^pairtr..: 
ment awoke him, when, turning towairds- a fe^r-j 
young girl who entered, *Emilie, my daughter,' 
said he, ' come near to me — my^ task is over— ^the \ 
requiem ia finished. Mt/ requiem,^ he added, and e j 
sigh escaped him. *0h! say not so, my; father^ ; 
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said tiie girl^ intefxapting him^ as tears stood in h^ 
eyes, ' you must be better, you look better, for evean 
now your cheek has a glow upon it ; do let me 
bring you something refreshing, and I am sure we 
will nurse you w;ell again.' ^ Do not deceiye your- 
self, my love,' said he, 'this wasted form can never 
be restored by human aid. From heaven's mercy 
alone, can I hope for succor ; and it will be grant- 
ed, Emilie, in the time of my utmost need ; yes, in 
the hour of death, I will claim liis help, who is 
always ready to aid those who trust in him ; and 
soon, very soon, must this mortal frame be laid in 
its q[uiet sleeping place, and this restless soul return 
to Him who gave it.' The dying father then rais- 
ed himself on his couch — 'you spoke of refresh- 
ment, my daughter', it can still be afforded my 
fainting soul. Take these notes, the last I shall 
ever pen, and sit down to the instrument. Sing 
with them the hymn so beloved by your mother, 
arid let ii3ie once iiK)re hear *tBose tones which^have 
been my delight since my earli^est lemanhiskiiQeJl 
Emilie did sus she was dei&ired ; and it seeined q^s idr 
she nought a relief from hepr own thoughts; forf 
afteu: ninning over a few chords of the -piano, sher 
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QeniBieiKied^ in the sweetest roice, the fcllowln|^ 
liaaes: . . •■'•..'■ ('» 

/ Spirit thy labor is o'er, 
Thy term of probation is run, 
'^ • Thy steps aire how bound for the untrodden shore, 

1 ; And the race of immortals began. ; 

Spirit ! look not on the strife 
Or the pleasures of earth with regret — 
Pause not on the threshold of limitless life, 
To mourn for the day that is set. * 

Spirit ! no fetters can bind, 
No wicked have power to molest ; 
There the weary, like thee — the wretched shall find, 
A heaven-^a mansion of rest. 

^ . Spirit I how bright is the road, 

For which thou art now on the wing ! 
Thy home, it will be with thy Saviour and God, 
Their loud hallelujahs to sing.' 

« "As she eoncluded the last stanza^ j^e dwelt 
f6r afew moments on the low melltiucholy notes of ^ 
the pieoeiy and then waited in silence for the mild 
vmce; of h^t fitther's praise. He spoke not***^»dt 
with .«om^hiirkg like surpriscli, she* fairped towards^ 
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him. He w^s laid back upon the sofa, his &fee 
shaded in part by his hand, and his form reposing 
as if in slunabdr. Starting with fear, Emilie sprang 
towards him and seized his hand ; but the touch 
paralyzed her, for she sank senseless by his/Side. 
He was gone ! With the sounds of the sweetest 
melody erer composed by human thought, his soul 
had winged its flight to regions of eternal bliss." 

Such was the death of the illustrious Mozart ; 
and though his religion may be said to have been 
clouded by the superstitions of his day, we yet can 
see how fondly he clung to it, however dimmed, €is 
his only refuge when sinking into the grave. 

I will select but two other names. They shall 
be taken from the long list of ministers of the gos- 
pel, virhose ikith in its blessed truths was obscured 
by none of those human devices which serve to 
distract the mind from the simplicity of its trust in 
God, whether in life or death. Janeway's *^ Token 
for Children" has made the author of that precious 
little book known to many of us from our child, 
hood. Though he was not a man of great intellect 
or learning, he was a man of seraphic piety, and of 
' a most gentle spirit. In a measure rarely equalled 
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: he had '^ received the kingdom of God as a liMe 
child;" and all his faculties seem to have been 
shaped for conveying truth to the heart while it is 
young and tender, not yet hardened through the 
deeeitfulness of sin. He was called away from the 

j world, and from the ministry of the gospel, when 

i in the morning of life ; but if he was not allowed 
to serve his Master long as a living teacher, he was 
enabled to leave behind him a dying testimony 

J that can scarcely be surpassed. When told that it 

•might please God to rai^ him up again from a 

sick bed, he replied, *^ That would be far from my 

desire. The world has lost its hold on me. Oh, 

. how poor and contemptible a thing it is in all its 
glory, compared with the glory of that invisible 

; world that I now live in the sight of. As for life, 
Christ is my life, health, and strength; and I 

*'know that through Him I shall have a better kind 

1 of life, when I leave this life on earth. D«ath has 
lost its terrors. Death is nothing, death is nothing, 
through grace to me. I can as peacefully die; as 
shut my eyes and turn my head and sleep. I loAg 
to be with Christ. I long to die. He then, with 

: overpowering emotion, exclaimed, " Oh, help me, 
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Jielp me, my fri^nds^ to ^(Jmire and praj^e ttei R^ 
4eemer, M'ho. hath dpne .^uoh asitouiBhing things j 
^uch wonders for my soul. : Come help jne, aJil yp 
p^ghty aii4 glprious angels, who are so well skilled 
in this heavenly MTork of praise* Praise Him;aJ[i 
y0 preachers upon. -earth. Itet every thing thi9^t 
hath hreath praise the Loid, Before even a. few 
l^urs. are past I shall stand upm Mount Ziojii 
siaagiug the song of Moses and the Lapih. I shail 
he surrounded with companies of angels, and the 
.^rlts of ju^t men meuie perfect, and he one among 
them that shall &ay " Hallelujah, hallelujah, salva- 
tion and hoijjor; and power and glory unto the Joord 
QUr Gro4 and to the Lamh in the midst of th^ 
throne; and again and fprever we shall sin^. ha;l« 
Jelujah." Atjd in this triumphant frame of spirit 
he expired, anticipating his part in the songsi of 
heaven before he had yet been released from earth. 
: The other example is that of Toplady, whose 
beautiful hymns, $U(?h as " Rock of ages cleft fp? 
me," have a place in the worship of almost every 
Protestant Oh^rdi in the worlds He was callj^ 
away in the morning of his strength^ in his thirty* 
eighth year. He had every thing before him thc^li 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



obiildiiiake life desirable, and y*t wliett he saw^hii^ 
last ^oixt ait hand, his faith iri the gospel rendered 
hfe death bed a scene of eitultittg gliidtiess. ** It is 
injr dying 6;Towal,'^ he declated, " that those grcJat 
and glorious truths which the Lord in rich mercy 
fc^ given me to believe and enabled me to preachy 
aM-e far from being dry doctrines, and mere speculai 
tlbns. No, no; they ^re hoW bi-ought into practical 
md heartfelt experience; they are the very joy 
and ifeupport of my soul. The consolations flowing 
frtt-m them carry me far abbv^ the things of ti'mie 
and sense. So » far as I know my own heart, 1 
have m desire but to be entirely paBsive; to liv^) 
<x>'dle, to bi3, to do, to feuSer whatever ts God's 
bkfSsed will concerning me ; perfectly stttisiGled that 
a^ fee ever has, so be ever will do that which is 
best, and thiEtt he'givesout in number. Weight arid 
mbemit&y V^lkatev^r will ■ odnduoe most to his ' own 
Iflory and the good of his people." Frequently he 
called himself a dying man, and yet the happiest 
ikiail in th^e world, adding, " Sickness is no affliction, 
j^ih no crirse, death itself no^ dissolutidn; and yet 
how this soul of mine longs to be gone ; like a bird 
ttttjirisoried in its cage, it longs to' take its flight: 
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Had I wings like a dove, then would I fly away' 
to the bosom of G-od, and be at rest for ever.'' 
"Within an hour before he expired he seemed to 
awake from a gentle slumber, when he exclaimed; 
" Oh what delights ! "Who can fathom the joys of 
the third heaven ? What a bright ' sunshine has 
been spread around me! I have not words to ex^ » 
press it. I know it cannot be long now till my 
Saviour will come for me, for surely no mortal mart 
can live," bursting, as he said it, into a flood ol 
tears, " after glories which God has manifested to 
my soul. All is light, light, light. The brightness 
of his own 'glory. Oh, come Lord Jesus, comej 
come quickly," when he closed his eyes and fell 
asleep, to be awaked with others of like precious 
faith, on that great day " when the Lord Jesus shall 
b^ revealed from heaven with his mighty angels tid 
be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them 
that believe." 

With the recollection of these examples, so diR 
ferent in their meaning and spirit, yet fresh in our 
minds, let us pause and reflect on what we have 
Seen. Death is a change through which every on^ 
living must pass. " It is appointed to men once to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FOURTH LECTUBB. 203; 

die, and after this the judgment;" and .when death 
comes, we see how it is felt to he a test of the man, 
a test of his principles, a test of his prospects in the 
yroirid to come. Let it be remembered, as we have 
before observed, that in th^ comparison which we 
have now drawn between the death of the chris- 
tian and the death of the infidel, we have allowed 
infidelity to assume the fairest exhibition she can 
piake of herself We have cited from her ranks 
po names of little credit pr little known ; we have 
looked at * her strongest men, strongest in mind, 
strongest in purpose, and I may add strongest in 
pride, the pride of being distinguished for consis- 
tiency and firmness. If she has advocates who pos- 
sessed a more enduring fortitude and wider fa.me, 
we know npt where to find them. She would not 
4esire to produce in this connection, and as exam- 
pies of peace and happiness in death, such names 
ff 

as the famous Girondins of France, who in the 
days of revolutionary frenzy, and drunk with the 
blood of a nation, scoffed at both life and death, 
and strewed their impious atheistic songs over their 
:Own graves. Such men come before us as monsters, 
(in, forms so misshapen and hideous that they seem 
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as if conjured up from the abodes of darkness t6 
;9tairi)e us with the appalling sight of the hardened 
d^rrarity into which long continued blasphemy 
isan sometimes sink the guilty oflfender. Ah infi- 
delity that would respect even the instinctive de^ 
ceimes of our nature, would be far from owning 
kuch blasphemers as examples that redound to liet 
credit; especially would she be far from placing 
tK^m on a level with her disciples who are best 
}inown for high cultivation and enlarged intelligence! 
And now, that we have seen how infidelity 
leaves the wisest infidel without hope in deaths 
while Christianity spreads before the christian a 
hope full of immortality, we may well ask, is there 
no argument here to show which of the two we 
should choose as a religion adapted to the wants o^ 
dying men? There can be but the one answer 
from every one who allows conscience to give it. 
" Let me die the death of the righteous and let my 
last end be like his," was the prayer of Balaam Bji 
he stood on the plains of Moab, struggling with his 
own convictions, and tempted from his allegiance 
to truth by his love of the world. And ever since 
his day, it has been the repeated supplication, utter- 
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ed by men the most hardened enemies of Ohri*- 
tianity, when they have seen death before them, 
^nd realrsed what it is to die. Go where you will 
m oijr' dying world, and consult the ^^ saint, tbs 
savage, or the sage," and you will find from th^e 
experience of them all, that faith in the gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is biniseil 
the Resurreotionj and the Life, is the only.pawer 
tha* can take ftom death its sting, and from the 
grave its victory. Graunt, if you will for a moment, 
that the gospel is but a fable, our faith in it a mere 
delusion, and that our hope and joy from it are but 
j^ drea^ai. What dream was ever like it ? What 
4ream was ever so blessed ? If we do but dr^/m 
ip all that we hope and believe, whether living or 
dying, in mercy to us, let ust dream on, let us 
dream for ever* The man that would awake us is 
our worst enemy. For when he has dispelled our 
^^mi SQ joyous and heavenly as we find it, what 
has. hie to give us in its place but hittet despair ? 

13 
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\ '■-, ' John viii. 12. 

/ am the light of the world. 

TKe language of the text is equally simple and 
^graiid. Like the " wise sayings '' of old whicH 
Vere said to have come down from heaven, it con- 
tains " multum in parvo ;" it has a variety of mean^ 
ings which like the leaves of a flower, may be um 
folded one after another, and yet are united by a 
common stem. 

The words are used by the Saviour as referring 
to the various offices he fulfils in the works of crea- 
tion, J>T^ovidence and grace. He is " the light of the 
nsrorld,'' ior it was he who, "in the beginningj'^ 
^v^heiii " darkness was upon the face of the deej^," 
^commanded "let there be light, and there was 
iiglit';" and from that first day of earth's existence, 
tt isxhe who kindles the sun in the heavens every 
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morning that it rises. He is also " the light of the 
world," for, when by our transgressions against 
heaven we had covered ourselves with the dark* 
ness of gaUt apd.despair>^ and doomed, ourselves to 
death, he " brought life and immortality to light " 
by the gospel ; and from the first ray of hope that 
gladdens the heart, up to that effulgence of glory 
which awaits the redeemed in heaven, we are in- 
debted for it all to the Son of God. 

But it is to a different application of the words 
that I now call your attention. They ascribe to 
him another and fartbei office still, when they 
ajinounce him as " the light of the world." > They 
declare him to be the author of whpitever is clear 
||,nd splendid in the world of mind and thought. 
Whether it be in man or angel, every faculty by 
which we can discover truth, c^-n discriminate be- 
tween good and evil, beauty and deformity, is de- 
prived from him. The enlarged domain of inteUep- 
tual light which belongs to th^ uusinning seraphs 
in heaven, corner to them as his gift ; it is a part oi 
iis image in which he created them; and wh^ 
man by his fall from primeval innocence, had both 
destroyed the purity of his heart, a^d fatally im 
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f paired the powers of his understanding; it is only 
as h^ comes under. the influence of the remedial 
^scheme hy which men " are hrought from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto the 
•living God," that intellect becomes healthful and 
active, and the enlarged discoveries of truth and 
.wisdom are made fully available in promoting the 
oomfort and welfare of men. This is what I now 
, undertake to make good, and in doing so, I will 
present you with 

A contrast between Christianity on the onfe 
; hand, and Infidelity on the other, in their respec- 
:J^ive influences upon the cause of sound learn- 
ing and knowledge in our world. ' 

You will at once perceive how fitly this forms 
the next step in our proposed lectures on the connec- 
tion between Science and Religion. On a previous 
, occasion we took a review of learned men who 
have been the opposers of Christianity ; and while 
;we allowed them all due credit for their attain- 
^ments, in Science and Letters, we proceeded to 
;show that their infidelity did not spring from 
their learning, but from causes far from honora- 
, We to the men themselves. We next brought up 
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to view, ranks of the learned who have appearet^ 
as the advocates and ornaments of Christianity; 
and we showed that if the question is to he settlied 
by the authority of names, no demonstration ean be 
more complete than that which we have furnished. 

But triumphant as the argument may be ren- 
dered by this comparison of men with men, I wish 
to carry it still farther. I wish to compare th? 
systems as such, of these two opposite parties, and 
to show what have been their different agencies in 
the promotion of knowledge. ** By their fruits ye 
shall know them," is so plainly a maxim of sourid 
wisdom, that opposer^ should not question it, 
though it is found in the Bible. We will now en» 
deavor to show what has been doiie by Christiani- 
ty in imparting a spirit for the cultivation of ischoU 
afship and enlarged knowledge, and will then ask, 
what has been done by Infidelity for the sani^ 
glorious cause. 

In this connection it may be proper to observe, 
that a great distinction of Christianity from other 
systems of Religion, lies in its awakening and che- 
rishing, in all its true disciples, a spirit of inquiry^ 
a desire for increase of intelligence. Compare tte 
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Bible in this respect, with the Koran for instance. 
When the Saracens, in fheir conquests, became inas^ 
U^S'of the Alexandrian Library, then the greatest 
storehouse of learning in the world,' they were de-*^ 
sir6d to spare it from the ruin which every where 
followed their armk The reply which Omar is 
said to have given, was, that "if the Library con-' 
tainted nothing but what was in the Koran, it was 
useless, and if it contained anything more, it was' 
dangerous and hurtful ; and in either case it ought 
tfr be destroyed.^^ Whether the story be true or 
false^ it developes the true spirit of the Mohamme- 
daid creed. Its whole tendency is to hamper inqui- 
ry*; io warp the faculties of the mind, to confine it 
within the limits of the Koran, as in a pillory ; to 

subdue every desire which would know anything' 
' . • . ' 

beyond it, or weigh the reasonableness and truth 

of what is in it. And such is the case more or less, ' 

with all false religions. The very heaven to which^ 

tfiey profess to conduct man, they make to consist, 

not so much in the enjoyments of the soul, and 

the growth of its powers, as in the enjoyments of ^ 

sense, which man shares in common with the^ 

irmtional world arduiid him. '^ 
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Not 60. the Bible, It ^throws opea itSf.everj^ 
page, and enjoins it upon u^ to " search i\m^ Sc^p^ 
tures;" not only to rea^J, but to e^camipe tl>eia;,to, 
view them in every aspect, in whicl} we c,afl pl^pe 
them, and to try their trutji and genuineness ^ >ve, 
would try the purity of finiB;gold. The spiri|: which) 
the Gospel breathes on its di^c^ples, iy ef pi[ei?9ly, 
calls a " spirit of wisdo^n and knowledge." - As aj 
fruit of its wide diffusion through, the world; it ^i^^ 
tells, that " many shall run to and. fro throughout^ 
the earth, and kjaowled^e shall /be increased;" tljiatj 
" the eyes of them that see shall not be dijoi }" ar^dj 
that such shall be the increase of wisdom, ajxd> ^ji-^ 
telligenee, that *' the light of the Moon phaJl| b^ a^.^ 
tbe light of the Sun ; and the light of t|ie^ Sun^ 
shall be seven fold, as the light of seven daysi."^ 
While also it holds up God's word, as the be^t ^^nd^ 
highest revelation of his wisdom and goodness,^it^ 
carries us abroad to all his works above and WQUJ^d^ 
us, ana commands us to study their origij?i,. nature . 
and end ; saying, " Lift up your eyes on high^ and , 
behold who hath created these things, and l^ringeth; j 
out their hosts by number." And then havipg ijn- - 

.7' . • - ' , - ^ . • ' - 

pelled men to the cultivation of their best foculties- 
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:tor^>an earth, it telk lis that entoged^ and ever 
enlarging knowledge is aphief somrce of joy in 
heaven; far there ^'w* shall know even as' M^e 
m0 known." 

Thus does the Bihle lay open every aveaue to 
intelligence, making It oiir 4aty and our glory to 
pursi:(e it While it sanctifies the heart fi-om ^iii^ 
and confonns the soulto the image of God iA pwc'vr 
ty and holiness, it enlarges and elevates the powel* 
;^f; the understaaading ; so that be it the artist, tlm 
poet, the historian, the philosopher, the istatesma©^ 
whatever the man may be or naay pursue as an 
iachieveinent of taste, genius, or judgment ; we hold 
that the quickening influence of divine revelation 
on his intellectual powers carries him forward to 
ah excellence which he never could have reached 
without it. The man himself may not he fully 
conscious of this; neither is he conscious of how a 
healthy atmosphere tends to infuse the bloom of 
health into his bodily frame, or of how the rays of 
the sun are acting on the air he breathes to render 
it healthful as an element of life. Indeed, for many! 
of the blesHing^ most essential to our physical, in- 
tellectual or moral welfare, we are dependant on . 
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isaAiBes of which we have little conscioasness atilife 
4iinie. And among them do we place the inflneoiK^ 
^' revealed trath in developing and invigoTating 
the intellectual faculties of men and cammuhitfdB 

*" ' This, as you see, makes Letters and Science in- 
debted to the Bible in a way not generally aq- 
knowiedged. But we do not advance it as a mere 
theory. "For J^roof, we go to facts ; facts so plainly 
written on the pages of history that " he who runs 
may read." , • ; 

Here at the outset of the argument, we are r«- 
hiinded of the eminence in letters attained by Grreeoe 
and Rome, in their palmy days, though under ike 
darkness of Paganism. And most willingly do we 
admit whatever can be justly claimed for the au- 
thors and artists of those distinguished nations. A 
scholar scarce deserves the name, whose heart do€» 
hot warm at the recollection of the enjoyment and 
improvement which he has derived from drinkinj^ 
at the Castalian springs, which have been unsealed 
"by the iiltellects of Greece and Rome, pagan though 
they were. But if you compare the whole compajss 
irf their learning, with that of Christian nations, 
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you will find ik&.t in this, as in many other thin^, 
" distancsl lends enchantment to the view." Even 
when Rome had reached the Augustan age, an age 
of dazzling prosperity and refinement, her literature 
was restricted within a narrow range. In philoso- 
phy, properly so called, whether mental or moral, 
her writers are comparatively shallow and obsoiMie. 
In physics, her knowledge was so contracted and 
meagre as even to surprise us. In political saLence 
and the great principles which ascertain ci til 
rights, and should regulate civil governments, she 
knew little, and practised still less. Liberty with 
her, was too much of an enchanting sounds with- 
out a definite meaning; and under the cover of 
its name, the most exorbitant wrongs were often 
both committed and vindicated. 

The remark has been so often made as to render 
it very familiar, that the branches of learning in 
which Rome can be said to be most conspicuous 
are History, Poetry and Rhetoric. But her histori- 
ans are greatly wanting in that which gives its 
greatest value to the history of nations^ They may 
give us a smooth, clear, beautiful narrative of com- 
mon events, woven together, it is true, with a rhe- 
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, torical skill, vrhieh but few modern historians have 

^ equalled. But however polished the style of the 
historian, if he simply tells us, that a great battle 
has been fought, with vast slaughter, and issued 
in the subjugation of one party to the dominion of 
another; or that a conquering nation has added 
province to province in her widening empire, until 

i she claims to be mistress of the world ; the instruc- 
tion to be gained from his writings is comparative- 

) ly meagre and scanty. The world is nothing the 
Wiser or better from its knowledge of the simple 

i fact, whether Ciesar conquers Pompey, or Pompey 
should be victorious over Caesar at the battle of 

; Pharsalia ; whether it be Antony or Brutus, that 

r prevails at Philippi. If history would deserve to 
be called by the high name of philosophy teaching 

/by example, if she would furnish records of the 

' past, pregnant with instruction for the future ; she 
must unfold the dependence of events on their true 
causes, she must trace and point out the origin and 

<: nature of the various delusions which have involv- 
ed nations in misery and ruin ; and must designate 
with plainness and precision, the great sources of 
public prosperity and happiness. How little of this 
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do we find in Sallust, Livy, or TaoituB, oOimpa^TM 
with the better historiaais of modern times 1 . 

In Poetry and Rhetorio,: Rome, haa a more; 
acknowledged pre^eminenca Her Virgil, and iheiX^ 
Oicero, will always staad on a high i^destal white 
poets and orators are held in renown. But both] 
lihetoriG and Poetry are designed, more to give re- 
finement and polish to what is already knowUi 
tiian to enlarge the bounds of useful knowledge ; 
ahd the most fond admirers of what formed ih^ 
glory of the Augustaaa age^ must admit, ik^t 
tluoughout the whole range of Roman Literature, 
it was rather in the entertaining and polite branchT 
es of learning, than in the more useful and impor- 
tant, that she acquired her chief distinction. . 

The same is in a great measure true concern- 
ing their teachers, the Grreeks ; for the progress of 
the pupil will always reflect the scholarship of thq 
master. It is in fact the spirit of G reeoe that 
breathes in the historians, poets, and orators oEi 
Rome, perhaps mellowed and refined by age mA 
experience. And even when you turn to tho?fl 
branches of science and art in which Greece s^tand^ 
comparatively alone; to her arcMtectwe and sculp- 
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iTEtte as disjidayed in-her temples and her statuiary v 
which r^iftaAn to this, day models of taste fou all 
^nerations-; even- ' here, y dm- a^aLo; meet the great 
di^diiriotion ofititellect amoog the ancients. Asa 
trii«i obs^ver. has said, '^theu: strength was ex-^ 
^b^ed on the sarface, hot the norture of thkvgS' ; 
their skill lay in polishing, not in analyzing! 
They hewed a^nd chiseled the stone into ttie graeer* 
ful ytdtue, or ttie lofty eolnmn; but of what thri 
material was composed, what were the laws of its 
fotttlation, or to what various purposes of human 
pow6r and comfort it might be applied, they nei^ 
th^ understood nor inquired;" 

But here comes another inquiry, too seldom 
raised. Was Grreece indebted for Jier distinction in 
Letters and the Arts to no foreign source ? And if 
do, to "what nation or pet^le can we trace her ob-» 
ligations ? Rome borrowed largely from her. Did 
she also borrow from some other nation that 
Nourished before her ?' The opinion prevailed for a 
long time, that G-reece derived her most valuable 
knowledge from Ancient Egypt. But more thoi^ 
r^Ugh and recent researches lead to a different con* 
illusion* Although Egypt must be conceded to 
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have been among the earliest of the nations cele- 
brated in history for wisdom and greatness, she 
has been allowed to have credit for both extent ^ 
and antiquity of knowledge which she does not de- 
sierve. She flourished at a period so remote and so • 
bnmried in obscurity, that fable has been allowed 
too often to pass for fact, when writers have been ' 
describing her attainments in knowledge and power. 
But there are records to show what she was, that 
are now becoming disinterred from the sands that 
have been heaped on them for scores of generations. ■ 
The huge ruins of her chief cities, and the figures 
and inscriptions on the pillars and walls of her' 
temples are monuments, showing what was her^ 
standard in taste, and her progress in art during 
the days of her Pharaohs. And they prove, that if 
she was ever entitled to be called " The Cradle of' 
Science," it must have been when Science, owing 
to the feebleness of infancy, required the use of a 
cradle. But when Science had outgrown the ap- 
pendages of bewildering and tottering infancy, and* 
ha4 reached matured form and strength, Egypt 
was neither her guardian or her home. Many of 
Egypt's works of art, for which an antiquity has 
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b0en claimed that would place them »,uterior to. 
the days of Pavid and Solomon, have been shown 
t^ be oonipasatively modern ; while those which are 
coufoBsedly of an earlier date, have nmrks of an 
age which may have excelled in massive strength 
aiftd cumbrous size, but knew little or nothing^ of 
finished symmetry or grace. The question then 
again recurs — ^where did Greece derive the impulse 
which gave her that pr^B^eminence in science and 
art which once adorned her '^ No one denies that 
she derived valuable elements of learning from 
Egypt, Phcenicia, and from Assyria. But it was 
n^eirely the elements. If we spe^k of her higher 
attainments in such branches as architecture, 
sculptuie, and poetry, to which she owes her bright 
fame, time, that great expositor of truth and right, 
that great detector of error and wrong, has shown 
that the standards of beauty on which Greece 
fprmed her taste, the models from which she oopi- 
ed, were furnished to her from the land of the He- 
Ifrews, " to whom were committed the oracles of 
(^od," and upon whose artists and poets the breath 
df inspiration from heaven was made to rest, ele- 
yMing their faculties to an excellence imknown 
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among the nations of the world befoie their day. 
Egypt, Phoenicia, and Assyria, were as accessible 
to jGreece before the rise of the Hebrew nation, as 
after that memorable era in the history of our race. 
How came it then that no Parthenon, or other 
specimens t)f finished architecture ever rose iu 
Athens or elsewhere, until after the Temple was 
built on Mount Zion, according to a model given 
by direct inspiration from Jehovah ? How came 
it that no Homer was ever heard reciting hi« 
strains of poetry, until David, Isaiah, and other in- 
spired men poured forth their sublime verse in 
the Holy Land ? The zephyrs of Attica were a^ 
bland, and Helicon and Parnassus were as lofty 
and verdant, before Judea put forth her displays of 
learning and the arts as afterwards. Yet nonp 
of all the Muses breathed their inspiration over 
Grreece till the spirit of the most High God haci 
awakened the soul of Letters and of Arts in the 
nation of the Hebrews. 

But we are not left simply to this mode of air 
gument, conclusive as it might be rendered. The 
careful investigations of our scholars and artist^ 

have carried to demonstration what appears both 

■ ' ■ i 
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reasonable and probable, from the view we hav6 
just taken of it. 

Let iLS turn to the architecture of Greece, her 
great boafet, and a science which as all admit, fur* 
nishes no dubious indication of the civilization and 
refinement prevailing in a nation. No one ac- 
quainted with the history of the Hebrews can ques- 
tion their pre-eminence in this noble art. The 
proof of it is found in a record that endureth for 
ever. Though the Temple at Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed before Grreece became fully adorned with 
her splendid architecture, the plan which had been 
given by inspiration from heaven, and according 
to which the peerless structure was built, remains 
written at full length in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The dimensions, the form and proportion of all the 
parts are there described with even minute exact- 
ness. Every thing that could impart grandeur, 
grace, or symmetry to the edifice, and which made 
it to be called for ages ** the excellency of beauty,'*^ 
was placect in the imperishable volume, to be. con- 
sulted by all nations, and in all ages. And we 
now learn th^t the architects of Greece must have 

made it their study. Wood, in his work entitled, 

14 
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fVThe ofrigin of building, and the plagiarisms of that 
Ipteathenji detected," has placed the whole subject ii); 
iuch eif, Ught that it can no longer be ignored by 
any adiriirer of the arts; nor has the subject rest.; 
ed wijth him. Tho^t accomplished and learned ai-^ 
^hitepit,. ^ilkinsj.hi^s proved by a careful compaii- 
^n, t|iat the finest specimen of architecture which 
adorned the Acropolis was copied from the Temple 
911 M^o.ujQ]t Zipn. To one of his essays, published; 
9imoi\g;;his "Prolusiones Architectonicae," he has 
given -th^ title "the Temple at Jerusalem, the type 
§f Grepian Architecture." And he has made the 
demq^4^*^^ti^^ ^ complete as the language of such 
subjects can. render it. 

In the Classics, every writer who has made 
himself at all familiar with the Greek or Roman 
ppets, PJJ.A give page after page, to show how they 
Jiave .borrowed many of their choice beauties from 
the poptry of David, Isaiah, and other inspired pro- 
phets^ Sentiments and expressions found in Ho- 
paer, bear such a resemblance to those of Scripture, 
that ^ir Walter Raleigh considers it as beyond 
dispute that the poet must have been familiar with 
the bo(?ks of the Old Testament, and have borrow- 
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^ from them many passages word for word. Thd 
dose resemblance between the poetry of Yirgii 
and that of Isaiah has been the subject of univeri-' 
sal remark among the admirers of classical litera- 
ture 'The subject and imagery of the fourtji E6^ 
logue are so evidently drawn from the writings oi 
Khe inspired prophet, that the learned Bishop 
Lowth, after pondering the subject with close at^ 
fention, has observed, with that nice discrimination 
which belongs to him as a critic, that he finds in 
this Eclogue such an unusual swell of images 
ftoui a pen usually restrained and correct, that it 
seems to have diffused a foreign coloring over the 
work ; and every where to betray an acquaintance 
with the prophetic descriptions respecting the Mes- 
siah and his kingdom. 

In Ethics, the chief Greek and Roman moral- 
ists, from Plato down, show an indebtedness to the 
inspired penmen of the Bible, so obvious and so 
generally acknowledged, that it seems scarce worth 
while to do more than allude to it. Indeed, to 
whatever department of science and art we may 
turn our attention, we are sure to meet with some 
new argument to justify the sentiment now becom- 
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*anjf very general^ that ^^Hhe Hebrews drank of the 
ifountainy the Greeks from the stream, and tHe 
^Romtdis from the pool." 

And now we still farther ask : what ootild 
have given the land of iihe Hebrews snob a dktiiti- 
fished pier-eminenoe?' What could have render- 
ed her swch a culminating' point of intellect ? How 
> comes it to pnss that such a vast store-house /of 
thought, ixttellitgeuce and taste, should be found iki 
'i her of which w© hav» no trace in any nation pre- 
v-eeding her ; and from which the cultivated taste -oi 
?isubse<jneirt nations borrowed so liberally ? Brom 
the iime that she Ibecame possessed of her revel4- 
tion from Heaven, as in the days of David and 
Solomon, we find hev shooting up as far above the 
nations around her in iiteratute and science as she 
was distinguished from them by the truth and di- 
iivinity of her faith and worship. Over and ab(Jve 
the learning then found in her " schools of the Yrb- 
j^hets," w^hich would be daljed in our days the cdl. 
leges or universities of the laaad, she saw on her 
• throne e king, of whom we are told that ^^his wis- 
^ dom excelled the wisdom of the children of the 
'East 'country, and^ all the wisdom of Egypt}" 
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whose cultivated genius rendered him q., njastei in 
Proverbs mi itx sang; and whose iBxpaaiidve ;miiid 
so pervaded every branch 6f physidal sdenoe, thit 
Mke spake of tcees^ from the cedar tree^^tHat is in 
Lebanon, even. unto the hyfesop that fepringfth ottt 
of the wall ; he spdke also of beasts, an^ of fawl^ 
and of creeping things and of fishes ;" a»d who^ as 
iwe have seen, rendered his Capital s^ distinguished 
ifor its- architecture as to furnish models for th<tee 
who have since claimed to be teadiers of the world 
in that branch of art. The fame of such l^airmng 
i^id taste vre should reme^mber was UQt coia&aed 
to. his own nation. It w^.s world wide, a«bd re»r 
;dered the city of Jerusaleim, in which hn^ h0ld bis 
oourt, a j)lace of more universal report f9r alJ who 
sought or admired intellectual: fejnineiacer than 
Athens or Eome, pt Paris and London in later ages 
of the world. , Sheba sent her Queen, accompanied 
by "a very great train;" and her example was 
followed, we are told, till "all the kings of the 
earth sought to S4)lomon to hear'hijs ; wisdom, 
which God had put into his heart" Egypt beiself 
is named as seeking intiniate intercouxse with his 
court; nor k it possible to believe that Greecfe, 
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lyittg so near to the borders of his empire, couldf 
Save remained ignorant of the knowledge ancf 
taste for which his capital was so distinguished. 
'< Here then, we have a great starting point irf 
the intelligence of our race; and I ask what creat- 
(ki this resurrection of niind in the Holy Land, 
and atnorig the nation of the Hebrews? Th^ 
banks of Jordan were as green, and the cedars of 
Lebanon were as lofty, when the land was peopled'* 
by the Hittite, the Amorite, and the Perizzite^ a^^ 
wh^ ruled under the sceptre of the Hebrew kings r 
aitid yet while those nations held it, froto border 
to border, "darkness covered the earth and gross^ 
darkness the people," both in mind and morals. 

In answering these inquiries, it should never be 
forgotten, as one of the cardinal truths of history,! 
that no nation ever arose from degradation and 
darkness of its own accord, nor until roused and' 
excited by some propitious impulse from without 
an4 beyond itself; and if you will survey the his- 
tory of our race from the earliest ages, onwatd,' 
jrou will find that the whole world was sinking 
deeper and deeper into ignorance and corruption,' 
ohfcii ike Mast High selected the Hebrew natiort 
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li§ fh fresh depository of knowledge from himself i 
^nd having planted them in the .land proi^used tq 
their fathers, by dirept inspiration ^nade them aci 
<j[.i^ainted with his being, his attributes, his will 
and his works. , 

J It was among that people and at that period 
in.the history of the world, that the downward ten-, 
iency of the human mind was first arresit<?d and. 
i^ayed ; nor is there any ejcplanation either in facts 
or philosophy to account for the up-rising and re-^ 
covery of the human intellect ftom its former leth-* 
aa:gy, which then took place, unless we ascribe it 
to the influence of his revealed will ** in whom aref 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 
f his. indeed i^ the only way in which the wondrous 
phenomenon is 'explained by; the men thenaselve;^ 
who were the subjects of it. " There is k spirit in ^ 
man, but the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding ;" — *' For God giveth to a man 
that is good in his sight, wisdom aoid khowledge/V 
is the language which they hold. ; f 

Go then to Greece if you will, to find. the splen-^ 
did displays of accomplished masters in letters and 
in art. Greece will herself send you to Judea^ and i 
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will point you to records and monuments whle^ 
.show, that if she became refined and learned coiix^ 
pared' with the nations around her, it was because 
Judea had become so before her. Go next to Jud.ee 
and ask her from what source she derived the eW 
ments of her learning ; and she will point neither 
to earth nor any nation of earth, but to Heaven aitd 
to the God of Heaven ; and she will tell you, thq4i 
if she can claim the high distinction of being the 
4rst airiong the nations to awake the long dormant; 
intellect of man, arid give it its upward tendency,, 
it was " chiefly because that unto her were commit- 
ted the oracles of God," If her Moses was sent to 
be her first and great teacher, to sow in the public 
mind the seeds of a ripe and wide spread intelli*- 
gence, it was not simply because he was " learned 
in all the wisdom of Egypt ;" learning which at . 
that day was crude, superficial, and ngiore allied to 
the pretensions of sorcery than to the luminousr 
depths of sound knowledge. He was not qualified 
for the mission he was sent to fulfil, till he had 
first gone up to the mount of Horeb, and ther^ 
** talked with God as a man talketh with his friend ;" 
and came down, his face made radiant with light 
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feoih his fellowship with the wisdom and truth bf 
the most High God. If her Bavid awoke the song 
J0f pcteiry and inusio to a higher 'strain on MouiSt 
^ibn, it was because his mind was elevated to th^ 
srablime task, not by inspiration from Apollo, ^btil 
"fybm Jehovah ; and if her Solomon made Jeriisalenfi 
k\i^ great radiating point of learning and taste to all 
nations in his ^ay. It was because the most Hi^h 
'Crod ••gave him wisdom and understanding e±- 
b^dihg much, and largeness of heart even as is 
the sand which is upon the sea shore." 
^^ The eminence in Science and Art gained by 
0re^e and Rome, is then so far from conflicting 
With our position that it goes rather to confirm it. 
But if we would see the full influence of divine 
iruth on the intellect of a people, as displayed iih 
ite tendency to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge; 
tre should view it not in the imperfect and partial 
revelation made of it in Old Testament times. We 
must consider what it has done since it has been 
^ven to the world as a finished re velaticm. Witli 
#hom then, and where do you find the great foun- 
tains of intelligence and wisdom since the com- 
mencement of the Christian era ? I will not wait 
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to ^ show what is now uniTersally admitted, that it 
was owing to Christian men and the Christian min- 
istrj^, that the lamp of learning was kept from utter 
extinction during the dark ages. I will come down 
to times 'V^hen, as all agree, knowledge received an 
onward impulse, to which aforetime she had been 
a stranger. No greater or more important revolu- 
tion has ever taken place in the world of learning, 
.. ,thaji ^tl^Q overthro^^of J;h^ tyranniy long exercised 
by the school men under the name of Aris-totle, and 
the introduction of the inductive philosophy which 
has usually been distinguished by the name of' Ba- 
con, We claim this as a fruit of the Bible, and are 
ready to go into the proof, showing the influence of 
this holy book in emancipating philosophy, from 
the bondage of the school men, and in bringing her 
forth not only to enjoy liberty herself, but to give 
. civil and religious liberty to men and to nations. 
But I will reserve this point for the following 
Lecture, and will at present allude less to the labors 
of learned men, than to those distinguished seats 
of learning in which ripe scholarship has been 
acquired, and which are scattered throughout Chris- 
tendom, as depositories of truth and knowledge. 
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Who then are the acknowledged founders and 
patrons of them all, from the day in which Charle- 
magne is said to have given rise to the University 
J of Paris, down to the latest seminary of learning 
, which has heen called into existence in our own 
5 young land ? There is no earthly honor to which a 
, pure ambition can aspire, higher than that of hav- 
ing created these well-springs of intellect, which go 
' on, generation after generation, pouring out streams 
of truth to the world. 'Who are the public bene^ 
. factors that can claim the distinction? Are they 
men who have been moved by the spirit of Chris- 
tianity or of Infidelity? Enumerate them all from 
] the magnanimous Prince jiist named, and see how 
...thBy will rank. 

^ Did Christianity or Infidelity create the TJni- 
^versities of Cambridge, Oxford, Edinburgh, Glas- 
gow, Leipsic, Leyden, Utrecht, Jena, Tubingen, 
; Gottingen, Berlin and others of a like class in Eu- 
rope ? Or to come to our own country : who created 
Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Union, Nassau Hall, 
. ,QV the other noble Institutions of learning which 
: aje the glory of our land? Their , founders were 
men who were firm believers in the Christian reli- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



i^' 



232 FIFTH LECTURE. 

gion ; men, who, understanding the close alliance 
of learning and Christianity, gave their lahors anfJ 
their lives to establish these seats of science for the 
benefit of their race both in this woiid and th^ 
world to come. 

And now, in comparison with these bright ooni 
stellations shedding their lustre upon a dark worl4, 
and called into being by Christian men, and as thi^ 
fruit of Christianity, what has Infidelity done? 
Where are her monuments of davotednesa to the 
cause of learning ? What Universities or Colleges 
has she founded and nurtured to a healthy and vi? 
gorous growth ? A fevy years since, she might p«t:» 
haps have pointed, to one at which she had tried 
her hand. But the result of the short-lived eSoi^ 
was a full demonstration that a seat of learnings 
though patronized by a name of world-wide celebs 
rity, and though sustained by the munificence of a 
powerful State, dooms itself to disappointment aud 
defeat if it shuts out Christianity from its hal|s. 
Even our youth turned away from the unchristiaxi 
institution as they wpuld have turned from a 
fountain that was poisonous and deadly ; nor waa 
it till a brauch from the tree of life was cast in 
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fat the healing of the waters, that' it took the 
honored place which we hope it will long sustain 
among the learned Universities of the nation. Our 
thanks are due to the men who have enabled it to 
vindicate its claim to a high rank among Christian 
institutions, by issuing from its halls a volume re- 
plete with sound argument in defence of that Gos- 
pel whi<5h many once feared it might have assailed 
With fearful consequences to coming generations. 
' Another has been attempted, with indications 
of hostility to Religion so decided atid marked as 
to require a special notice. Its founder selected 
the orphans as the objects of his bounty, and be- 
4tieathed a liberal endowment for their education, 
with a provision careftilly expressed to shut out 
fiotn-the institutioh both the religion and the 
ministry of Him who is the orphan's Grod. The 
Scheme is among the most unblushing attempts 
iver made against the truth of Heaven. It stands 
out from the other deeds of men as a prodigy of 
hardihood and guilt, when a man sits down, and 
^ith death, judgment and eternity in his view, 
bequeaths the Vast wealth he has amassed, to cro- 
kie a Seminary of learning which would tend to 
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dishonor the God of truth, and to lead astray the 
young, whose fathers and mothers are in* the grave, 
by teaching them to ignore that gospel which alone 
is able to make young or old wise unto salvation. 
And what has been the result? For years, to use 
the language of a distinguished Counsellor, "such 
were the strange entanglements attending every 
step in, carrying the device into execution, that the ' 
plan, the scheme, seemed unblessed in all its pur- 
poses ;" and many began to fear lest the prediction 
would be fulfilled, that " while it lived it would 
lead a vexed and troubled life, and leave an un- 
blessed memory when it died." 

But He who has styled himself the Father of ' 
the fatherless, claims it as his own prerogative, ' 
that "he disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so' 
that their hands cannot perform their Enterprise; 
that he taketh the wise in their own craftiness, 
and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. ■' 
Whatever may have been the design of man in ere- 
ating the endowment, " God meant it nnto good.'*^ 
"Under his over-ruling hand, the devise was made a 
trust to a christian city; and with much credit td 
* herself, her municipal authorities have taken a 
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wise care that if ministers of the gospel are ip be 
excluded from the walls of the institution, the gos- 
pel itself shall be there ; and that all the depart- 
ments of instruction shall be under the care ol 
christian men, who honor and teach the Bible as 
the inspired word of God. 

Had it been otherwise, the endowment had 
Jiever escaped from the various perplexities and ob- 
stacles th^t lay in its way ; or it must have given 
rise to an institution that would have done as little 
service for sound education as for sound Christi- 
anity. It would have been powerful only for. evil. 
**Do men gather grapes of thorns, or. figs of this- 
t^s ?" Just as soon can the sacred cause of learn- 
ing hfi sustained by infidelity. The cold creed can 
warm the heart to nothing generous and noble. It 
inspires no sentiments of enlarged forethought and 
liberality, of love to God or love to man. It can 
educate the heart only to selfishness and sensuality. 
If it does not enfeeble the intellectual powers, it 
distracts and distorts them. If it stimulates them 
to activity, the action is wild and convulsive, and 
of course dangerous to the man himself and to all 
around him. There is no regulating power pervad- 
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ictg iand controling the whole framework of t!*« 
soul,, and turning it tow^ards truth, a^ the needle 
t^ms to the pole. ' 

. But let the life-giving, life-diffusing influence o4 
Christianity be felt in the cultivation and spread of 
knowledge, and what a healthful expansion o^ 
lAind and heart, of thought and feeling djO we see.^ 
You tnay plant the most precious seeds in the rioh- 
est-.soil ; but if they be under a covering where the^ 
rayi of the sun seldom, if ever, reach them,, their 
growth will be feeble, sickly and deformed ; p^-- 
ha^ putting forth their pale shoots into every fan* 
t^tic shape, yet never rising into strength, beauty 
or fruitfulness. But remove the covering that keepsr 
a^wiay the genial light and heat dispensed by theJ 
su^ in the heavens, and what a verdant healthful- 
nmSj what a ripening strength «at once appears in' 
the before sickly and imprisoned plant. Such is' 
the influence of the Gospel on the intellect of man^ 
in unfolding its powers, and nurturing them to^ 
strength and maturity. It is the same word of- 
Grod, which ^' in the beginning," when " darknessi 
Was upon the face of the deep," was heard sayings 
•*l«t there be light, and there was light;" aiid 
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which day after day, during the work of creation^ 
brought into activity the various Ibrms of life, till 
there was produced a finished world, " all very 
good." And " as it was in the beginning, it is now, 
and ever shall be." Throughout all ages of time 
it has been the good pleasure of God to "mag- 
nify his word above all his name." Wherever it 
"has free course and is glorified,"it evokes light 
from darkness; it disinthralls, unchains, and calls 
into activity the previously stifled and dormant fac- 
ulties of the mind. Shame on the small talk of still ' 
smaller men, that call the Bible, a sectarian book. 
It is the book of the human soul, made by Him ^ 
who made the soul ; and so made in his wisdom^ 
that all its verities correspond with the wants, 
the wishes, and the happiness of which the soul 
is most conscious. It is a glass in which man sees 
himself. It is the voice of God communing wittt 
the spirit which he once made in his own image, 
to wake up its faculties into a resurrection of their 
once departed strength ; and so far a^ its power is 
felt, so widely as the book is spread, this effect is 
seen upon the learned and unlearned. Look at. 
our own age of the world, which is the brightest 
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3il)le day it has ever seen. At no previous period 
has the holy book been carried abroad, so speedily, 
fis if on the wings of the wind ; nor have the ra- 
searches of travelers, and the labors of the learneiJi 
ever done so much in so short a time to illi^strat^ 
\U pages, as within the last fifty years. And, as if 
the breeze that bears onward the sacred voiumei 
fanned into brightness the before sleeping embers 
of intellect ; as though the book would instantly 
repay a hundred fold every illustration its truths 
receive from the investigations of science ; never 
before did the world see a period of intellectual 
energy like the present. Man now reads the stars 
and suns of other worlds above us, till he seems 
familiar with them as with the planet on which 
he dwells. He finds his way into the deep re- 
cesses of the earth beneath his feet, and brings 
up from the mines, which grow richer as he goes^ 
deeper," Qxhaustless stores, which ever- improving artf 
fashions and applies to multiply his comforts and 
gratify his taste. He has subjected the subtle va^. 
por of steam to his dominion, and makes it bea^, 
^im ^nd his wealth over earth and sea with the 
speed of an eagle. He makes the very lightning' 
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ihe messenger of his thoughts to distant cities and 
nations, with a rapidity that outstrips the wind. 
And then, while science is doing all this for the 
more happy and powerful of the human family, 
see what she does for the more bereaved and help- 
less. She has invented letters that the blind can 
read, a language that the deaf can understand ; 
and who. shall say that, having, in a sense far from 
j^rofane made " the blind to see, and the deaf to 
hear," she may not also ere long mfike " the tongue 
of the dumb to sing V\ 

Let no man say these things are but the fruit 
of the world's advancement in years, and that it 
grows wiser because it grows older. The world 
grows old as fast in China or Africa, as in Europe 
or America; and what is the fruit of its age iii 
those ignorant and degraded countries ! Their in- 
habitants, generation after generation, have sunk 
deeper and deeper into ignorance and misery. It 
requires biit a moment's reflection to show all who 
are willing to see, that this wondrous development 
of mind in our day is foi^nd where you find the 
Bible, and is found nowhere else. That which 
•^ makes us to differ" is, that we have the Bible, 
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and they have it not. We hare it in our secftp^t 
chambers ; we hare it in our families ; ire hareit 
in our schools^ and in all our other and higher SBiA& 
of learning. Our old and our young, our rich Wdd 
our poor, our learned and our unlearned read and 
understand it. J 

To what fresh expansions of intdlect, to wirfat 
^ new discoveries in art and science, to What greasier 
' improvements in the power and refinement of ml^'n, 
this general difi'usion of the Bible may yet leAd, 
Time alone can rev6al. But we doiibt if there Jbe 
a man who observes and understands the present 
^ indica^io^ns of mind, its lofty aspirations, its Argus 
eye, its Herculean grasp, vho will not own, that 
' we are but on the iteeshold of those greater dis- 
coveries which are yet to unlock th? still hidden 
' powers of nature^ and to subdue and' apply thfem 
5 still farther to the comfort and imptovemeni^j of 
mankind. The fabled fertility of a;Manerva's bmin 
is fast becoming reality and truth in the Biblo- 
awakened intellect of man. What is new to-day 
becomes old to-morrow, because of some still more 
new,discovery to which the interval has given birth. 
We are no longer warranted to smile with scorn. 
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;,fit projwt^,; because they are new. T-oo often ^e 

:: have don^ so, creating pain and discouragement to 
the gifted Wen whose new inventions hare changed 

[the whole aspect of our age, in the rapid sprea4 of 

iiateUigence, and wide diffusion of human comfoT* 
Unbelief in every form, whether it relates to iiiaj;i's 

t^fcappiness in this world, or the world to e^me^is re- 
hufced by the Bible. In the Bible too, it may find 
its cure ; for, as we have now seen, wherever i^e 

,' holy book is carried, it acts like the wonder- work- 
ing rod of, Moses, the rod of God's strength. By it 

- nations are redeenled ftom that worse tjiaa l^gSV- 
tian boadage, the bondage of ignorance; and initia^ir 

' progress towards the promised inheritanpe^ the Red 
Sea through which they pass becomes the ^.en^ of 
new triumphs ; and tihie rock and sandsof the dejsert 
both yield their tribute to man's welfare, when 
■touched by this Heavcai-ordained indtrajnettt^ of 
wisdom and power* ' 
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The Prejudice that exteusiye Learning is hostile to thft 
Spirit of tme Piety. 



Mark, viii. 24. 



^^JLnd he looked up and saidy I see men,' as tree$^, 
walking.^^ 

At the dawn of day every thing is seen indis- 
tinctly. The forms and relations of objects, great 
and small, are not fully perceived; and the imagi- 
nation, acting on the shadowy outlines before it, 
often creates needless alarms at that which as yet 
is dimly comprehended. It is not easy to conceive 
the confusion and mischief that must ensue were 
nlen to act, through the day, on the visions thus 
obtained, and were they not to allow their miscon- 
ceptions to be corrected by the clear light of the 
siin, as it brightens into perfect day. So it is in 
the worlds of Science and Religion. When re- 
ligiotts truth began to emerge from the darkness 
that had covered it for ages; not a few of the 
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learned at first resisted its claims, from mistaken 
and unjust views of what the Scriptures teach. 
And in like manner, while the truths of Science 
Were a^ yet but partially brought to light, they 
have often been suspected and opposed by Chris- 
tians, as subversive of revelation ; while a more 
perfect acquaintance with them has shown their 
great value in developing new beauties and a 
richer meaning -in the sacred volume. The error 
with both parties arises from a want of knowledge, 
from imperfect vision.. Like the man described in 
the text, who " saw men, as trees, walking," they, 
have no adequate coiiiprehension of the true form ; 
and the mutual relations of what lies before them, i 
It is to be lamented that much of this miscon- 
ception and injustice still prevails with many i 
devout men, who look upon science and philoso-j 
phy as antagonistic to the Bible, who seem to ;: 
tremble for the safety of the ark of God when it iB 
touched by the hands of the learned; and are thus 
led to look for an enemy among those who come to . 
act as friends and auxiliaries to the cause of truth, 
This dream has led to disastrous consequences to ;; 
both Science and Religion; and it would bo ^f- 
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Yaivable service to both, if the prejudice could f)e 
dispelled. We will devote the presfept lectuxe'^o 
that object. 

, . That the apprehension to which I refer is a 
mere prejudice, must be evident from wjliati.bas 
been already proved respecting the number aaad 
tank of the learned, who have been, not only the 
advocates^ but the ornaments of Christianity. W^ 
bold it as fully made out by the names plactjd 
before you m a previous Lecture, that ^en of pro- 
found learning, according to their number wh^ 
compaied with other classes of mankind, have fi- 
nished their full proportion to the ranks of Chris- 
tians ; Christians tiot only in name, but in si^iceri- 
ty and truth. As we are to judge of the tree by 
its fruits, this could not have been the case had 
learnings ih its nature, been opposed to the genuine 
spirit of the Gospel. .' 

It is^ hctwever, by no means surprising that this 
prejudice should exist. There was a time when 
there wa^ not only something, but much, in the 
nature and ISpirit of learning as then pursued, 
which was exceedingly opposed tto; the Grospel^ both 
as to its doctrines dmd its mode of teaching then). 
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'>TH^r6 was a time when to philosophize anAnvto 

play the sophist, were convertible terms ; *whei>' <Aie 

jjreat amount of what passed with the wo^Hi-^lfor 

A^sciertce, was ** science falsely so called,'^ as- Paul 

^t^nls it. And there can' be no doubt thait ffittlly 

fof the earliest corruptions which defaced th^''^t 

^^ftesh beauty of Christianity, as she came 'iO'>lis 

''from Heaven, sprung from the philosophy of < ttk^fee 

^4ays; from the impious attempt to unite theifei;,^>% 

^bringing her down to it, instead of bringing it^p 

< to her. Hence thie warnings and declai^tttifeiis 

'Which you find in such abundance from' thft iAp(Jls- 

tles. " Beware lest a;ny man spoil' you through '{^tei. 

iosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of M^ii, 

vatter the rudiments of the world." Arid aga)iii,^ 

''^' avoid profane and vain babblings, iand o^p^fei- 

-tions of science falsely so called; which mm^p^h- 

fessing, have erred concerning the faith." With 

? the same^ view, after Paul has stated the fact^ that 

i^^not many wise men after the fleish are called^'- 'he 

^declares concerning the Gospel, that it was liot 

,t<evealed in "the wisdom of words/' or ** with^'^^- 

(ticing words of man's wisdoii),.'^ His^^ language 

gives an admirable descripti<m of tlie philofe^^jtfly 
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that prevailed in his day. The master in dialec- 
tics, to whom all philosophers then bowed, was 
Aristotle. His dominion over the intellectufel 
world was absolute and unquestioned, like that of 
his royal pupil, Alexander the Conqueror, over tke 
nations subdued by his sword. But while the eta- 
pire of the one crumbled into fragments at his 
death, the dominion of the other endured through 
hundreds and hundreds of years, and at no period 
of time had his scholastic sway been carried to a 
more extravagant extent among the learned, than 
during the early ages of Christianity. The great 
object of the Logicians was less to elicit truth 
than to perplex and confound their adversaries. 
There was no such thing as a healthful spirit of 
inquiry. The dogmas of a master it was treasonfe.- 
ble in any of his pupils to question; and they 
were required to contend for them, not as lovers bf 
truth, but as champions of their sect. The great 
objects of research were too generally those remote 
and vain abstractions which are of no avail fbr 
the benefit of man, and, even when settled, serve 
only to multiply points of hostility between rival 
schools. Their wisdom was the " wisdom of 
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words" not of things; much of it was "vain 
deceit/' not the illumination of the mind with the 
realities of truth. 

This being the state of learning in the days of 
the apostles, especially in those parts of the world 
where the Gospel was first planted ; there can be 
no doubt that it generated a spirit of pride and 

; self-suf5ciency, a love of hypothesis and specula- 

. tion, a contempt for whatever was plain and prac- 
tical, at war with the spirit and truth of Christi- 

, anity ; and every reader of ecclesiastical history 
must know that the heresies which afflicted the 

. Church in the early centuries sprung, as already 
observed, from this " philosophy and vain deceit," 
against which the apostle so earnestly warned the 
churches. 

But learning is not now what it was then ; and 

, had it remained unchanged in form and spirit, we 
could not have shown you the bright constellation 
of names which we formerly recited, of men who 
have been leaders in science, and at the same time 
humble and meek disciples of the Saviour. As 
will be obvious from a brief comparison of its past 
with its present condition and character, learning 
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has passed through a revolution in modem timoSy 
a$ complete and decisive as ever took place in tha 
iJiyil relations of empires or nations. It has seeft 
the overthrow, on the one hand, of a philoso^y 
which blindly bowed to the authority of a master, 
and spent its strength in speculative theories, es- 
teeming its discoveries valuable, in proportion m 
they were abstract and remote from the oomprei- 
hension of the mass of mankind ; and the intro- 
duction, on the other hand, of science, which looks tO 
tiae realities of life, which makes facts, ascertained 
by observation qr experiment, the data from which 
it reas6ns, and then showns how its conclusions ar^ 
to be improved for the practical benefit of man. 
The contrast between the two systems has been sp 
graphically exhibited by one of the most powerful 
writers of our day, that I cannot do better than 
quote it at some length. In his review of Baeon 
and the Inductive Philosophy he says, ** The phi- 
losophy of the ancients was a philosophy of words ; 
ours is a philosophy of works. They taught that 
man was made for philosophy ; we hold that pl^- 
los(^hy was made for man. Their faith in scieiioe, 
being without work^, was dead; our faith, by 
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works, is maxie perfect. They prized a discovery 
according as it was mystic and ethereal, and con- 
fined to the knowledge of a cnosen few; we hold a 
discovery valuable according as we find it not only 
i^und in theory, but plain and intelligible to all. 
They divided their doctrines into esoteric and exot- 
efric ; the one to be kept to themselves, the other to 
be given to the people. Their constant effort was 
to extend the limits of the one, and contract the 
limits of the other; crowding men farther and falr- 
*her from the temple of truth. We surround know- 
ledge with no such boundaries or barriers. We 
view it as we view the light; the farther its rays 
are spread, the more bright and healthful the light 
itself becomes. They di^ained to be useful ; their 
'schools regarded utility as degrading ; somfe of 
them even as immoral. To be useful to the great- 
est possible extent, and to the greatest number, we 
esteem the highest and best end of all learning. 
Their vvery fables indicate the same spirit, the 
feame aversion to have knowledge applied to its 
practical ends. Prometheus was known as the in- 
ventor of several most useful arts. A.s if in requi- 
tal, they represent him as chained to a rock. We 
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bestow fame, fortune and rank, for useful inven- 
tions, and hold up our Pranklins and Fultons, our 
Boltons and Arkwriglits, as benefactors of theii 
race. Plato, in his Republic, recommends the stu- 
dy of G-eometry, because it leads to the know- 
ledge of abstract and essential truth ; but declares 
the science degraded, if applied to the practical 
purposes of life. We consider Geometry as highly 
honored when we can apply her great principles 
to conduct the streams of water to our tables and 
our chambers. When Archimedes discovered the 
principles of the lever and pulley, he was a proud 
man, while repeating the train of demonstration 
by which he arrived at his conclusion; but he 
acted like a man half ashamed of himself and oi 
his discovery, when he saw it applied in those 
powerful machines which astonished and baffled 
the invaders of his city. We glory in putting the 
lever and the pulley into the hands of the me- 
chanic and laborer, and in showing him how to * 
use them to remove mountains, and convert the 
rock into palaces and fortresses. In a word, we 
employ Science in all its forms to relieve our 
fellow men from the drudgery that once rendered 
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them mere machines, and palsied their powers as 
rational creatures; their powers of mind and re- 
flQction." 

This is learning from which Christianity has / 
nothing to fear, but much to hope. But here arises 
the very important inquiry: What produced this ' 
great revolution in philosophy? What effected or 
mainly contributed to effect its" liberation from 
its former "doting about questions and strifes oi 
wfords," its former " profane babblings and opposi- ^ 
tions of science, falsely so called?" 

, We are fully sensible of the truth which cannot 
be too often repeated, that the great value of the 
Bible lies in its bringing to light the way of sal- 
vation through a Redeemer for lost man. But it / 
does not bear the less favorably on his welfare and 
iipprovement as an inhabitant of this world, be- 
cause its main object is to prepare him for the 
blessedness of heaven. Like the godliness which 
i\ enjoins, it " is profitable unto all things, hav- 
ing the promise of the life that now is, and that ^ 
"vv^hich is to come." " All scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
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ness; that the man of God may be perfect, thop 
roughly furnished unto all good wprks." Accord- 
ingly its influence is seen in the improvement it 
effects in every power and faculty of man as a ra- 
tional and immortal creature. In our last lecture 
we have shown how it acted upon our race in 
waking up and invigorating the intellect, impart- 
ing to it both higher aims and larger powers in 
various branches of science, to which we then, re- 
ferred. We may find another proof of its benefi- 
cent influence on the human mind, when we an- 
swer the inquiry which we have raised respecting 
the revolution which rescued philosophy from the 
bondage of the Schoolmen, and gave her the liber- 
ty and the power for good which she now enjoys. 
In its mode of presenting truth to our view, the 
Bible contains in itself a most beautiful model ol 
what is known as sound inductive philosophy. As 
the great distinction of this philosophy, consists in 
its drawing its conclusions or doctrines from facts, 
and then carrying them out to their practical re- 
sults ; so it should be observed does this principle 
underlie all the great teachings of the Bible. It 
draws its doctrines from facts fully and patiently 
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stated, and carries them out to their uses in regu- 
lating our practice. In this way the Redeemer 
repeatedly argues the doctrine of his own divine 
mission. " The works that I do," he says, " bear 
witness of me, that the Father hath sent me;" and 
he adds, " Believe me for the very works sake." In 
like manner, does he reply to the disciples of John, 
who sent to him inquiring, "Art thou he that 
should come, or do we look for another?" The 
reply is, " Gro show John those things which ye do 
hear and see. The blind receive their sight, and 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and tb.j 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them." This tends to 
explain, why you find the greater portion of tho l^ 
inspired pages written in ihe form of history, in a 
lucid exhibition of what has actually occurred 
among the various generations of our race. It be- 
gins by reciting in varied story what man has 
done and sufiered, and thus infers his fall from rec- 
titude, and his departure from God ; his need of a 
Saviour, and the nature of the salvation which he 
needs. It also tells us in various' forms, what the 
Saviour has done, whence he came, and whither 
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iie has gone; and thence draws in conchisicfiiD, 
.Bvery doctrine entering into the gospel schemci, 
and shows us, from the whole, how faith in thesfe 
doctrines should influence our. practice* We find 
B, beautiful exemplification of all this in the Episb- 
He to the Rdmans. '. ! 

And now, with this Bible in our hands, fio oaa- 
«tructed by its divine Author in its mode of jeveal- 
dng, establishing a^ild applying sacred truth, as to 
have embodied in itself the great principles of iri- 
ductive reasoning, we may well suppose it to have 
fexercised ?a powerful influence in effecting the 
igreat revolution in learning from which, as we 
tave seen, the world is at this day reaping sudi 
irast benefits. I am aware of the high distinction 
which belongs to one name, in this great achieve- 
linent ; nor would I take from Bacon one iota of 
tiie praise which belongs to him, as one of the 
]freat intellectual lights of the world. I will not 
assail his claim to be denominated the Father of 
ttnductive Philosophy, as applied to the great prac- 
tical purposes of life. In pointing out its uses, and 
^predicting it§5 results, he stands upon an elevation 
^hich ijie * shoulcj be allowed to occupy without 
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^question or dispute. His capacious mind was' abib 
,to take in the whole range of sciences, and tp' sew 
how they could be made productive of good Ibyi ap^ 
J)lying to them the principles which he was con*- 
fttantly exhibiting/ in some new and important 
light. The object which he proposed was, as hjB 
himself says, *^ not only knowledge, but fruit 
Irom knowledge, so as to effect the relief of • man's 
(estate." And most effectively did he contribute to 
the accomplishmeiit of his, noble design. ^ 

But as there were Reformers in the Church 
before the Reformation, bo was it ^Iso in the world 
of philosophy. There were' men before Batoon^s 
day, who appeared as the day spring of coming 
brightness, as the preparers of the way, the John 
the Baptists of a new dispensation in the progress 
of knowledge. And though in their labors they 
«ometimes appear, like men struggling to free thein> 
belvcs from chains, or like men groping their w^y 
©ut of darkness, yet they are not the less to be esr 
teemed -as the fore-runners of coming liberty and 
light. f, i,^ 

Little however had been accomplished tmtijl 
the Reformation to6k place, emphatically known 
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by that name; and it was the mighty men distia- 
jg[uished r in history as the Jleformer^, .who gave 
that .first, gigantic hlow to the tyranny, of the 
Schoplnjien, which set learning ftep from the irpii 
thraldom of scholasticism, and Qpened th? way for 
th^ spre^-d of a philosophy which all science now 
follows and honors. J'rom the day w^en Luther 
took ihe solemn path, " I swear to defend the truth 
of t,h^ gospel with all my strength," and was made 
Bit)lipal Poctor, he felt; himself hound to make ft 
full acquaintance with the Bible his great ^object 
The Scriptures, accordingly became his constant 
*tudy, the aliment of his mind, both the model 
and material of his thought. He not only. drank 
in their spirit,. and their docj;rines, but their mpd^s 
0^' argument, of illustration and of application. 
He felt as, they inspired, him to feel, and' taught 
as tl^ey showed him how to teach. He soon found 
how, greatly they differed in all these respects. from 
the Schoolmen, whom he had formerly studied 
with great care, and who had then almost undis- 
puted sway in the world of learning around hii^. 
ip^e at once assailed them with the strength and 
earjaestness characteristic of the man, "Aristotlo, 
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t^orpkyry, the Theologians of the Sentences," he 
(ieclared, " these are the unprofitable study of thfe 
age. I desire nothing more ardently than to lay 
open before all eyes this false system, which has 
^tricked the church by covering itself with a Grreek 
fiiask; and to expose its worthlcssness before the 
world." He seemed never to be wearied in repeat- 
ing that "the writings of the apostles and pro- 
pliets are both more certain and more sublime 
'than air the sophisms of the Schools." And before 
iohg he exultingly writes, " (jroA works ambi^ ly^ 
us. Aristotle is on the wane, and already totters 
to hi^ fall, which is near at hand, and irreversible.^ 
li'ariguage of the same import you find in the 
Writings of all the distinguished Ueformers ; and 
here I would have it noted ais' a, remarkable 

event in the history of learning, that the coming 
f ' •' _ 

of a healthful and sound philosophy, followed the 

Reformation in Religion, which rescued the Holy 
'Bible from oblivion, and placed it in the hands of 
the Ifearned and the unlearned, to' become an elet- 
irierit in the formation of their minds, and to leave 
itis: iihpres^ on all their modes of thought and feel- 
ing, "l^his was the work of the Reformers, all (A 
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them' in their own sphere assailing the tyranny crf> 
ihe Sciioalmen, and contributing to break it down. 
In this view Bacon has been somewhat fitly called,'! 
not 'the Robespierrej but the Napoleon of philosot^- 
p\if. He built where others had demolished, and) 
rttme^ had done so much to- batter into dust th^i 
string and gloomy Bastile, in Which human intel'-^> 
ieot had long been imprisoned, and held compara^^ 
thrfeiy powerless for good, as those right-hearted > 
and strong-handed men, whom Bacon himself lov*. ' 
ed ,to honor as the champions both of religioui^^ 
tmih and intellectual liberty. -J* 

Accordingly, as every one knows who is oon*^^ 
vecsant with the subject, it was from the day iuj 
which the Bible was brought forth from the dark^ ' 
neS9 under which scholasticism had covered it, and 
became a new and pervading element of thought*^ 
inthfe intellect of nations which were blessed with 
itb light, that you find philosophy aind science as-^ 
saming their new guise, and making strides un*. 
kHown before. You hear of no Copernious, nor-^ 
Tjxjho Brahe, or Kepler, or Galileo,: till yon have ' 
hbard of a Luther, a Zuingle, and a Calvin. It is ' 
trofi' indeed, that you may occasionally find soii» . 
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<iii;ti»gukhed philosopher in lands where the BiWei 
WM compwatively a sealed book,; but if so, you se^j 
l^iim in a constant antagonism; with tbp darknessi 
aiiaujp,d him. He is^'^ like a star that dwells alone* i 
5Lf^. is not one of a, bright constelhition.. The sky^ 
i^^ 'which we, discover! him is not congenial to the)! 
diaplayof kindred lights. If you would behold a/, 
iuanainejit w:hefre suc]i, luininpries rise and shiflje iai 
clusters, giving and receiving from each, jotber thai 
lustre which creates perfect day ;, aad where thbir*^ 
ii^fluenee is felt in a philosophy, that reaches high > 
and deep into the treasures of nature, arid brings t 
forth bar choice&t gifts for the benefit of man ; you 
must find it where the Word of God circulates as. 
free as the air we breathe, where, its ti*uth shines^ 
uhche^cked and untrammeled as light from the « 
havens.; You do not find Bacons, Boy leg. New? ^ 
total, Davys, or Herfeohels, in Spain, Portugal, or, 3 
Italy, but in Bible taught England. Qt look at. i ' 
FrauBce- The growth of her great philosQphera . 
has ib^an since she broke away from the tyranny,^ 
that fchadned the intellect under, the bondage oii 
the . Schools ; and the renown of her dtetingui^hed! 
scholars at this day, as may be seen from their: 
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>varks, is.oM^ing ia a great d^ree, to theit; hmm^ 
cauglit iomch of that spirit of a sound philosppl^y* 
which the Reformers cajight from the Bible, In-? 
deed it is <ilue. to Prance, to remember. that among 
thp first of scholars, renowned for his struggles iii» 
behalf of a philosophy now in its principles and- 
applic^itions, v^^^ Bamua of Paris, who ma4e thft 
Bible his daily study, thoug-h at the expense <p| 
cruel persecution and final martyrdojaa, and dreAVi 
from it both, his faith in religion, and his princir' 
pies i,n dialeqtics. Nor did Bacon give biorth to hia 
** Advancement of Learning," his " J)e Augmentiat 
Scientiarum," his '* Novum Organum," until, afi 
he hiinsfilf intimates, the tyranny of the School- 
men had been overturned by the influence of thft 
Reformation; and until by a careful study of th^. 
Bible, his mind had acquired a controlling sympa-i 
thy with itj npt oiily in itg doctrines, but also. in 
its modes of argument, its sources of evidence^ and 
its practical application of truth; in a word, until 
liis mind had been clarified by the power of in- 
s^pired truth acting upon him, perhaps to an ex-. 
tjBnt of. which he may not have been fully eoun 
scious himself He became the indudtive aad 
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fWftotioal philosopher, ill no small degree, froiti 
Ifewiiig hi$ mind imbued with a spirit 6f induii^ 
tive and practical theology. ^' 

;: 11* the world then owes much to Bacon ahet 
dther philosophers of his olass^ Bacon o\^es mucht ^ 
foithe Bible, and to the Reformation which brought 
fl>'forth from oblivionl The Bible made him whdt- ' 
^ J^ was, and placed * him where he is. Had h^ 
Mved in a day oM a land in which the Bible^ douM 
have had no influence in forming his channels ahrf 
filodes of thought, he had never become a Sir Trail- 
*4s Bacon, though he might have been a Thomas 
Aquinas, or a Duns Scotus, strong in his abstrac- 
tlons, and deep in his mysticism. And if we ate. 
ftsked, why did not the Bible produce a Bacoh aij 
hn earlier day ; though the question is ii*relevaht; 
the answer is ready. The Bible did not produce a 
Bacon before Bacon's age, becauf-e in no previou:^ 
^e was it so diffused and received among men of 
Bacon's class, as to form a leading portion of tiieir 
intellectual treasure, or to have a leading influence 
on their intellectual training. Never before had it 
80 become part and parcel of the common store 
d«nong the body of the learned, enriching their 
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minds with the beautiful simplicity of its tiadh- 
ings. Never liiefore had it reached sdch a poiq^faan 
its spread, as to have either influenced or farmed 
public opinion among the learned. Froria the 
groves and academies of Grreece and Rome^ ii iiisi& 
entirely shut out. In their wilful ignorance of.it, 
they pronouiifced it ** foolishness." True> the fa^ok 
in all its attrlbntes of wisdom and truth m^ 
within their reach. But though " the light ihined 
in the darkness, the darkness Qomprehended )it 
not." K eject it as they might, and as the leran- 
ed did in generations after them; the time was 
however to come, when philosophers who deservied 
the name, would receive and honor the inspiirfed 
Volume. It did come in the days of Bacon, iihd 
of his illustrious brotherhood; and the Book li!as 
repaid a thousand fold the justice then done it, by 
creating an era in the history of knowledge, whlbh 
gave her freedom instead of bondage, and sent' tier 
abroad to benefit a world from which she had pte- 
viously hidden her comparatively scanty stqrfes 
with the selfishness of penury. ) 

Such then being the state of learning in our 
day, ?.nd such being the revolution through wfcifch 
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it has passed) it would be foUy and injustice to 
r suppose it hostile to the spirit of true religion. It 
I is directly ihe reverse. It is to bo received as 
: 'the handmadd and ally of Revelation. When tho 
Reformation in religion took plaee, . the. Refor- 
.'ma/tion m philosophy sooa followed; and ithe 
/Mpread of the Bible was the great naefajaB of ef- 
'fecting both: the one and the other* . 
•' But' further : There are still otber views to be 
I taken of the. prejudice we are anxious, to see re- 
I moved. It h^ not oriiy created unjust suspicion 
and aversion against learning, and learned men; 
;>but it has at times aroused a sipirit of cruel per- 
:. sequtipn against science. It cannot be denied tl^at 
). there he^ve been martyrs to Philosophy as^well as 
. to Christianity. In spience as in other importajit 
^ interests of human life, great men do not follo;w, 
. but lead ; and are sometipaes so far in advance of 
; their generation that their views are misconceived, 
.misapprehei^ded, and opposed with bitter animosi- 
ty. While spending their lives and strength in 
discoveries that may benefit our whole race, so far 
I* from being cheered and applauded as benefactors, 
'they are oftea not even allowed to share in, that 
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charity that " suflfereth loaig. and is kind^ eavieUii 
not and thmketh ncevik" ; > i i 

I hxight give you instance after instanoe, sbo-wi. 
ing that men who have made those Taluabjle 6Ug-' 
gestions in physical science which have led to* the 
most valuable improvements in the oondiiion of 
man, have been persecuted ; as blasphemers a^^ 
malefactors, by those who were little inclined t4^ 
rest till they had seen these pioneers of , knbwledgei 
either burnt at the stake a* conjurors, Ofr- confined^ 
in chains as madmen. But let us dwell chiefly on' 
one conspicuous example. Let us g^ back to thi^' 
period when the ennobling alnd elevating sd^en^' 
of Astronomy was yet in its infancy ; that science' 
which 'furnishes such arguments for devotion iii' 
every new discovery it makes, as to have led^toj 
the just remark, that 

" An undevout Astronomer is mad." 

iict us refer to the labors and sufferings of the illugr 
trious Galileo, called by many " the master of Eu^ 
rope in science," during his life. 

It was about fifty years before his day, that the 
system of Ptolemy was assailed ai^ overthrown 
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by Goperhious, a Gaftofci iyf the chapter of ^ Frauen- 
burg. But though the prdbfe were conducive, that 
the ^rth moves aroiand the sun, instead of the sun 
uiovin^ round the earth; and although Coperni- 
«ub being an edclieQiastiehimself> might have. hoped 
ffar the syiapathy of his brotherhood; yet he was* 
iimd about' making his discoveries known, lest h^ 
Baigbt bring on himself .the censure of the ohuiCchv 
if not the pains of the Inquisitioli. Accoidingly- 
his discovery slumbered for several years. But when 
Qalileo, by his * iuiprovements ^ in the ^ consftmotion. 
of' the telescope, carried his discoveries into the> 
besbvens far beyond the limits which had bounded 
the views of Copernicus, and had learned how the 
\Faist assemblage of fixed stars are held lin thdtr? 
pjjaoes, surrounded by their satellites ; -and thus not 
only proved the truth of the Cppernioan system, 
but also of the great laws which govern the hea- 
venly bodies, unknown until his day; perhaps 
being less acquainted than Copernicus with the 
ignorance and jealousy of the Priests, he gave his 
discoveries to the world fully and fearlessly. No 
^her however had he published them, than the 
c^y of heresy was raised against him. The whole 
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Science of Astronomy was represented as nearly * 
allied to Astrology. The Astronomer was accord- i 
ingly brought before the Inquisition, where he was . 
told that he had been cited, not to be heard in his . 
defence, but t6 hear himself and his disoov^ioii ^> 
condemned; arid it was only on condition of hk « 
renouncing them as untrue, and of* his promise not 
to vindicate or teach them, either in conversation '• 
or in writing, that he obtained his liberty. j 

It cannot be denied that by thus- abjuring hisi 
own discoveries, he inflicted a stain upon his name * 
which can never be effaced. Indeed he had faults * 
which I would be far from palliating or excusing; 
and yet let us riot judge him too severely. He» 
was not a man of iron nerve. He stood before that'i 
awful court which had the power of creating ter- ' 
ror in the minds of the accused, beyond any other 
invention of ancient or modern times. The dark- 
cells into which it thrust its victims, and from 
which they never returned, its slow and unsparing 
tortures, had often overpowered men of the greatest' 
resolution. The dread of death under less fright* 
ful circumstances, as we may remember, once drew 
Cranmer to put his hand to a paper in which he 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



SIXTH LECTURE.; Sft7; 

renounced his faith c^s a Frote^tO'nt, though he af- 
tei^wards repented of the deed and died a martyr 
at the stake, holding in the hottest of the flame 
the hand thatf had signed the unhappy recantation, 
exclaiming:, while he had power to speak, "This 
uniworthy right hand ! This unworthy right hand ! 
This is the hand that wrote it, and therefore it 
simXl first suffer punishment." The greatest of 
men have moments of weakness, when they may 
f^il in their fidelity to the truth ; and Galileo is 
sgiid^io have plead in his excuse, that though for a 
tiifte he professedly renounced the truth, yet he 
was confident that at length, it would and must 
prevail ; that even if the Inq^uisitors could stop his 
Uani they could not stop the earth's motion ; and 
that other astronomers beside himself would arise, 
vfho would give currency to his discoveries under 
circumstances when no power of the Inq[uisition 
cpuld suppress them or retard their progress. 
V When set at liberty however, his passion for 
l=iew investigations showed itself to be as strong as, 
ever. His telescope was again before his eyes, and 
^rned towards the heavens, where he saw proofs 
^hiph tended toe^aWiaferSiore and more the opin. 
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,jipps which he had been driven to abjura Notwith- 
standing the danger to which he exposed himsjBlf, 
he at once published his famous " Dialogues" on 
the two great systems of the world; and inftii' 
eflced, perhaps, by a sense of shame, at the duplici- 
ty which he had been induced to practice, and ^f 

.resentment at the unworthy treatment he had re- 
ceived ; he introduced some strokes of cutting* sar- 
casm against the hypothesis which he so fully ovei- 
threw, and against the men who maintained it. 
The cry of heresy was instantly renewed; and at 
the age of seventy years, this venerable man wius 
brought to Rome and committed as a prisoner. 16 
the end he was called up to receive sentence ; and 
again compelled to condemn his discoveries as im* 
pious, and to bind himself by an oath, never to 
teach or support them in any way, or in any ibrmi 
As a punishment too for having disobeyed the former 
decree of the Inquisition, he was detained a prison- 
er at the pleasure of the Cardinal Inquisitors; and 
required, as a penance, to repeat the seven penitea^ 
tial Psalms, once a week during the space of three 
years. At the same time his writings were prohib- 
ited, and ordered to be publicly burnt afc Rome. . 
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We can easily imagine what would be the eSeot 
:of such a degrading discipline on a mind like his 
— excitable, impatient of restraint, and longing to 
Inreak away and mark out new paths of discovery 
in the wide expanse of the heavens above. It was 
like chaining the eagle to the earth, and compel- 
ling him to trail his wings in the dust, instead of 
allowing him to rise into his native regions high 
in the air. It would break the spirit, and shorten 
the life of the noble bird to have his nature thus 
violated and wronged. Such was the effect of the 
davish penance enjoined upon Galileo; and this 
brings to our view an incident in this melancholy 
history which may well awaken our deepest sym- 
pathies. 

He had a daughter with a mind gifted much 
like that of her father, ardent and aspiring. She 
saw the effect produced upon her aged parent by 
the constant reiteration of the penitential psalms 
day after day ; and as the strange and dark morals 
of that generation allowed, she volunteered to en- 
dure the penance in his stead. The eflfect was as . 
disastrous upon her health and spirits as it had 

been upon his ; but in the devotedness of her affec- 
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tion^ ghe concealed from him the inward ferer that 
waa con^ming her vital strength, niod ere loii^ 
-was caarried to an untimely grave ; alike the viotim 
pf filifil devotion, and a reproach to the cruelty (of 
%no(ra|!L]3e and superstition which had led te so 
J|^infui;fa» catastrophe. The loss of his lovely child, 
iwith bis other calamities, broke the heart of tke 
persecuted sufferer, notwithstanding the efforts of 
his friends to soothe and comfort him. The world 
«9ion became as ^ark to him as to his child in her 
sepulchf^. He was overtaken with blindness aft 
ihe effect of grief and study ; and at last died, more 
ihe victim of sorrow and vexation than of either 
age or bodily disease. 

' There are other martyrs besides Oalileo who 
fiave fallen victims to the prejudice which I am 
aKxposing. I have dwelt the longer on his casd, 
that you may the better perceive how ruthless and 
kiinsparing is the war it has at times waged against 
knowledge and intellect. In its unfeeling cruelr- 
Jty, it has broken down and crushed some of tko 
ehoioest spirits that ever appeared as the bene*' 
ifustors 6f mankind; and whose frames, tenderif 
iB^ung, and sensitive to wrong, have quickly sunk 
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toider the fierce blow of the defamer and perseoii- 
im. Professing' to be the guardian and defendw 
of the Bible^ it has oftep rej^robated the very diA- 
IbDV^ries which throwa richeir and larger meaning 
into many of the sacred pages« That Holy Bo^ 
f& full of types and symbols taken from the workjl 
^ nature ; from the heavens,, from the sun^ moon 
land stars ; from earth and sea, and all their vsr 
irlous products. To iindeirstand the real signifi^ 
Yiance of these emblems with which the Script- 
inre abounds, we muat know the nature of the 
object itself, the laws which govern it, and th* 
purposes it subserves iii the world of which it 
may be a part. 

i The scientific interpifeter of Ood'a works is con- 
sequently to be viewed as acting in alliance witk 
;the sound expositor of God's word; ^and as one 
Joumong many of the proofs showing how mnoh 
fiesh light may thus be thrown upon the inspircnl 
writers^ let us take an jexample from the discoveries 
^ Qopernicus and Galileo, <tO' which we havejuist 
rafi^ed, and which awakened^ a:^ we have seen^ the 
mirelenting fanaticism thaii distinguished their day. 
We are all familiar with the figurative language 
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c^ikhS^li denoillinatids the Saviaur as the ^^ Sun/' ^^the 

/Sim ^ tighieotisness;" land ihe dsroiit Christian 

inhoiidd tibver look upon flie King of day -i^ithoUt 

c^tiian^kfitliie^s tha^ he has theve shining a ooBstdnt 

* tettieitibrttn(W of his Redeemer. But the full mg- 

rfniflcki«?e of ihat heaiitifuL sjrnfbol w^ never boin- 

^prehbnded, till we had been taught that the sua is 

fthb^gifeat centre arobnd which our earth is conti- 

^liually^ revolving; not only deriving &Mn him JigfhLt 

and liiB^ty^beauty and fertility; hut a] so retaiiied 

^inltg fii|>{)iropriate s^h^re, by his attracting and sus- 

^tainihg power, until it shall have fulfilled itsta|>- 

opoihted 'time, and then to be lost in that flood.' jbf 

c light/ intd which it will be kindled by the ftresibf 

^ihfe last day. This is the theory respecting the sttn 

^^^hd pluadis, whidt Oalileo studied and jfeufferdd so 

fttiiieh :to eitabll^h ; and when viewed As the ti^e 

^ sciettoe of ■ the heavens, what aai illustrious display 

Hd thfe siin made to ftirnish of the glory and o&kebs 

'of theVRedeemer, his people revolving aro^ind hiih, 

vownin^ -Him as the great centre of attra^ion ito 

^' which ithey should tend, deriving from him both Ihe 

^- light that guides them, and the life-giving warmjbh 

I tbiat mak^ them fruitful of g-ood wcrks; while. at 
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v^tke same tf me they are preserved in the yfhy ^Shis 

roommiandmefii^ ftom whidh a^t times ^ th^y ^w^- 

Jder, by his drawii^ them nearer^ to him^d^ iftil 

iat last ikefy will be wrapped in tile glcsryf *wjji!(|h 

ja/waiits themv when thbir fellowshiqi . wif h > Hiin 

fihall be cleser aooid more perfect. Qoinparisd; mth 

this copious signifioaiiLQe^ how jejune ai^d Unfittiit^ 

would this symbd of Hie Redeemer be readied, jif 

t<fbe eartii were made the; < central point, .aiwi the 

:«un mad© obsoquiorisly to remolve- arouli^ ^it 2 { .3 

^ Tlxis is but a singile example out of many whioh 

^Jj might quote, to ^how how. those discoveries in 

IJBcSenbe, which at first were decried as hiMlle 40 

Kihe Bibl^, when rightly d^ppreeiated^ hata b^^coj^e 

((the eslpDsitors of a rich and divine wi^pm i* iklih 

(Holy Volume which could never have hmn: ntiA^ 

.' stdod without their aid. The very firat pageqf in- 

vEpiration describing the Creation of otOr world, is 

.. another remarkable instancy. An ijijimtice siwi- 

.flar to. that which was doBfe to Astronomy ifl fgr- 

(\!m0r ^d/ges, has more recently been done to Greplpgy. 

.: Troje^many of the mone distinguiished GroOlogi^ts 

iiaye done much to ^excite «i pirejudioe 'against ^e 

^whoiO'Scieiice they, teach^ by the rash theories thay 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



ttW six*H lActur'e. 

bltre advanced, and "which we hope hereafter ta 
show are as itiuoh at war with i^ound philosophy^ 
as with sacred Sotiptttre. But there are principled 
m Goology which have become fixed and settled 
stt completely, as to place them beyond all reason^' 
aMe donbt. Among these is the creation of bur 
\tiyt\d out of another which existed before it, and' 
ttoftn perished ; burying in its deep ruins, the pird-'* 
ducts which once ocnreifed its face, and which artf 
libW often exhumed as the fossil remains of a worlclP 
that has "waxed old like a garment;" while at the' 
sftme time, we are taught to believe that out oP 
the tuins of our world, when it shall have been cori-^^ 
siimed by the fires of the last day, are to arise^ 
"new heavens and a new earth." According iff 
tMs theory, worlds themselves are subject to groWtW^ 
add decay, like the products of our earth in ihW 
varying reasons; and constant change is passin^^ 
on every creature of the Almighty in his materiW^ 
Universe : — ^He, and He alone remaimng " the same;' 
yefeterday, to-day and forever." No one can fail tbf' 
perceive how forcibly such conceptions terid to' 
illustrate the meaning of the Psalmist, wheri/^ 
describing the eternity and immutability of Godll 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



SIXTH LECTU^B* a*Wfe 

^« contracts these divine attiribates wUh til© grep.tl 
changes that are.constj^ntly passing upo^ tl*^ e.artlfc 
and the heavens, saying, "Of plcl hast thpH.J3iid/th4 
foundations of the earth ; and the heavenis %xf^ th^ 
vs^ort; of.tjby Jtiap^s. They .styal/ peri«h> lp(^1f tho*^ 
sj^?^lt end^irey yea, ^11 of them sh^U wajt; pJd Uto* 
q-.gar^^ent; as a vesture shtflt tihpu ch$ti)®?> them^ 
an4.they shall be chang/ed: But thou art thf^^aaaai!^ 
and thy years ^hall. h^ve no .end>" Bv|t rt#\iritifei 
Sjfianding the heatiful illustration, thus giyeftjitdi ihei 
ijfprds of Scripture by this theory rpspeeting t^ smlki 
cession of worlds, yrh^n it vyap jiyi^t advan^pd^ fl'»a 
ontcry W3,s .raised against itjis leading ri€^. only tdj 
ijgipiety but tp Aliieism. J'^rther i4ijiui4y,i ««ida 
ig.pre i^nowledge ainwg the .fronds of R^Jigion,*^ 
l][p,Ye since shown that, tb^.wiiflifct in swrfc^fcasM* 
^a? npt l(etweQn Qeology ai^d: tibe Bible^ hrtk h^^a 
tween GreoJogy a^nd a mistaken and- su|)0r|.Giftl Am-/ 
terpretation of, th^ Bible}; and that the yeijr tomco 
theories at first viewed with, so Miuoh aiarmoand a«U 
sailed with so npjach ahu^e^ , ar0 r^qtiird(\ \^bfeth : t^( 
rgpder th^ Holy Yglujne cc^iateiat with? itself^]! 
and to ponr light ou pages, that wereidj^k audi 
Pfrplexin^, . . ,, /.,.;■..• ■. ' y J -i^b 
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But whsbtever may have been gathered, iu tiii»e» 
past £rom the Heayeas above^ or Uie earth beneath 
to illustrate God's Holy Word, it is but a small 
pant of what is yet to be doue^ There is a meam- 
ing not yet fiiUy developed, in theexdamation c^ 
David, "Thou hast magnified thy wbrd abbve ,all 
thy name." From discoveries of Science' already 
Hauade we are enabled more iuUy to see God's 
name written in every star that shines above us, aU 
it shows forth the riohes and power of the hand 
thatjaiade it, and robed it in light. It is owing tdf 
aid from the same source that we can alsio more^ 
lully see His name in the mines of wealth a^idi 
comfort which lie hidden in the bowels of our 
earthy as they display the. wise Providence witk 
which He has treasured them up feom ages past({ 
for the benefit of our race, in all generations, as time 
rolls on. But there are still brighter revelations 
of his wisdom mercy and power contained in his 
Word. It stands '* magnified above all his name," 
inasmuch as it reveals a salvation for lost man 
which we could never havQ undertsood from any 
other teachings than those we find in its pages. 
And if we may judge from the past, as to what 
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«B nmy ebcpect in tke' fatufe, eveiy Bfota and eiery 
.^ar now above m, and every thing embosoimd' ilt 
tffiue earth beneath us, as they beoome better' kiii)i\v^ 
through the labors of the learned, will eoi)(tiiDiM[ 
fto unseal sotme new and precious ineanii^g.iAi tdi^ei^ 
inspired redords aiid promises of Heaveii's ^r^sijd 
oi{lr fallen race, .r r \il\ 

h Then, in a hew sense, will "the iHeufveiil^ftft 
H^^vens^ and the waters that be above the HeiiP 
^imsl the mountains and the hills and tih«odde]f)i 
fdiaces of the earth/' all of them^^praise ihen^dmti 
of the Lord^" as each of them brings its oiSeiiiig^; 
both to fulfil and to illustrate His Word. May ^Hid 
^rnile rest upon every effort to acoomplish that end'^> 
which is made with an hupible reliance on, f^Hu) 
promised blessing. ' !:^f:v.' 

■• ■ ■;.' 'io' 

• ■' 1, \\\ ' 
.' . , • ".r.: 
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Page 16. 



The present aspect of the controversy with infidelity has 
created a growing desire that both our Literary and Theolo- 
gical Institutions would bestow more attention on the har- 
mony of Physical Science with the Scriptures. That able 
and interestiDg author, Hugh Miller, has the following re- 
marks on the subject in his " Foot-prints of the Creator :" 

" The evangelistic Churches cannot, in consistency with 
their character, or with a due regard to the interests of their 
people, slight or overlook a form of error at once exceed- 
ingly' plausible and consummately dangerous, and which is 
telling so widely on society, that one can scarce travel by 
railway, or in a steamboat, or encounter a group of . intelli- 
gent mechanics, without finding decided trace of its ravages. 

" But ere the Churches can be prepared competently to 
deal with it, or with the other objections of a similar class 
which the infidelity of an age so largely engaged as the pre- 
seut in physical pursuits will be from time to time originat- 
ing, they must greatly extend their educational walks into 
the field of physical iscience. The mighty change which has 
taken place during the present century in the direction in 
which the minds of the first order are operating, though in- 
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dicated on the face of the country in characters which can* ' 
not be mistaken, seems to have too much escaped the notice ^ 
of our theologians. Speculative theology and the metaphy- ' 
rics are cognate branches of the salne science ; and when, txs' 
in the last and the preceding ages, the higher philosophy of ' 
the world was metaphysical, the Churches took ready cogni- ' 
zance of the fact, and in due accordance with the require* ' 
ments of the time, the battle 6f the Evidences was fought ' 
oh metaphysical ground. But, judging from the preparations ' 
made in their colleges and halls, they do not now seem suffi- ^ 
dently aware — ^though the low thunder of every railway, and ' 
the snort of every steam engine, and the whistle of the wind'^ 
amid the wires of every electric telegraph, serve to publish * 
the fact — ^that it is in the department of physics, not of meta- ' 
physics, that the greater minds of the age are engaged; that ' 
the Lockes, Humes, Kants, Berkeleys, Dugald Stewarts, and ' 
Thomas Browns, belong to the past; and that the philoso- • 
phers of the present time, tall enough to be seen all the world ' 
over, are the Humboldts, the Aragos, the Agassizes, the^ 
liebegs, the Owens, the Herschels, the Bucklands, and the 
^Brewsters. In that educational course through which, in 
tills coimtry, candidates for the ministry pass in preparation 
for their office, I find every group of great minds which has 
in turn influenced and directed the mind of Europe for the 
last three centuries, represented, more or less adequately, 
save the last It is an epitome of all kinds of learning, with 
the exception of the kind most imperatively required, be- 
cause most in accordance with the genius of the time. Thei 
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restorers of dassic literature, the Buchanans and Eraamuses, 
we see represented in our Universities .by the Greek and. 
what are termed the Humanity courses ; the Galileos, Boyles, . 
aud Newtons, by the Mathematical and Natural Philosophy . 
courses; and the Lockes, Kants, Humes, and Berkeleys, by 
the Metaphysical course. But the Cuviers, the Huttons, the . 
Cavendishes, and the Watts, with their successors, the prac- , 
tical philosophers of the present age — ^men whose achieve- 
njents in physical science we find marked on the surfiice oi 
the country in characters which might be read from the. 
n^oon — are not adequately represented. It would be perhaps 
more correct to say, that they are not represented at aJ] ; and 
tl^e clergy, as a class, suffer themselves to linger far in the rear 
of an intelligent and accomplished laity, a full age behind 
the requirements of the time. Let them not shut their eyes to 
tl|e danger which is obviously coming. The battle of the Evi- 
dences will have as certainly to be fought on the field of phy- 
sifcal science, as it was contested in the last age on that of the 
metaphysics. And on this new arena the combatants will 
have to employ new weapons, which it will be the privilege 
of the challenger to choose. The old, opposed to these, 
would prove but of little avail. In an age of muskets and 
artillery, the bows and arrows of an obsolete school of war- 
fare would be found greatly less than suflicient in the field 
of battle, for purposes either of assault or defence." 

I would respectfully commend these important suggeg- 
tiona to all who are entrusted with the care of our semina- 
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• iries of learning; and also to the friends of education who, 
.haring liberal means at their disposal, might endow profes- 
sorships, to supply the want which is now so painfully 
.'dtfVious. Metaphysical studies should neither be dropped 
(ttOiT'Set aside in order to make room for Physical Scieniie. 
, jBcU in the present state of the intellectual world, while a 
'ifebll arranged plan of liberal education should include both, 
the latter ought to have a first place as to the means provifl- 
sfadibr it and the time bestowed on it. 
l ' 

Page 19. 

It would be easy to multiply instances showing the hasty 
'Conclusions by which infidels in their zeal to discredit the 
Bible have only discredited their own reputation for science 
^nd fair argument. Egypt was once considered a favorable 
^soirfor the growth of scepticism. It lay so remote in ancient 
history, and the traces of its attainments in science and the 
arts were so imperfect and perplexing, that it seemed just 
what the sceptic could desire, who would "darken counsel by 
words without knowledge." Accordingly its chronology, its 
liieroglyphics, and its various antiquities have been paraded 
before the world again and again, as overthrowing the in- 
spiration of the Old Testament. But now that Egypt has 
been subjected to a more thorough examination by men wlio 
were competent to unravel her mystic lore, what has been 
., the result? We refer to the two following illustrations the 
fnore readily, as they have been furnished to the church 
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and the world by men who were not labormg to viudi- 
cate the Bible, but simply pursuing thek* own s^ieivfcifio 
researches. 

The first is in relation to the fimious Zodiac in the Tem- 
ple of Denderah. The subjoined account of the contrpveisy 
respecting it is taken fix)m the pen of Eev. Dr. CheeveF, 
while writing as the Correspondent of the New- York Qb- 
.server, 

"I know" he says, "of scarcely any more interesting aab- 
ject. The account of the attack made upon Christianity 
through its medium, and of its' signal defeat in the progresa 
of Egyptian discovery, is one of the most striking pages 
in the history of discomfited infidelity. 

"I have already given a slight description of one of the 
zodiacs of Denderah, supposed to be an astronomical repre- 
sentation of the twelve signs of the zodiac in regujar succes- 
sion. These zodiacal pictures never seem to have been no- 
ticed till the period of the invasion of Egypt under Napoleon. 
The French army and its officers seem to have been prepared 
for an expedition among the ruins of Egyptian antiquity 
with a wonderful mixture of enthusiasm, exaggeration, cre- 
dulity and unbelief K I' am not deceived in my recollec- 
tion, the whole army are said to have been so suddenly and 
entirely transported by the first sight of the temple of Den 
derah, that they burst into a simultaneous shout of admira- 
tion and surprise. Now the truth is, it would have been im- 
possible for any considerable part of the army together to 

have seen the temple at all; and when first discovered^ it k 

18 
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00 liid<iea amidst? liuxrouiadirig hmp9 oif ihibbbh^ tliat iirria 
-only Q>i arrivingridose in LtB. front, and.almOBt one by dnfe^ 
etbat y^ get mi^risifmsssion whatever of xtd gmnSsmr, • The 

surprise of individuals was perhaps grouped andgeneTaHaefl, 
-fihiroii^ £he tise-dfiHi?; allowable ; figure ;<rfq>eeoh; by the his- 
idlonail. <rf>(5he lex^pedition, into its ^]sjpowSt)k i^stilts, if tiie 
cwbolec^wnyfcawWjaATe witnessed the spectacle together.. :i 
f *'<Jenepal DeoAik first obseirvcd Ihe planisphere or cimtilAr 
f flBodiafc Jb 'the celHBg>K)f : ooc of the* hdls of the tempfe. Thdn 
^e Toc'tangidaarjfcicaBljbtiired zodaao which' I have descritodd 
•M'-AS dpBdQV«redy)Euii:ftffer^^ two other rectangular zodiajba 
Cf-wererfonliid iby tixe :CShampoilit>ns in the temjiles of Esneh, 
-home diaiaJiee abbvel * Thebes. They were copied, dnjgiuTfHri, 
IpubKskfeditoithe .lyorid, and as it waseveary whfere taken ft>r 
^granted that^ these, Ijcnaples «nd their sculptures were, the gwi- 

uine remMnsof dnisbntteSg}q)t, seience and infiddity tb^tix^r 
r4^uin^ that they.\a£Rprded Itstronomical oba^v^^ions of the 
r fltate uf ih^ heliyaoafiil the most remote periods. It was %>. 
"i papieasttly^dieihonistartt^d &a;k the celestial phenomena exhibiti^, 
jryan baQfc'from 4500: to 6500 yeais, and tiiat the zodiacal feys- 
otem t«a. which thdy belonged must have a date vastly bcyofid 
> the Mr5»a{c era df ereation, at least fifteen thousand years ago. 
** T£h^ aesmdj^ons of these infidel speculators were aiter- 
I ward^i proved ridieulously false; but even at that period 
^ftlier0 w^i^ not waiting able naen of great learning, among 
j.irhon^, ^ppejgredrthe celebrated antiquarian Visconti, to de- 
f. fend th^' truth of ' revelation even on the ground of those as- 
^ sumptions; that i&^ taking the zodiacs m true astronomieal 
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: monumeiits ; and they proved^ by equally coiicluBiVe dilOft- 

latioQS, that the monstrouB. antiquity aisigned must b0 ift- 

.'duced within the limits of one or tw<^«en[tnTies before tiie 

/iChrisiian era. cjtiia 

" Here the subject rested for a time^ till in 1822 tl^e jMh' 

cisphere of Denderah having been detaohed by a Frendh 

traveller from the ceiling of the temple^ was transpotiedvto 

ithe sea, disembarked at Mar»eilles, cBxrried to Faris^ purchased 

•by the king for 150,000 francs, and placed for exhibiiioh >ia 

i the Louvre. Here it not only attracted loultitudes of visitoiJSi 

rbut became the subject anew of profound study and speenla* 

. tion among learned men. Math^mataoiaDS and astronomers 

(bought to bring the results of their laborious backward eal* 

-^^culations into a correspondency witii ;that period of tibe worlfd 

when the zodiac in question was supposed to have begn 

i copied from the actual appeartoces in tJie heavens; 

"In a letter to the editor of the Bemi9 Encychpedique^ m 
/August 1822, ChampoUion reminded those bold ^eouldtdrs 
;on the monument of Dendwah,that a precise knowledge 0f 
asteonomical science, as it was understood by the ancient 
Bgyp^ia^ns, with all its erriois^ was^ as absQlutely necessary to 
• any just conclusion, as the most exact and learned theory of 
modern astronomy. Egyptian astronomy having b^n inti- 
mately blended with religion and astmlogy, mere objects t)i 
; worship might easily be mistaken for &ti astrrmomical sigVi, 
and a mere symbolicai representation fixf a real objec^t. !Biit 
fieHber this repnxjf, nor the opinion of' teamed archaeologists 
; who attriUited to the era of the zodiac in question antiqtiity 
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no greater than that pf the Bomftn dominion in Egypt, had 
any weight against the pretended exactness of the calcula- 
tions of learned astronomers. The infidelity of Dupuis' book 
on ^he origin, of all forms of religion, received a. new impulse, 
was spread about in small pamphlets, and was admitted un- 
checked in all companies. 
't *^So &r,* however, as it was bmlt upon Egyptian monu- 
ixnenfe, it lasted but a little while. Suddenly the discovory 
"-.fHfS a siiigle word di^aced and annihilated the whole of it. 
I In the tae of his phonetic alphabet, the younger Ghampol- 
lion 'found upon the planisphere of Denderah the Roman li- 
; tie of Emperor, and in continuing hia investigations on iDae 
. temple itself' he found the titles, namee, and surnames of lie 
emperors TtsERius, Claudius, Nero, and Domitian I JJpsm 
"the 'portico of another temple, supposed to have been many 
/^centuries *older tha^n even that of Denderah, he found the 
'. 'naines of the Roman Emperors Claudius and ANTDNmbs 
Piu&f Here was a triumph indeed, for there was no impugn- 
' inj^- ftie discovery, no resisting the evidence of the temfdes 
t' tiemfeelves, B^d all the long and laborious calculations of 
c * those le^-Tned- infidels were defeated in a moment Thpy 
: mu^ ]iave been singularly abashed, with all their boldness, 
i lookiTig a good deal like that creature found once 'squat like 
; a toad, close at the ear of Eve,' whom the spear of Ithuriel 
B-'toucTied lightly, and 'returned of force, discovered and sur- 
^ prised,' to his! own likeness.' K the poet Cowper had b^n 
.'living, he had gained a perfect illustration to add to his. pic- 
'.rttire'cfi^ thosd, : 
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-Who drill and boro 



The solid earth, and from the strata thoi« ' 
Extract a register, by which we learn 
That he who iuadd it and revealed its dat» ^ 
To Moses, was mistaken in its age." 



.'J 



"But this drilling aiwiilx»ring:was,iiothing'tp the'fiilly of 

(men who thought to dvertuj^tt' Christianity itself by spientific 

calculations based on the supposed aa^tiqtiiiy of a horoscope 

of heathen and pagap divinitiea, ampnument of miligled 

astrology, mythology and. astronomy !, Iiiaampch as flic zo: 

• diac in the temple at Es^eh appeared tocqnmience wJfefa the 

' dgn of the Virgin, they argued- an antiquity fpr that tpmpl^ 

iof between 2700 and, 3000 years before, ChristI / ^ . 

'*This carried men's mincjs back to a period seV-en^l cfeto- 

: tunes before the deluge, and supposed the'existencelthen in 

. Egypt of astronomical and architectural science TaJready i^ 

perfection, the monuments of which remained down to. mod* 

.. ern times, uninterrupted and uninjured eyen by the destru©- 

I lion of the world, as recorded ih the Scripturea It w^ a 

, good opportunity for scoffers to build their infiddity xato 

, something like a system, arid they were allowedj in- the 

•«• 

Providence of God, to do this just thoroughly enough atid 

♦ ' i 

long Enough, fully to display theik* presumption, the^ maJag- 
: nity and their ignorance;, and thiMl, ' at. the touch of truth 
: their discomfiture was as easy and as palpable as ^}\/b shoot- 
ing of a ray of light An inscriptioh discovered by Cham- 
pollion proved the zodiac in question to have belon^d either 
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lo the-ieign of Antoniiito or of Adrian. Even previoua to 
thi$^ Menr8.JEIujot and Gau, distinguished French artists, by ^ 
the measurement and critical examination of the edifices of' 
Egjl^t and those of Nubia had oome to the <^ert^n conclusions^ 
tiMrtl'inany among them were constructed and isculptured in'' 
ih«^ time of the Greeks and Bomaiis. ^ 

-^J^etfOnne, a learned French academician, came to the' ^ 
flaifae oondufiions with Ghampollion by the examination of ^ 
th^. .temples and of various insoriptions. Pursuing' his re^ ^ 
fleaktehes^ he even found, at length, a zodiac painted upon a I 
mummy-cofiSn belonging to the time of Trajan, and came to ^ 
the (conclusion that none of tMe representations of this nature 
lipiHi Egyptian monurhentfl hate any higher antiquity thall -^ 
4jhei epoch of the Boman ^perors, and that so far from hav-^^ 
^n^any tTglation to astronotpical soienoe, they are mere oma-^^ 
ftientS' of judicial astrology, or schemes of nativity, so called "• 
Jay fthiSf irtrologists, complimentaiy to the destinies of the itignr ■■'' 
nag^eiftpetDrs. So the bubble erf infidelity burst, like a South - 
^ei speculation, and the vaunted E^gyptian zodiacs lost nearly - 
all .their importance. **'Tniey are nothing more," said M. Le- -f 
tro&ne, **than simple objects of curiosity, which may furnish 
fiie^yitist and the antiquary with the means of making a few '^ 
collations, but which will hereafter present no object for truly '^ 
philosophical research ; for instead of concealing, as was ex- ^ 
gec'ted^ the secret of a Science which had reached its perfec- 
tionf^eV6n before the deluge, tlaey are merely a representation * 
{rf Absurd reveries, and a testimony still living of one of the 
;bllies which have most disgraced the human mind.** ^^ 
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<v, Tl^ i^ext e;si:ample flboYTing htwv the progress iq^i diacov-oi 
ex^ in Egypl^ has tunjedi the toblea oe infidelity, .^Tatates toii 
t\^ cultivatLoa of ;tb^ viae in that country.; .and theinoidenUiii 
aqr^l^ted by.Wt Oooke Taylor in .hifi^otk eatitlbd ."Tfe^HI 
natural Jiistory pf gqQiety," ^ha^r. ho.w even the Iqa^n^d d»Mj 
fenders of Christianity may t)^ wplpd by,!tli^60 inip(3rf0$ili dis^uj 
CQ\reries; aad.that.wihea p^rp^exi^^ arw^. i^tider ^ahjqtes- 
tiqi^Sj.it iaoiu: duty to wiait in pc^tience, tUlvMme shall be al^'R 
low^d to make th^ moi^ perfeet investigations whibl^ may i J 
put jthe who}© tmth ia>pur,po9»6teioni *f jHc that .bfelfevetb « 
sh^l not make haste." ., •<:(;' -> •<, "^ 

;- "The Poo|ks of Geaaeeis, and Bxod\iSi"«a(5rs Taylor^.^oon'jilj 
ta^i jncidei^tal liotlces of th^ copditwn of Egypt, by -^hijix w9l\^ 
ares,^njabled tp estiiBAt^ pnetty aeourately thj^ progi^sssaSof hxi^/J 
ma^ty at a remote s^e in the Tpfley of tke Nile; ;atid thcs© 
no|iqes have recently derived unexpected )ecp3&mlkti9iivfTom 
mojiern diacoveriear— for the iiionmaent^'bl^ught t6)light in . 
Egypt eonfirm the aocuracy of Scripture m levery partiqalarj^ - 1 
an<^ SsatisfaxjtorUy refute anyi qoqnt^istfttpi&ent3 wWcJb l^ad-^^ 

pre??;jpi:^y been ajlowed to ranki33 eoi^tsftidietory aijthbmtifid. ;b 
,"One remarkable instance (^ this fx^y^. jeyidenpe/for ibj^,-^ 

acci^rficy of the Pentateuch, will serve fitly, to intFodu^^jOur jj 

examinatipQ of the Scriptural §tateiftents^;re6pectingftbe^piv»:Q^ 

i%tion of Egypt ..;'.•..!; ,b, • ! :):.r t< • ■ :: :q 

.**In the.laet <?entviTy the Bopkg pf ^pse^ Y^T^^Qf\^[p,\r ..^ 
tac^^,;and their authenticity impugned,, ^Djepause.fhfyjj^^^n-.^ 
tion fthe existence of vineyard?, g^^P^M^?^^ ^^^R^W^f^^,?^ ^ 
wine, in Egypt; .for Herodotus expre^ly^(jl9clare^ t^ere^yrprer,;*. 
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ho vineyaida in Egypt, and Plutarcii avers tiiat the nathrej 
4>£ that country abhorred wine, as being the blood of those 
who rebelled against the gods. This authority appeared 
conclusive, not merely to the sceptics who impugned the ve- 
jradlty of the Pentateuch, but even to the learned Michaelis, 
who concluded that the use of wine was enjoined in the saot 
lifice for the purpose of making a broad distinction between 
the religious usages of the Israelites and of the Egyptians. 
The monuments opened by modem research have decided 
the controversy in favor of the Jewish, Legislator. In the 
subterranean vaults at Eilithyia, every part of the processef^ 
connected with the dressing and tending of the vine are 
faithfully delineated ; the trellices on which the vines wer« 
trained, the care with which they were watered, the collection 
of the fruit, the treading of the wine-press, and the stowing 
of the wine in amphorce^ or vases, are there painted to thf 
life ; and additional processes of extracting the juice froin 
the grape are represented, which seem to have been peculia;' 
to the Egyptian people. Mr. Jomard adds, that the remains 
of amphorae, or wine vessels, have been found in the ruin^t 
of old Egyptian cities, which are still encrusted with the 
tartar deposited by the wine. It is not necessary to aecouiit 
for the error into which Herodotus has feUen; he wrote long 
after Egypt had been distracted by civil wars, and then sub^' 
dued by the Persians ; calamities quite sufBoient to account 
for the disappearance of such a highly artificial cultivatioisi 
as that of the vine must have been in Egypt, His statemeni 
is most probably correct, if it be limited to the period when 
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Herodotus -svrote;. ami' ihrtte viewed, 'i^ becomes inptw^jfcaaat 
'iemdenc& for the superior aatiquity both of the Bible, andjtho 
:Egyptian Boonumenta." .. - . - or!v/ 

: "V ^ • ■• • ... ;'.: r.O'j 

; '^ Much as has been done by the learned to bring tHifehtS 
light respecting the lands where the Bible lays its scenes, 'w'^ 
&re persuaded that they are only at the beginning oi theit 
Vrork. They are yet on the surface, and the deeper they- ^ 
fei the exhumation of the ruins that tell of former times, thfey 
v&re furnishing new and indisputable evidence showing thi 
Iriith of sacred history. The Champollions, the Layard^ • 
and others of a kindred ambition are among the most valua^ 
%le expositors of the Bible. Dr. Eobson in his Lectures tb 
'^oung men, has well remarked — "Had Voltaire been no^v 
Slive, he would not have ventured to put the sneering ques- 
tion, how, and on what materials, the Hebrew law-givl3i 
%ould 'write the Pentateuch; for it is proved that pjlpyrus 
Was in common use for writing in his time. Nor would he 
have tauntingly asked how, after an interval of a thousaM 
•years, Hilkiah could find in the temple of Jerusalem the aii- 
'tograph of the law ; for writings and contracts on palpyrds,^ 
■as old. as the times of the Pharaohs, still exist, and arc stirt 
legible. Nor would he have insinuated against Ezra the 
charge of having forged the sacred books which he collc(*.t- 
<fed; for the written and monumental history' of Egypt ^^6 
^eoinddes with these books, in dates and facts, as to detnoil'- 
strate that they could not be the work of imposture. Oih 
• <femark respecting this celebrated infidel, made by Benjamftt 
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'Constant, an eminent French phflosopher, Who had' aban- 
doned infidel opinions in consequence of the nnmberleys 
difficulties which the facts of science oppbse to scepticism, k 
very pungent : * He who would be gay with Voltaire, at tl/e 
» expense of E&ekiel and Genesis, must imite two thing^ 
•which will make his gaiety sufficiently " melancholy — ignb- 

rance the most profound, and frivolity the most deplorable^^' 

• \ 
Pa«b 30. I 

The change that has taken place since Voltaire's day 

■ ' -^ 
among the leading minds of the French nation is very mark- 
ed, and prom's 'S happy results. The able writer of the fol- 

) 
lowing paragraph may have been too sanguine in his hopes, 

but there is much truth in his remarks. Having referred to 
'the sentiment of reverence for Christianity, which is so plainly 
avowed by De Tocquevllle in his Histoire Philosophiquc 
dii Eegne de Louis XV. be proceeds. 

"It is a remarkable and most consolatory circumstance, 

that these just and enlightened views on the subject of re- 
< • , ' ' ...» 

ligion, and itsi beneficial influence on society, are now enter- 
tained by all the deepest thinkers and most brilliant writers 
in France. There is not an intellect which rises to a certain 
level now in that country — not a name which will be known 
a hundred years hence, which is not thoroughly Christian in 
its principles. That, at least, is one blessing which has re- 
sulted from the Bevolution. Chateaubriand, Guizot, Lamar, 
line, Villeriiain, De Tocqueville, Michelet, Sismondi, Ama- 
'dee, Thierry, Beranger, Barante, belong \o this bright band. 
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When such men^ diflfering so widelj io every other re^^^ect, 
^.are leagued tpgetl^er in dtfence of Christianity, we may re- 
^gard as a passing evil whatever profligacy the works of Vip- 
, tpr Hugo. Eugene Sue, and Sand, pour iforth upon the Pa- 
risian world and middle classes throughout France. They, 
jao doubt, indicate clearly enough the state of general opinion 
K<it this time. But what then? Their great compeers, the 
giants of thought, foreshadow what it will be. l^he profligate 
novels, licentious drama, aiwi irreligious opinions of the mid- 
dle class now in France, are the result of the infidelity and 
wickedness which produced the Revolution. The opinions 
of the great men who have succeed- ?d the school of the En- 
cyclopedic, who have been taught by the suffering it j)ro- 
''duced, will form the character of a future generation. Pub- 

lie opinion, of. which we hear so much, is never anything 
\ ' ■ 
else than the re-echo of the thoughts of a few great men 

half a century before. It takes that time for ideas to flow 

down from the elevated to the inferior level. The great 

^never adopt, they only originate. Their chief efforts are 

always made in opposition to the prevailing opinions by 

which they are surrounded. Thence it is that a powerfuj 
^^, 

mind is always uneasy when it is not in the minority on any 
{■• "^ 

subject which excites general attention." 

v.. ■ '. . . . /. 

Page 40. 

I liave been told that when these Lectures were delivere^i 
I was thought by some of my hearers to have been too un« 
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sparing in my strictures on Gibbon, lieflection lias confirm^ 
ed me. in the belief tbat I am far from having done him in?- 
jttstiee. The most S3verv3 of my censures are little more than 
% reiteration, perhaps I should say condensation, of what ha« 
been previously said by men who had weighed, with gr^t 
care, both the man and his writings. • ' 

Whatever may have been the predilections or prejudiic^e$ 
of Professor Porson, the famous Greek scholar, he was cer- 
tainly far from being over-scrupulous in matters of reU^on ; 
yet in his criticism on *'The Decline and Fall," he tells vm^ 

"Mr. Gibbon's industry is indefatigable, his accuracy 
scrupulous, his reading, which is sometimes ostentatiously 
displayed, immense; his attention always awake, his memory 
retentive, his style emphatic and expressive, his sentences hoi- 
monious, his reflections just and profound; he pleads elo- 
quently for the rights of manikind and the duty of toleration; 
nor does his humanity ever slumber unless where womea 
are ravished or the Christians persecuted. He often make^, 
when he cannot readily find, an occasion to insult our reli- 
gion, which he hates so cordially that he might iseem to re- 
•venge some personal injury. Such is his eagerness in ih^e 
cause, that he stoops to the naost despicable pun, or to the 
most awkward perversion of language, for the pleasure if 
turning the Scripture into ribaldry, or of calling Jesus an 
impostor. Though his style is, in general, correct and ele- 
gant, he sometimes draws out *the thread of his verbosity 
vfiner than the staple of his argument.? In endeavoring to 
•avoid vulgar terms, he too frequently dignifies trifl^ ajfld 
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clotheB common thoughts in a splendid dress that would :be 
rich enough for the noblest ideas. In short, we axe too often 
reminded of that great man Mr. Prig, the auctioneer, whose 
manner was so inimitably fine that he had as: much to aay 
jipon a: ribbon as a.Kaj)haeL ; 

•"A less pardonable fault is that rage for indecency which 
{pervades the whole woii; but especially the last volumes.? 

r I will add another extract, which though taken from H 

jmork more accessible than Porson^s writings, is. generally so 

^bleiand judicious in its criticisms on inlidel authors, as I 

^toarked in the Preface^ that I am disposed to do aH I can 

♦o.call public attention to them. In the Periodical to which 

I refer, is an article on "Gibbon's Miscellaneous Works," in 

which these weU-deserved strictures occur. 

. ! **He considered the progress of Ohristianity as a disturb? 

;iknee of the quiet and established rights of Paganism ; and 

^tbe Eeformation, though he allowed, to a certain extent, its 

benrflcial influence on mental freedom, as another invasion 

of the quiet and settled claims of popeiy. His serious (if in 

:#tich a writer it be possible to discover what is serious and 

'wbat ia not, but his apparently serious) and strong partiality 

}fi)r Mahommedism, was a singular phenomenon. Insulting 

nand discarding. Christianity for the follies and inconsistencies 

fof its professors, which, at worst; were no more than a recoil 

vof human passions upon its genuine influence, he could en- 

odnxe, nay, he cotdd applaud the Mahommedan imposture, 

L'&oi^gh slaughter, devastation, and military fanaticism \ven^ 
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parts dl its constitution. But rtie secret (a secret perhaps tc 
iiimself) was, that the objects on which thofee terrible quali-' 
ties were exercised happened to be Jews and Christians,* 
against whom intolerance itself was to be tolerated, and 
every license was lawful. In his insidious attacks upon the 
Gospel, he had reckoned too securely upon the apathy and 
indifference of his countrymen ; but shocked and confound * 
ed as he owns himself to have been, by the consequences of 
his mistake, he put forth all his powers of sarcasm, irony, 
and vindictive scorn, on his indiscreet and unfortimate ad- 
versaries. In him, the man and the writer (it is no unusual 
inconsistency) were too different creatures. Affectionate and 
6ven piously attentive to relatives who could contribute Ut- 
ile to his entertainment, and nothing to his emolument, con- 
stant in unequal friendships, and grateful to fallen greatness^ 
it is impossible not to pronounce him so £ir an aiiiiable man. 
It i3 difficult to .discover how.it came to pass, that a man 
who delighted in the conversation of chaste and accomplished 
women, and whose correspondence with friends even of his 
own sex, is wholly nntinctured with pruriency of imagina- 
tion, should, in the great work in which his reputation wa^ 
embarked, have had so little regard to the public and him- 
self, as to ^ur out such torrents of ancient indecency, tt 
is no apology for this insult upon the public morals (a sys- 
tematic and persevering insult of many years continuance) 
that the poison was confined to his notes, and enveloped in 
cover of a dead and difficult language. It did more mischief 
than his infidelity. It addressed itself to the imaginatiosi 
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and the pasaioas of an age which needed not to be inflaiped 
. by intellectual incentives to the youth of pur great school^ 
and universities, who, captivated by the seductive charms of 
his text, would be farther attracted by the learned semblance 
of his notes, to descend to the polluted margin where they 
ifiight decipher Greek, and drink in vice and profligacy by 
the same effort We had once formed the impract* cable reso- 
lution of expunging the offensive passages, of both descrip- 
tions, from our copy of the Decline and Fall. The ribaldry^ 
indeed, of the notes might, by a due degree of perseverance, 
have been expelled, and a blotted page might well have been 
^toned for by the comparative purity of what remained: 
but the sneers and sarcasms, the hints and allusions, the sly, 
depreciating associations, and the comparisons of the text, 

could by no art or effort be removed. 

«. ' ■ 

' ' Qtrinquo pAleestritee Ifoet bsec plantaria vellant, 

Haud tatneo lata filix alio mansuescit aratro. — Pers. 

J So incorporated indeed ?ire these vices with the very tex- 
ture and tissue of the work, that it would be as easy to ex- 
|xact, thread by thread, the offensive and hideous figurea 
sometimes woven into a piece of ancient tapestry, as to de- 
Jach those parts from Gibbon's History, and leave anything 
but the Irama figfircR behind. This maturity in intellectual 
vice he appears to have attained only in his lat :t days. In 
|jis journal, written at three and twenty, he speaks of the im- 
purities of JuyenaJ in a manner which shows his imagina- 
tion, and the principle at least of his morals, tp have been 
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yet untainted. It is edifying, however, to observe, that hav- 
ing abandoned the Gospel, the Gospel abandoned him; and 
that he is driven to the defence of his immoralities npon a 
•principle which proves how mnch better a casuist is the 
meanest Christian, than the greatest philosopher." 

Although two or three sentences of this extract are 
quoted in the body of the Lecture to which this note refers, 
«I have thought my readers would be gratified to have placed 
before them a more extended exhibition of the ability with 
which Dr. Whitaker has analyzed the spirit of Gibbon's 
hostility. 

The same sentiment, though perhaps somewhat inten- 
sified, was^held by this standard work, when, a quarter of a 
century afterwards, it reviewed Milman's edition of the "De- 
'cline and Fall," beginning the article with the declaration: 

"It was an evil hour for the best interests of mankind 
when Gibbon undertook to write the history of " The De- 
cline and Fall of the Eoman Empire." If the subject was 
well chosen, and he in many respects admirably qualified to 
do it justice, so much the worse. The literary ;iierits of the 
work only secured a wider range for the infidel principles 
mixed up with it ; and, as firom the nature of the subject, it 
was sure to be read by the young far more than by those of 
mature age and established opinions, there is no telling the 
number of minds it may have unsettled.' The poison too, 
was put in circulation without any label on the wrapper; for 
who would expect a history of Rome to be made the vehicle 
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of a malignant attack upon Chriatianity ?" * * * *- Wte- 
ther we turn to the characters he dwells upon with dispro* 
portionate interest — ^the features of a picture he exhibHs In 
the most prominent relief — ^the critical scrupulosity wUli 
which he investigates the most nauseous details, sifting itheiii 
with the pertinacity and relish of a duck filtering the filthiest 
mud for its meal — ^whether we track the spirit' of the man 
by its alime through a dirty quotation, a sly inuendo, a lux- 
urious amplification — ^all concur to show that the mind wie 
inveterately sensual," 

Out of the many able writers who might be quoted in 
this connection, I will refer to but one more — Sir James 
Mackintosh, well versed as he was in the question of whiA 
history ought to be in order to render it reliable and in- 
structive. Though I would hardly coincide in his quaint 
remark that "Gibbon could have been cut out of a comer 
of Burke's mind without his missing it," his judgment Of 
Gibbon as a historian had been carefully niatured. 

"The sixteenth chapter," he says, "I cannot help con- 
sidering as a very ingenious and specious, but very disgrace- 
ful extenuation of the cruelties perpetrated by the Eoman 
magistrates against the Christians. It is written in the most 
contemptibly factious spirit of prejudice against the sufferers; 
it is unworthy of a philosopher and of a man of humanity. 
Let his. narrative of Cyprian's death be examined. He' had 
to relate the murder of an innocent man, of advanced agc^ 

and in station deemed venerable by a considerable body of 

19 
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the provinciak of Africa — ^put to d^ath becawase lie reftisdi 
to sacrifice to Jupiter, Instead of pointing the indignatioi 
of posterity against such an atrocious act of tyranny, he 
dwells with visible art on all the smaller circumstances <^ 
decorum and politeness which attended iJiis murder, and 
which he relates with as much parade as if they were ttie 
most important particulars of the event." -^ 

Pagb 48. 

The following occurrence is taken ftom Haldane's Me- 
knoir. It serveB to shed a fresh light on the imperisha- 
Ue endumnce of the Holy Scripture. The characters in- 
troduced in the story are well known. ^* 
f *'I was dining," said Dr. Buchanan, "some time ago, with 
h Irterdry party at old Mr. Abercrombie*s, of Trillibody, 
(the fkther of Mr. Ralph Abercrombie, who was slain iii 
Egypt,) and we spent the evening together. A gentlemai 
|)reseint put a question which puzzled the whole company, 
tt was this: ^Supposing all the New Testaments in the world 
had been destroyed at the end of the third century, coiifd 
their contents have been recovered from the writings of the 
first three centuries?' The question was novel to all, and no 
one even hazarded a guess in answer to the inquiry. 
^■. iVAborut two inohths after this meeting I received ^n in- 
titatioh tp breakfast with Lord Hailes (Sir David Dalryiii)- 
jrfd) toxt morning. He had been one Of the party. Diirttif 
lBtea|^8fit*te asked me if I recollected the curious questite^ 
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ibout the possibility of recovering the conteilts of the Ndr 
Testament from the writings of the first three centuries. *t 
remember it well, and thought of it often, without being 
uble to form an opinion or conjecture on the subject.' 

" * Well,' said Lord Hailes, *that question quite accorded 
with the taste of my antiquarian mind On returning home, 
as I knew I had all the writers of those centuries, I begttil 
immediately to collect them, that I might set to work on the 
arduous task as soon as possible.' Pointing to a table cover- 
ed with papers, he said, * There I have been busy these two 
months, searching for chapters, half chapters, and sentences 
of the New Testament, and have marked down what I found 
and where I found it, so that any person may examine and 
see for himself. I have actually discovered the whole NeiiT 
Testament, except seven or eleven verses, (I forget which,) 
which satisfies me that I could discover them also. God 
(Concealed or hid the treasures of his Word where Julino^ 
the apostate emperor, and the other enemies of Christ, who 
wished to extirpate the gospel from the world, never would 
have thought of; and though they had, they never ooujd 
Jiave effected their destruction.' " 

<- Page 68. 

, In this Lecture and in the fifth of the present series, 
(see pp. 237, 238.) I speak of the present day, perhaps I 
should say the last half century, as an epoch remaitablQ 
fcr the increased spread of the Bible, The following tsta^ 
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tistics on the subject, must be viewed with interest by 

every friend of religion. 

Acco^ng to the best information which I can obtain, the 
whole number of Bibles in circulation fifty yeai^ ago, 
was about 4,000,000 

Since that time there have been published by 

Various Bible Societies, not less than . 40,000,000 

The sa'^** number at least have been published 
I . by individuals on their own account, . 40,000,000 



Making in all, 80,000,000 
. If we allow 20,000,000, for destruction or loss 

of Books by wear and tear during this pe- ^ 

J riod we have then . . . . . 6O,OO0,Q9O 
Bibles now in circulation, instead of the . 4,000,000 
which were in circulation fifty years since. In otter 
words, within. the last half century Bibles have: been 
multiplied fifteen fold. 

These estimates are furnished by intelligent OjBScers 
of Bible Societies, who have given careM attention to 
J ascertain the facts in the case. It is worthy of note that 
50,000,000 of this aggregate of Bibles have been publish- 
ed in the English Language. 
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Page 61. 

Bishop Burnet's account of Kochester's conveilsio^ and 

deatli, which is so warmly commended by Dr. Johnson, ia 

tot the only notice of these remarkable events that may be 

read with profit The letters written by the Earl's mother 

to her sister-in-law, in which she described the chahg6 that 

'had passed on her son, are very affecting, and the fdneral 

' sermon preached by the Eev. Mr, Parsons on occasion of tlie 

Earl's death, gives many additional incidents of fresh interest. 

I will make room for one circumstance that is especially 

memorable. Fearing that the reality of his repentance 

might be questioned after his death, he prepared the foUow- 

' ing declaration, subscribed it in the presence of witnesses, 

' and left the request that it might be published .to the world 

"as his dying testimony. • * ' 

" For the benefit of all those whom I may have drawn 
into sin by my example and encouragement, I leave to the 
world this my last declaration, which I deliver in the pre- 
sence of the great God, who knows the secrets of all hearts, 
and before whom I am to be judged ; that from the bottom 
of my soul I detect and abhor the whole course of my for- 
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itter wicked life ; and that I think I can never sufficiently 
admire the goodness of God, who has given me a true sense 
of my pemicions opinions and vile practices, by which 1 
have hitherto lived without hope, and without God in the 
World ; have been an open enemy to Jesus Christ, doing the 
utmost despite to the holy Spirit of grace; and that the 
greatest testimony of my charity to such is, to warn them, 
in the name of God, and as they regard the welfare of their 
raimortal souls, no more to deny his being or- his providence, 
or despise his goodness ; no more to make a mock of sin, or 
contemn the pure and excellent religion of my ever-blessed 
Redeemer ; through whose merits alone, I, one of the great- 
^ of sjuners, do yet hope for mercy and forgiveness. Amen. 

*'" "J. EOCHESTER. 

v^^ Delivered and signed June 19, 1680, in the presence of 

"Ann EocHESTEiR. ' 
i) "E. Paesons," 



Page 62. 

• However united the men whom T have here named may 
have been in their hostility to Christianity, they were not 
always on the most amiable terms with each other; nor does 
their mutual admiration seem to have been proof against 
change. The explosion, for it deserves no better name, be-' 
tween Hume and Eousseau, forms a most ridiculous episode 
Iti the lives of the two men. 
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. When Ilume met with Rousseau at Paris in 1765, ho 

writes in the most exaggerated styl^ respecting the value (^ 

Jthe acquaintance he had formed. In a letter addressed "to 

Dr. Blair, he says, { 

" People may talk of ancient Greece as they please ; bxMi 

no nation was ever so fond of genius as this, and no person 

ever so much engaged their attention as Rousseau. Volta^ir^ 

and every body else are quite eclipsed by him. 
'i 

"I am sensible that my connections with him add t£> 

iny importance at present. Even his maid, La Vosseuj, who 

is very homely and very awkward, is more talked of thao^ 

the Princess of Morocco or the Countess of Egmont, on ac^ 

count of her fidelity and attachment towards him. His- very 

dog, who is no better than a collie, has a name and reputation 

in the world. As to my intercourse with him, I find liim 

mild,, and gentle, and modest, and good-humorisd; hfe-^haa 

more the behaviour of a man of the world than any of the 

learned here, except M. de Buffbn ; who, in his figure and 

air, and deportment, answers your idea of a marechal of 

France rather than that of a philosopher. M. Rousseau is of 

small stature, and would be rather ugly, had he not the 

finest physiognomy in the world: I mean the most exjjres- 

sive countenance. His modesty seems not tobe.gQodj maur^ 

ners, but ignorance of his own excellence. As 'howrit^^Sj 

ajid speaks, and acts, from the impulse of genius, mor^ than- 

from the use of his ordinary faculties, it is very likely that; 

he forgets its force whenever it is laid asleep. I am well as-. 

sured that at times he believes be has inspin^tions ^om an 
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immediate ,conxmunication with the Divinity. He falls some* 
times! into ecstasies, which retain him in the same posture 
for hours together. Does not this example solve the dif- 
ficulty of Socrates' genius, and of his ecstasies? I think 
E&crasaeau in many things very much resembles Socrates. 
Tiie philosopher of Geneva seems only to have more 
genius than he of Athens, who never wrote any thing; 
and less sociableness and temper. Both of them were of 
very amorous complexions; but a comparison in this par- 
fcic^aTy tuittis out much to the advantage of my Mend. 
J call him such, for I hear, from all hands, that his judg* 
ment and aflfections are aa strongly biased in my favor 
as mii^e are in hia" i 

I will not dwell on the rise and progress of the bitter 
quarrel which followed this enthusiastic panegyric, but 
will simply refer to another letter which Hume wrote to 
Dr. Blair the^ following year, in which he displays a tem- 
per by no means- enviable. 

"You will be surprised, dear Doctor," he writes "when 
I desire you most earnestly, never in your life to show 
to any mortal creature the letters I wrote you with re- 
gard to Rousseau. He is surely the blackest and mos^ 
atrocious villain, beyond comparison, that now exists in 
the world, and I am heartily ashamed of any thipg I ever 
wrote in his favor. I know you will pity me when I tell 
you, that I am afraid I must publish this to the world ii^ 
a pamphlet, which must contain an account of the whol^ 
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taransaction between us. My only comfort ia, that ths 
matter will be so clear as not to leave to any mortal tte 
anallest possibility of doubt You know how dangerottS 
any controveirsy on a disputable point would be witihc-& 
nian of his talents. I kn6w not where the miscreant rwffll 
HOW retire to, in order to hide his head from this infamj^J' 

' • Page 67. ' ^■'''^' 

The account of tliis inddent in the life of Frimldin: ii 
taken almost word for word from a paper proverbially 
cautious in avoiding everything like fiction; and I havft 
been the more inclined to introduce it, because this di«* 
tinguished man has been too often, regarded as having no 
reverence for the Bible. 



. i.-v; 
Pagb'81. 



It seems that when Professor Silliman was abroad oil 
his travels, he received a different account of the circum- 
stances attending the death of Hume's mother, which he 
considered as entitled to credit, and which he published, 
"the story as related to him, was that Hume, when coii- 
ftrmed in his own infidelity, "had applied himself with 
unwearied and tinhappUy with successful efforts, to sap 
the foundation of his mother's faith. Having succeeded 
iii this dreadfiil work, he went abroad into foreign (Joum 
tries ; and as he was returning, an express met him ' in 
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London, with a letter from his mother, informing hhn 
that she was in a deep decline, and could not long snr- 
rire : she said she found herself without any support in 
l*er distress ; that he had taken away that source of com- 
fort upon which in all cases of affliction she usisd to rely, 
and that she now found her mind sinking into despair: 
she did not doubt that her son would afford her some 
substitute for her religion, and she conjured him to hasten 
to her, or at least to send her a letter containing such 
consolations as philosophy can afiford to a dying mortal. 
Hume was overwhelmed with anguish on receiving this 
letter, and hastened to Scotland, travelling day a:nd night; 
but before he arrived his mother expired." 

When this representation appeared, a nephew of Hume 
felt himself called upon to contradict it; and furnished 
an account of the affair as we have stated it in the Lec- 
ture. It certainly does not mend the matter as it concerns 
Hume himself For if it shows tha.t his mother had not 
been misled by his sophistry, it proves from his own lips 
his want of sincerity, his habitual violation* of his own 
sober convictions on the subject of religion. 

Page 83. - 

I will refer to a few of the well known authorities 
that have pronounced judgment on Mr. Hume, both as a 
philosopher and a " historian. 

When accounting for the attention of certain classes 
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of readers which his impious theories onoe gained, Dr. 
Beattie observes; 

"The corrupt judge; the prostituted courtier ; the states- 
. man who enriches himself, by the plunder and blood of 
his country ; the. pettifogger, who fattens on the spoils of 
the fatherless and widows; the oppressor, who to pamper 
. his beastly appetite abandons the deserving pedant to beg- 
> gary and despair; the hypocrite, the debauchee, the game- 
/ ster, the blasphemer; — prick up their ears when they are 
: told that a celebrated author has written a book containing 
.. doctrines, or leading to such consequences as the following ; 
, / — * That moral and inteUeetual virtues are nearly of the 
same kind;' in other words, that to want honesty and to 
want understanding, are equally the objects of moral dis- 
i approbation — ^that every human action is necessary, and 
could not have been different from what it is : — ^that when 
' we speak of power as an attribute of any being, God him- 
* self not excepted, we use words without meaning: — that 
.•- we can form no idea of power, nor of any being endowed 
ii with any power, much less of one endowed with infinite 
power : — that we can never have reason to believe that wy 
object or quality of an object exists, of which we cannot 
form an idea: — ^that it is unreasonable to believe God to 
be infinitely wise and good, while there is any evil or dis- 
order in the universe; and that we have no good reason 
i 4» think that the universe proceeds from a cause: — ^Biat 
the, external world does not exist ; or at least that its ex- 
istence may reasonably be doubted, and that if the exter- 
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nal world be once called in doubt, we shall be afc a loss 
to find arguments by which we may prove the existence 
of the Supreme Being or any of his attributes: — ^that 
those who believe aixy thing certainly, are fools; — ikat 
'adultery must he practised^ if men would obtain all the ad- 
vantages of life; tliat if generally practised it would in time 
cease to be scandahtis, and that if projctised secretly and fr& 
quently^ it would by degrees come to he thought no crime at 
all: — ^that the question concerning the substance of the 
soul is unintelligible: — that matter and motion may often 
be regarded as the cause of thought: — ^that the soul of 
Irian becomes every different moment a different being;' 
"from which doctrine it must follow, as a consequence, thai 
the actions I perforlned last year, or this morning, whe^- 
ther virtuous or vicious, are no more imputable to m6 
than the virtues of Aristides are imputable to Nero, or 
the crimes of Nero to the man of Eoss." 

When Dr. Magee, Archbishop of London, had quoted 
these observations of Dr. Beattie, he adds — "And yet it 
is of such a man as this, that such a man as Adam Smith 
has delivered the following testimony; — *I have always 
considered Mr. Hume, both in his lifetime and since his 
death, as approaching as nearly to the idea of a perfectly 
wise and virtuous man, as perhaps the nature of human 
frailty will permit' " 

"But this is not all." Dr. Magee proceeds, "Mr. Hume 
had not done enough, it seems, for the e3?:tinction of re- 
ligion and the subversion of 'moi*als; but, with a zeal be- 
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speaking his fidelity to the master wliom lie served, h© 
4eft behind him blasphemies to be published after his deatb, 
^jwhich evea he was afraid to publish while he lived; so in- 
deed,, his great admirer tells us, in his * Apology for 1ii0 
Life and Writings of David Hume;' whose posthumous 
papers, he says, would probably 'carry his philosophy 
still nearet to that point which he might not think it 
^discreet to push too vigorously in his lifetime.' What iha^ 
point was, is but too evident on a single glance at the 
works which he thus bequeathed for the public benefit. 
The Dialogues on Natural Religion, and the Essay on 
Suicide, are standing monuments of a heart as wicked, 
and a head as weak, as ever belonged to any man who 
pretended to the character of a philosopher and a moral- 
ist To leave deliberately, as a legacy to mankind, a re- 
commendation of self-murder, and an assurance that there 
is no God, at the very moment when he was himself 
about to appear before the bar of that dread Being ; and 
whilst thus occupied for the destruction of his fellow-crea* 
.tures, to amuse himself with pleasant conceits about Charon 
and his ferry-boat, (as his biographer informs us he did, 
when he was almost dropping into his grave,) has something 
in it so fi-ightful, that one naturally recoils firom the thought 
pi it with horror. It seems to be equalled only by the 
hideo\is impiety of Diderot, who adduces it as a decisive 
proof of the non-existence of a God, that he was permitted 
to write a work filled with blasphemies against his nature, 
and arguments against his being." 
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Dr. Magee had made himself thoroughly acquainted j 
with the spirit of Hume's writings ; and after having giv- • 
en ample proofs of his sophistry and disingenuousness on 
questions of morality and religion, he goes on to say: 

" It is but fair, however, to confjss that Mr. Hume has 
not confined altogether to religious subjects, his talent of 
disingenuous representation. His unfaithfulness, and gross J 
partiality, as a historian^ have been long pretty generally 
acknowledged ; and it has been pronounced by judicious • 
and candid writers, «pon the subject of English history, • 
that the History which Mr. Hume has given to the world ^ 
is a most injurious work to put into the hands of the. 
British youth, in order to give them just ideas of the his- 
tory or constitution of England." * "^^ * No friend to ' 
« 

humanity, and to the freedom of this kingdom,, will con- • 
sider his constitutional inquiries, with their effect upon his 
narrative, and compare them with the ancient and vener- 
able monuments of our story, without feeling a lively sur- ' 
prise, and a patriot indignation." 

In this connection, Dr. Magee quotes Mr. Fox, Dr. 
Towers and others, as having the same views with himself.: 

But there is stiU another writer not named by Dr. 
Magee, who should by no means be overlooked. Mr. Bro- 
die, in his "History of the British Empire from the Ac-. 
cession of Charles I. to the Restoration — ^including a par- 
ticular examination of Mr. Hume's statement respecting 
the character of the English government" has given such . 
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pmof of Hiime's dishonesty as must strike every read- 
er with amazement at his unblushing hardihood. He , 
has shown that the very authorities to which Hume 
seems to refer^ often convict him of misrepresentations that 
must have been wilfully made. Take an example. With 
Hume's preferences for royalty and irreligion, it may well 
be supposed he had no great friendship for Cromwell; ; 
and in order to depreciate the standing of that distinguished 
leader in the Commonwealth of England, especially during 
the early stages of his career, Hume asserts, that after the 
meeting of parliament in 1640, "Cromwell's name jGbr above 
two years, is not to be found oftener than twice upon any 
committee — ^and those committees into which he was ad- 
mitted were chosen for affairs which would more interest 
the Zealots than the men of business ;" and he makes this 
statement in a manner which leads his readers to suppose 
that he had ftill authority from the Journals of the House 
for his assertions. Mr. Brodie has examined these official 
records, and finds that during the period of which Hume 
speaks,* Cromwell was appointed on forty-five committees. 
H6 enumerates' the dates when the committees were raised, 
and the subjects referred to them; showing that Crom- 
well acted a leading part on all affairs which could inte- 
rest "men of business," and which were then brought be- 
fore parliament. 

^ Mr. Brodie's book should be carefully read by those 
^ho wish to understand the glaring and reckLss misrepre- 
sentations of which Hume has been guilty. His investi- 
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ga^ons are thorougli and impartial. It is a pity he has 
not given more finish and symmetry to his work. He bail 
collected ample and valuable materials, all well authtoti- 
x^ted. But 'he should have remembered that manner ^ 
yrell as matter, is of importance in displacing "Hume'* 
England" from its too general popularity. No. one, how^ 
ey-er, can deny that he has done enough to convict Hume 
of what utterly destroys his credibility on any subject rer 
lating to religious truth or civil rights. 

' "j^ Serpent under a bed of roses,'* is the expressive 
Ftiniir/tude under which Hannah More describes Hume's 
History; and she has sketched with great truth its dan- 
^rous tendency when she says, 

• "There is a sedateness in his manner, which imposes; 
a sly gravity in his scepticism, which puts the reader 
more bff his guard than the vehemence of censure, or 
thte ievity of wit ; for we are always less disposed to sus- 
pect a man who is too wise to appear angry. That same 
wisdom makes him too correct to invent calumnies, but 
it -does not preserve him from doing what is scarcely less 
disingenuous. He implicitly adopts the injurious relations 
of those annalists who were most hostile to the Eeformed 
faith; though he must have known their accounts to be 
aggravated and discolored, if not absolutely invented. He 
thus makes others responsible for the worst things he as- 
serts, and spreads the mischief without avowing the ma- 
lignity. When he speaks from himself, the sneer is so 
cool, the irony so sober, the contempt so discreet, the 
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moderatiou so insidious, the difference between Popish big- 
otry and Protestant firmness, between the fury of the per- 
secutor and the resolution of the martyr, so little marked} 
the distinctions between intolerant frenzy and heroio zeal 
BO melted into each other, that though he contrives to 
make the reader feel some indignation at the tyrant, he 
never leads him to feel any reverence for the sufferer. He 
ascribes such a slender superiority to one religious system 
above another, that the young reader who does not come 
to the perusal with his principles formed, will be in dan- 
ger of thinking that the reformation was really not worth 
contending for. But, in nothing is the skill of this ao- 
complished sophist more apparent than in the artful way 
in which he piques his readers into a conformity with his 
own views concerning religion. Human pride, he kiieW| 
naturally likes to range itself on the side of ability. He 
therefore skillfully works on this passion, by treating with 
a sort of contemptuous superiority, as weak and credulous 
men, all whom he represents as being under the religious 
delusion. To the shameful practice of confounding fanati- 
cism with real religion, he adds the disingenuous habit 
of accounting for the best actions of the best men, by re- 
ferring them to some low motive; and affects to confound 
the designs of the religious and the corrupt, so artfully, 
as if no radical difference existed between them." 

Intelligent readers well know the triumphant tone 

with which we have been told that the. two great histo- 

20 
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rians of tliQ last century were both of them infidela. Th» 
object of this boast is very evident. It is to persuade ,m 
that the? leading facts of history stand opposed to the truth, 
of Clirislijanity. This consideration has led me to furnish. 
the great variety of testimony which I have inserted ia 
these notes, showing how little dependance can be placed, 
on the truth and integrity of either Gibbon or Hume, esH 
pecially when the subject of religion is in question. 

f 

Paok 95. 

w 

». 

A memorable instance of this weak credulity has re- 
cently beijn displayed in a man widely known for the part, 
he has acted in our own country. The "Evangelical Cath- 
olic," quoting from the "Dublin Tablet," tells us, 

* "A more signal exhibition of that great law which so; 
oilen punishes unbelief by consigning the proud intellect ^ 
to the most abject credulity, has seldom been afforded than, . 
by Robert Owen's late letter to the Queen. That patriarch , 
oi Socialism, after spending nearly his whole life in trying 
\o persuade himself and others that he had 'a mission* 
to found a new state of society, in which religion, law^ . 
marriage, and private property should be unknown: after.* 
preaching disbelief in the very existence of God, and de- , 
daring that all religions alike were based on fanciful no- 
tions and prejudices, has now come out as the herald of 
a new faith. Robert Owen proclaims hia undoubting, faith 
in *spirit rappings,' and not only so, but is a ^medium*.. 
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Eimself, and has obtained jevelations from the spirit of 
her Majesty's late royal father, the Duke of Kent. This 
ingenious old infidel, who considers the belief in *a per- 
^nal Deity* as quite an exploded and irrational absurd- 
ity, writes a letter to her Majesty in the Rational Quar- 
t)srhj Review^ in which he tells her, that by means of these 
'tappings' he had been enabled to hold *two conferences, 
to him most important and gratifying,' with the deceased 
duke; that he had refrained from commimicating them 
to her Majesty during her late Interesting situation, but 
that he now had the duke's permission to do so ; that hie 
royal highness informed him that he was *in the fourth 
Bphera and first circle, and that he was, as all the spirits 
were in his sphere, happy in a very high degree.' Being 
asked whether these conferences were agreeable to him^ 
h^ replied, * Very much sol' And 'Would it be pleasant 
\jb come at a future time?' ' Yes.' To this degree of. 
self-deception, or Satanic delusion, or mere doting folly, 
ot all of them put together, has this proud scoffer been 
reduced ; and not only he, but many thousands of people , 
in the Unit3d States and elsewhere, on whose minds this 
species of necromancy has taken such a hold as almost 
to remind one of the wild Gnostic' and Manichaean su- 
perstitions which the Church had to combat in primi- 
tive ages." 

** Fanaticism, as the offspring of infidelity, is a subject 
which might ftirhish materials for a very useful and en- 
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ftertaiiui^: volTixna F^iiatics are a race that has npyfsr 
tfceeH e^jtmot;. but the Bible never made one of theth. 

•Thfey fty^ foumd in greatest ixumbera where the Bible 
: fever wai read; and if they are seen where tb^t heiy 
-"hook, i^ spread and known, there is abundance of oyi- 
2 dfenoe to ^hpw that the wildest fanaticism which has ever 
itii^graced' the human understanding does not prevail amofig 
Mihose who receive the Bible and believe in it^ but amo^g 
I fltoae whcfjtej^ct it } 

'^ Page 99. 

> That aeiite observer and sprightly writer, the Earltof 

*" iCharlcmont, igives us the following ajcoount of Hume wlien 

at the French metropolis. , /^^ 

■ "Hume's fashion at Paris, when he was there as Secre- 

«" teiy to »Lord Hertford, was truly ridiculous; and nothing 

^'ever marked, in a -more striking manner, the whimsijcal 

"■ genius- ctf Ae French. No man, from hi^ ms^nners, ^as 

^surely leal formed for their society, or less likely to meet 

' with approbation; for that flimsy philosophy, which per- 

*J ^ades €lncj deadens even their most licentious novels, yfsia 

w ftien thefdly of the day. Freethinking and English frocks 

. were the fishion, and the Anglo mania was the 0n du 

:• pays, .Lord Holland, though far better calculated t^an 

"^ Hume : to please in France, was also an instance of .liiis 

\ singular predilection. Being about this time on a visit: to 

;•" Paris, .the ' French concluded that an Ei^lishman of his 
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'^tepntation must be a philosoplier, and must/ l?9 admii^ 

'It was customary with him to doze after dinner, and okt 

day, at a great entertainment, he happened t6 fell a^lee^: 

.**Le voila" says a marquis, pulling his neighbor by tke 

'sleeve, "Le voild, qui pense." But the madne^ fer Huxfcfe 

was far more singular and exla'avagant Froitt ^hat Itee 

:/been already said of him, it is apparent that His caxrvfer- 

: gation to strangers, and particularly to Frenchmen, coold 

be little delightful, and still more particularly, one woolH 

suppose, to Fi:ench women. And yet no lady^s toilette 

was complete without Hume's attendance. At the oper% 

his broad unmeaning face was usually seen entre deux 

\)j6li8 minois. The ladies in France give the ton^ and the 

ton was deism; a .species of philosophy, ill suited, to j|ie 

softer sex. * * * * " * n 

"How my friend Hume was able to enfligre the en- 

: counter of these French female Titans I kuo*r liot jIn 

^ England, either his philosophic pride, or /hid. convia%)a 

fiiat^ infidelity was ill suited to woman, madfe him ppr- 

• fectly averse from the initiation of ladies iiito; the mya^ 

^ ries of his doctrine. I never saw him ito. much"4j^ 

pleased, or so much disconcerted, as by the |)etulauce.- of 

" Mrs. Mallet, the conceited wife of BolingbrcJke^s editor, 

-This lady, who was not acquainted with Hhme^ meeting 

' liJm one night at an assembly, boldjy accosted hiin in thfse 

'•' Woi^s: * Mr. Hume, give me leave to intipduce mylelf 

^HcyoU: we deists ought to Jcnow each other!' — *Madj«n,^ 

lie replied, * I am no deist. I do not style myself Iso^ 
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^aeither do I desire to be known by that appellation.' " 
If he was not a deist, then what was he? Did he 
call himself an atheist? Ho must have been a deist, or 
something worse, for he certainly was not a believer in 
Christianity or the inspiration of the Scriptures. Perhaps 
he was himself unable to say what he was. His friend 
Lord Charlemont thought that "his sceptical turn made 
•him doubt, and consequently dispute everything; and his 
uxwjerstanding was so focr warped and bent by this un- 
fcrtunate predilection, that he had well nigh lost that be^ 
faulty of the mind, the almost intuitive perception oi 

Hume, in his '*Own Life," tells us, "Those who havia" 
ttot seen the strange effects of modes, will never imaginfe^ 
the. reception I met' with at Paris, from men and women 
of all ranks and stations. The more I resiled fix>m their' 
excessive civilities, the more I was loaded with them.' 
There is, however, a real satiafection in living at Paris;'^ 
from the great nimiber of sensible, knowing, and polite' 
company with which that city abounds above all places 
in the universe. I once thought of settling there for life.*^ 

' ci 
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Montesquieu's belief in the truth of Christianity ha^ 
"beeii questioned by some, but without reason, i Hm Let- 
tres Persanes, written in his younger days, treats^ tKe re- 
ligion of those times in France with a levity quite""too' 
unguarded. But in his maturer years, and in his later 
^d more studied writings, he has left- abundaiit^OTiclence 
qf his reverence for the Gospel as a revelation from (jod:^ 
Oxie of the best reviews both of the man and of &s ^rit^' 
ings, which . have recently been givi^n to the puBlitJ,' i^ 
fo^nd in Blapkwood's Magai;ine; and the case is-thefe stb,t^ 
ed with so much brevity and justice th^t> I avail myself or 
it^. authority. - i ^, ' 

, "In his Lettres Persanes^^^ says the Eeview^r,^ "though" 
he had never ^^ailed the great principles of reKgiBri; he * 
had in his sallies against the Jesuits gone far to warrant 
the belief that he was inclined to do so ; and had already 
done enough in the estimation of the tyrannical and big- 
oted Ecclesiastics, who at that period ruled the Church ol 
France, to warrant his being included in the class of infi- 
del writers. But his mind, chastened by years, enlightened 
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by travelling and reflection, had come to cast off these 
prejudioes of his age and country, the necessary result of 
the Romish tyranny by which it had been oppressed, but 
unworthy of -an intellect of such grasp and candor. In 
the Protestant countries of Europe, particularly Holland 
and England, he had seen the working of Christianity de- 
tached from the rigid despotism by which the Church of 
Rome fetters belief, and the well-conceived appliances by 
which it stimulates imagination and opens a refuge for 
frailty. Impressed with the new ideas thus awakened in 
his mind, he had in his Esprit des Loix pronounced a 
etudioos and sincere eulogium on Christianity ; recommend- 
ing it, not only as the most perfect of all systems of r^ 
ligious belief, but as the only secure basis of social ord^r 
and improvement. It was material to correct the impres- 
mon, partly just, partly erroneous, which his earlier and 
more indiscreet writings had produced ; and with this view 
he wrote and published his Deftnce de V Esprit des LoiXi 

He has entitled Book xxiv of his great work, " Laws 
as relative to Religion, considered in itself and in its doc- 
trines;" and he has expressed himself in most unequivo- 
cal terms, when he says, 

" As in this work I am not a divine, but a political 
writer; I may here advance things which are not other- 
wise true, than as they correspond with a worldly man- 
ner of thinking, not as considered in their relation to 
truths of a more sublime nature. 
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:-:'■ '*'With regard to tlie true religion, a p€3r^^3^. jof 1^. 

'ileaj^t degree of impartial itj^ must see, tliat I la^iyeliiije-^qr 

.tprietended to make its interests submit to those .of :' U rfft)- 

:litical nature, but rather to unite them; now,::iiX;i?u<4err.to 

[unite, it is necessary that we should know th^em.:.'! r.'J 

. ; "The Christian religion, which ordains that^menlshd^^ 

lloye each other, would, without doubt, havf? (eYe;^y:i3f«lldDn 

ablest with the best civil, the best political laws; hsca^fle 

these, next to this religion, axe the greatest good; that Hk€3i 

Oan give and receive," n. ; ; ;: 

. "The Christian religion is a stranger to meire desj^- 

ic power. The mildness so frequently recommeadei(i::iji 

.the gospel, is incompatible with the despotic ,rage wiih 

-which a prince punishes his subjects, and ^xeroteoa chiM- 

gelf in cruelty. ; - i ! r: - 

"While the Mahometan princes incessantly giyeo.or 
xeceive death, the religion of the Christians renders^ their 
•princes less timid, and consequently less cruei* The -priade 
confides in his subjects, and the subjects in the prince. 
,^ow admirable the religion which, while it only seems to 
-ihave in view the felicity of the other life, continiies the 
Ja0,ppine8S of thisi . ' ] * 

" It is the Christian religion, that, in spite of the lex- 
[Jtent of empire and the influence of the climate, has hin- 
dered despotic power from being established in iE^-biopia, 
and has carried into the heart of Africa thp mao/ners 
rand laws of Europe. -.- 

"Let us set before our eyes, on the one hand, the' con- 
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tirnial massacres of the kings and generals of the Greeks 
and Eomaiis; and, on the other, the destruction of people 
and cities by thosj famous conquerors Timour Beg and 
Yenghis Khan, who ravaged Asia; and we shall see that 
wc owe to Christianit}'', in government, a certain political 
law, and in war a certain law of nations ; benefits which 
human nature can never sufficiently acknowledge. 

" It is owing to this law of nations that amongst us vic- 
' tory leaves great advantages to the conquered — ^life, liberty, 
laws, wealth, and always religion, when the conqueror is 
not blind to his own interest" 

He adds in a subsequent chapter : 

"Mr. Bayle, after having abused kll religions, endeavors 
to sully Christianity. He boldly asserts that true Chris- 
tians cannot form a government of any duration. Why 
not? Citizens of this profession being infinitely enlight- 
ened in respect to the various duties of life, and having the 
warmest zeal to fulfil them, must be perfectly sensible of 
the rights of natural defence. The more they believe them- 
selves indebted to religion, the more they would think due 
to their country. The principles of Christianity, deeply 
engraved on the heart, would be infinitely more powerful 
than the false honor of monarchies, than the humane vir- 
tues of republics, or the servile fears of despotic states." ' 

Such were the views of Montesquieu, the renowned 
** Founder of the Philosophy of History," as he has often 
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^. been called. The ciroumstances of his death were in full 
^ qorrespondence with the sentiments which he held dur- 
I ing the best years of his life. We are told 
J. *'The Jesuits made strenuous endeavors to get posses- 
1 sion of him during his last moments; but though strongly 
i' impressed with religious principle^ he resisted all their 
efforts to extract from .him a declaration in fcivor of their 
, peculiar tenets. * I have always respected religion,' said he ; 
J *the morality of the Gospel is the noblest gift ever, bestow- 
^ ed by God on man.' The Jesuits strenuously urged him 
to put into their hands a corrected copy of the Lettres Per- 
sanes, in which he had expunged the passages having an 
irreligious tendency, but 'he reftised to give.it to them ; but 
? he gave the copy to the Duchesse d'Aiguillon and Madame 
Dupre de St. Maur, who were in the apartment, with in- 
^ structions for its publication, saying, * I will sacrifice every- 
thing to religion, but nothing to the Jesuits.' " 

Page 121. 

There is another name not mentioned in the body of 
^ this Lecture, and which on several accounts should not be 
I overlooked when enumerating great men who have avowed 
- their faith in Christianity, I refer to the Emperor Napoleon. 
His brilliant and astonishing career created an excitement 
in the minds of all classes, which for a time rendered him 
I with some an object of admiration bordering on idolatry, 
. t and with others the subject of most extravagant and un- 
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reasonable abuse. Few spoke of him or judged of hh 
deeds with calmness and sobriety. The world is now set^ 
tling down into a more righteous judgment respecting him 
and his eventfiil life. No one will now deny that he wa? 
one of the most extraordinary men that ever lived: Hi6 
intellect had a vastness of might, when directed to any mb- 
ject, that enabled him to master its strong points with a com- 
pleteness and a facility very seldom equalled, if ever su^ 
passed. His fall from the summit of power where he had 
so long stood, and his imprisonment at St. Helena, awokfe 
deep sympathy for him in thousands of hearts ; and prayer 
was made for him without ceasing, that in his affliction he 
might be. led to own the hand of God. It is not for man 
to say how far these prayers were answered. But there iS 
abundance of evidence to show that Christianity, even iii 
his busiest seasons and during his most splendid achieve- 
ments, had at times been the subject of serious thought; and 
that in the solitude of his banishment, he made it his care- 
ful study, and was in the end a decided believer in its trutli. 

The subjoined remarks are from the French correspon- 
ijent of one of our leading religious journals, who is re- 
markable for his generally sound judgment on passing 
events. He very justly remarks, 

" Surely we have all asked more than once : Did Napo- 
leon die an Infidel or a Christian ? Did this extraordinary 
warrior, who for eighteen years appeared in the world as 
an instrument of Providence to punish the nations and to 
effect vaist changes, — did he bow his haughty head at the 
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toot of the cross, and open bis heart to the truths of the 
Gospel ? It ia difficult to answer this question with entire 
aatisfaotion.^ The admirers of Napoleon (and among tljem 
^re many bishops and priests) have perhaps forged &lse 
fac^, or exaggerated true- fects to exalt their hero. But 
Ijowever doubtful, it is interesting to collect whatever cam 
throw any light upon .the religious views of this great man, 
aind I will now bring to your view some documents little 
known, which have been lately published by a French 
journal. 

Let us first, cast a rapid glance, since the occasion oflfera, 
at the life of Napoleon, considered in regard to religion. 
^ Buonaparte, being bom in the island of Corsica, of p&r 
xenta originally from Italy, and having an uncle who was a 
jpriest, received in early life religious instruction. It is pro- 
bable that his mother sought to instil into his mind a res* 
pect for the doctrines of popery ; for the Corsicans are, in 
general, more attached to the Eomish church than the 
French ; and even now preserve some antiquated superstl* 
tions for which they profess a singular veneration. Young 
Buonaparte, raised among such a people, must necessarily 
have imbibed in childhood more or less of their ideas. But . 
these first impressions do not seem to have lasted long. He 
was soon sent to a military school in France, at a time 
when the infidel philosophy of Yoltaire and Eosseau had 
gained an almost universal assent He everywhere heard 
^the doctrines of religion scoffed at and ridiculed ; and how 
could a young officer, who had doubtless little studied 
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theological subjects, resist the contagion of scepticism? ^ 

From the military school Buonaparte parsed immedi- 
ately to the field of battle. There, deafened by the noise 
of war, constantly engaged in scenes of carnage, urged ' 
onward by the incentives of ambition, his heart was too 
full of visible things to be occupied with invisible things. 
We do not find in the history of Napoleon that, during 
his brilliant campaigns in Italy, he paid any attention to 
religious subjects. He showed no more deference to the 
Pope as a temporal prince, than to other sovereigns. He 
even consented to the abduction of Pius VI. who died on 
his way, overcome with fatigue and grief Afterwards, 
when he went to Egypt, he tried to gain the Mahometans 
by speaking their language, and some at t)ie time said ' 
that he embraced the religion of the False Prophet. But 
this was not true; the conqueror of Egypt only made 
use of the language of the Koran. to gain a more easy 
triumph ; a trick of state too often employed by earthly 
rulers. 

Having become master of France, and being clothed 
with the title of first consul^ Buonaparte made, it is true, a 
formal agreement with the Pope, and restored the exer- 
cise of worship. But it would be wrong to seek in such 
acts a probf of personal piety. He merely wished, ac- 
cording to all appearance, to strengthen his dominion. 
The priests were only his agents^ charged to preach to the 
people, in the cities and villages, obedience to the will 
of Napoleon. He had subsequently violent- quarrels with 
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pope Pius VII. and in their long and lamentable discus- 
sions we discover nothing in the Emperor, which shows 
a man piously submissive to the holy See. On the con- 
trary, Napoleon had formed the plan of making. the Pope 
a simple Patriarchy who would have been subjected to 
his authority. 

Continual wars filled up his reign. During this time, 
religion was probably far removed from his heart; and if 
it sometimes pressed itself upon his attention, it was in a 
transient and vague manner. It has been remarked that, 
in this part of his career, he showed often a kind of be- . 
lief in fatalism. He spoke of liis star, to those who sur- 
rounded him; he confided in this star; he said, after a 
great victory, that he had been once more protected by 
his star. When he met with a reverse he laid it upon 
his mysterious star, which he considered as presiding over 
all his actions. Strange and superstitious notion, bor- 
rowed firom the astrology of the dark ages, but explica- 
ble when we look at the life of Napoleon. 

, He had passed through such a variety of fortune, had 
risen from so humble a condition to so lofty an emi- 
nence, he had so often obtained splendid victories, that 
he must believe — either in a special blessing of divine 
Providence — or in the magic influence of a star. But as 
the idea of a Providence was not in his thoughts, he had 
adopted the notion of a blind destiny, which, under the 
name of star, controlled all his actions. 

It is remarkable that almost all illustrious men have 
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been believers in fatalism. Is there then, in the chances 
.of battle, in the uncertainty of victory, in the triumphs 
^aphieved by force of arms, some undefinable impression 
which impels men to regard themselves as the slaves of 
an unknown and irresistible power? 
, Terrible disasters drove Napoleon from his throne; I 
.^ill not relate them here: the world has resounded with 
jthem.. The moment came then for the illustrious captain 
to examine himself, to listen to the voice of conscience^ 
to feel his utter weakness, and perhaps to turn his thoughts 
to. God. His old friends had abandoned him, his power 
was gone, the din with which he had been surrounded 
was hushed. He was alone with some companions of his 
misfortune — ^he was more wretched than can be told. Was 
it not to be hoped that these severe trials would, soften 
his hard heart, and lead him to seek in the reb'gion of 
Christ the only consolations adequate to his adversity? 

Some persons thought so. An eminent Christian of 
England, the Bev. Dr. David Bogue, sent to the prisoner 
of St. Helena, a copy of his Essay on the divine autJtority 
of the New Testament, Napoleon read the little work with 
interest and satisfaction. The proofs cited by the author 
in favor of the divinity of Christianity convinced him, 
as eye-witnesses attest. True, this was not enough to 
make him a Christian, but it was enough to awaken in 
him serious reflections. After Napoleon's death, this copy 
of the Essay was given to an under officer, a pious man, 
who. had taught English to the children of the Empe- 
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ror's companions. When the regiment returned to Eng- 
land, this same copy was given back to Dr. Bogue, who 
received it with much emotion, as a new testimony of 
the favor of Grod upon his book." 

What these eye-witnesses do attest has been repeated' 
ly spread before the world. The companions of his exile 
were far from beiag religious men. His friend, General 
Bertrand, was an avowed unbeliever. It appears their 
conversation very frequently was on the subject of re- 
ligion. On one occasion Napoleon wfis speaking of the 
Divinity of Christ, when Bertrand remarked, 

"I cannot conceive, Sire, how a great man like you 
can ' believe that the Supreme Being ever exhibited 
himself to men under a human form, with a body, 
a face, mouth, and eyes. Let Jesus be whatever you 
please — ^the highest intelligence, the purest heart, the 
most profound legislator, and, in all respects, the most 
singular being who has ever existed. I grant it. Still 
he was simply a man, who taught his disciples, and de- 
luded credulous people, as did Orpheus, Confucius, Brah- 
ma. Jesus caused himself to be adored, because his pre- 
decessors, Isis and Osiris, Jupiter and Juno, had proud- 
ly made themselves objects of worship. The ascendency 
of Jesus over his time, was like the ascendency of the 
gods and the heroes of fable. If Jesus has impassioned 
and attached to his chariot the multitude — ^if he has revo- 
lutionized the world — ^I see in that, only the power of 

21 
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.genios, and the aotion of a commanding spirit, whicli 
vanquishes the world, as so many conquerors have done 
r-Alexander, Csesar, you, Sire, and Mohammed, with a 
fiword." 

Napoleon replied: « 

"I know men, and I tell you that Jesus Christ :is 

;' riot a man. Superficial minds see a resemblance between 

.! Christ and the founders of empifes and the gods of oth- 

rer religions. That resemblance does not ^xist. There 13 

between Christianity and whatever other religion, the diA- 

^tance of infinity. ,• 

, ; "We can say to the authors of every other religion, 

*You are neither gods nor the agents of the Deity. Yoja 

are but missionaries of falsehood, moulded from the same 

;<day with the rest of mortals. You are made with all 

the passions and vices inseparable from them. Your 

temples and your priests proclaim yqur origin.' Su^ 

, will be the judgment, the cry of conscience,, of whoever 

, examines the gods and the temples of paganism. 

"Paganism was never accepted, as truth, by the w^e 

paen of Greece; neither by Socrates, Pythagoras, Plato, 

.Anaxagoras, or Pericles. On the other side, the Idfiiept 

, intellects, since the advent of Christianity, have had faith, 

: a living faith, a practical faith, in the mysteries and the 

doctrines of the gospel; not only Bossuet and Fenelon, who 

were preachejrs, but Descartes and Newton, Leibnitz; g^ijd 

Pascal, Corneille and Racine, Charlemagne and Louis XIY. 

"Paganism is the work of man. One can here, ipad 
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.•but our imbecility. What do these gods, so boastfoj, 
know more than other mortals? these legislators, Greek 
^or Eoman, this Numa, this Lycurgus, these priests of In- 
dia or of Memphis, this Confucius, this Mohammed? Ab- 
solutely nothing. They have made a perfect chaos of 
rmorala There is not one among them all who has; said* 
fanything new in reference to our future destiny, to the 
soul, to the essence of God, to the creation. Enter the 
.sanctuaries of paganism. You there find perfect chaos, ^a 
thousand contradictions, war between the gods, the im- 
mobility of sculpture, the division and the rending of 
<unity, the parceling out of the divine attributes muti- 
lated or denied in their essence, the sophisms of ignb- 
^rance and presumption, polluted f6tes, impurity and abom- 
•ination adored; all sorts of corruption festering in the tJi)<Jk 
"shades, with the rotten wood, the idol, and his priest. 
Does this honor God, or does it dishonor him? Are these 
^religions and these gods to be compared with Christianity? 
"As for me, I say no. I summon entire Olympua 
'l;o my tribunal. J. judge the gods, but am far from pros- 
v'trating myself before their vain images. The gods, ^e 

• legislators of India and of China, of Ronie and of Ath- 
ens, have nothing which can overawe me. Not that I 
am unjust to them! No; I appreciate them, because I 
know their value. Undeniably princes, whose existentje 

• is fixed in the memory as an image of order and of pow- 
' er, as the ideal of force and beauty, such princes were 

'HO ordinary men. 
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"I see in Lycurgus, Numa, and Mohammed, only leg- 
isli^tors, who, having the first rank in the State, have 
sought the best solution of the social problem; but I see 

^nothing there which reveals divinity. They themselves 
have never raised their pretensions so high. As for mc, 
I recognize the gods. and these great men as beings like 
jnyself. They have pcrfornaed a lofty part in their times, 
as I have done. Nothing announces them divhie. On 

^the contrary, there are numerous resemblances between 

.them and myself; foibles and errors which ally them to 
me and to humanity. 

" It is not so with Christ. Every thing in him aston- 
ishes me. His spirit overawes me, and his will confounds 
me. Between him and whoever else in the world, there 
is no possible term of comparison. He is truly a being 
by himself His ideas and his sentiments, the truths 

.which ho announces, his manner of convincing, are not 
explained either by human organization or by the nature 

^,of things. 

" His birth, and the history of his life ; the profundity 
of his doctrine, which grapples the mightiest difficulties, 

^and which is of those difficulties the most admirable solu- 
tion; his gospel, his apparition, his empire, his march 
across the ages and the realms — every thing is, for me, a 
prodigy, a mystery insoluble, which plunges me into a rev- 
erie from which I can not escape — ^a mystery which is 
there before my eyes — a mystery which I can neither 
deny nor explain. Here I see nothing human. 
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: ' **The nearer I approach, the more carefully I examine, 
every thing is above me — every thing remains grand, 6l 
a grandeur which overpowers. His religion is a revela^ 
tion from an intelligence which certainly is not that 6i 
man. There is there a profound originality, which has 
created a series of words and of maxims before unknowft 
/Jesus borrowed nothing from our sciences. One can ab- 
solutely find nowhere, but in him alone, the imitation or 
the example of his life. He is not a philosopher, since 
he advances by miracles, and from the commencement 
his disciples worshiped him. He persuades them far more 
by an appeal to the heart than by any display of method 
and of logic. Neither did he impose upon them any pre- 
liminary studies, or any knowledge of letters. All his 
religion consists in heliemng, 

"In fact, the sciences and philosophy avail nothing for 
salvation; and Jesus came into the world to reveal the 
mysteries of heaven and the laws of the spirit. Also, he 
has nothing to do but with the soul, and to that alone lie 
brings his gospel. The soul is suflScient for him, as he 
is sufficient for the soul. Before him, the soul was noth- 
ing. Matter and time were the masters of the world. At 
his voice every thing returns to order. Science and phi- 
losophy become secondary. The soul has re-conquered \is 
sovereignty. All the scholastic scaffolding falls, as an edi- 
fice ruined, before one single word — Faith. 

"What a master and what a word, which can effect 
Buch a revolution! With what authority does he teaci 
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lAen to pray! He imposes his belief. And no one, thus' 
fir,' has been able to contradict him; first, because the' 
gospel contains the purest morality, and also because the" 
doctrine which it contains of obscurity, is only the pro- 
clanlation and the truth of that which exists wht;re no 
ejre'can see and no reason can penetrate. "Who is the" 
insensate who will say ^^o io the intrepid voyager who 
r^iounts the marvels of the Icy peaks which he alone has' 
hlid the boldness to visit? Christ is that bold voyager.' 
C&e can doubtless remain incredulous. But no one caii' 
Venture to say, It is not so. 

'" ' "Moreover, consult the philosophers upon those mys-'' 
tdrtous questions which relate to the essence of man and' 
the essence of religion. What is their response? Where 
is the man of good sense who has ever learned any thing' 
froin the syistem of metaphysics, ancient or modern, which 
i^ 'tfot truly a vain and pompous ideology, without any 
connection with our domestic life, with odr passions? Un-' 
questionably, .with skill in thinking, one can seize the key* 
of the philosophy of Socrates and Plato. But to do this^ 
it is necessary to be a metaphysician; and moreover, with 
years of study, one must popsess special aptitude. But' 
good sense alone, the heart, an honest spirit, are suflB- 
ci^nt to comprehend Christianity. 

"The Christian religion is neither ideology nor me- 
tapihysics, but a practical rule, which directs the actions 
of man, corrects him, counsels him, and assists him in alV 
his conduct. The Bible contains a complete series of 
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facts and of historical men, to explain time p,nd eternity,, 
such as no other religion has to oiFer. If this is not the 
true religion, one is very excusable in being deceived ; for 
everything in it is grand and worthy of God. I search 
in vain in history to find the similar to Jesus Christ, or 
anything which can approach the gospel.' Neither history, 
nor humanity, nor the ages, nor nature offer me anything 
with which I am able to compare it or to explain it... 
Here everything is extraordinary. The more t consider 
the gos|)el, the more I am assured that there is uothing^ 
' there which is not beyond the march of events, and,ab9ve 
the human mind. Even the impious themselves have 
never dared to deny the sublimity of the gospel, which , 
inspires them with a sort of compulsory veneration. What, 
happiness thiat book procures for those who believe it! 
What marvels those admire there .who reflect upan it!- 
"All the words there are imbedded and joined. ojie 
upon another, like the stones of an edifice. The spirit 
which binds these words together is a divine cement^,whiclx 
now reveals the sense, and again vails -it from.thiQ TOod^ . 
Each phrase has a sense complete, which traces tl)p ppr- 
fection of unity and the profundity of the whole. Bpok^ 
unique, where the mind finds a moral beauty before un- 
known, and an idea of the Supreme, superior even to that 
which creation suggests. Who, but God, could produce 
that type, that idea of perfection, equally exclusive and , 
opginal? * , 

, "Christ, having but a few weak disciples, was cott-. 
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demued to death. He died the object of the wrath of the 
Jewish priests, and of the contempt of the nation, and 
abandoned and denied by his own disciples. 

"They are about to take me, and to crucify me, said 
he. I shall be abandoned of all the world. My chief 
disciple will deny me at the commencement of my pun- 
ishment. I shall be left to the wicked. But then, divine 
justice being satisfied, original sin being expiated by my 
sufferings, the bond of man to God will be renewed, and. 
my death will be the life of my disciples. Then they 
will be more strong without me than with me; for they 
will see me rise again. I shall ascend to the, skies; and^ 
I shall send to them, from heaven, a Spirit who will in- 
struct them. The Spirit of the cross will enable them to 
understand my gospel. In fine, they will believe it; they 
will preach it; and they will convert the world. 

*'And this strange promise, so aptly called by Paul 
the * foolishness of the cross," this prediction of one mise- 
rably crucified, is literally accomplished. And the mode 
of the accomplishment is perhaps more prodigious than 
the promise. 

"It is not a day, nor a battle which has decided it. • 
Is it the lifetime of a man? No! It is a war, a long 
combat of three hundred years, commenced by the apos- 
tles and continued by their successors and by succeeding 
generations of Christians. In this conflict all the kings 
and all the forces of the earth wer^ arrayed on one side. 
Upon the other I see no army, biit a mysterious energy; 
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individuals scattered here and there, in all parts of thie 

globe, having no other rallying sign than a common faith' . 

in the mysteries of the cross. 

i "What a mysterious symbol I the instrument of the 

pauishment of the Man-God. His disciples were arme(5 

with it. *The Christ,' they said, *God has died for the 

f 
salvation of men.' What a strife, what a tempest thesd 

simple words have raised around the humble standard of 
the punishment of the Man-God! On the one side, we 
see rage and all the furies of hatred and violence. On 
the other, there is gentleness, moral courage, infinit3 resig- 
nation. For three hundred years spirit struggled against 
the brutality of sense, conscience against dqspotism, the 
soul against the body, virtue against all the vices. The' 
blood of Christians' flowed in torrents. They died kissing 
the hand which slew them. The soul alone protested, 
while the body surrendered itself to all tortures. Every- 
where Christians fell, and everywhere they triumphed, 

"You speak of Caesar, of Alexander; of their conquests, 
and of the enthusiasm which they enkindled in the hearts 
of their soldiers. But can you conceive of a dead man 
making conquests, with an army faithful and entirely de- 
voted to his memory. ' My armies have forgotten me, even 
while living, as the Carthagenian army forgot Hannibal. 
Such is our power! A single battle lost crushes us, and' 
adversity scatters our friends. ' 

"Can you conceive of C^sar as the eternal emperor 
of the Eoman senate, and from the depths of his mauso- 
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leum governing the empire, watching over the destinies 
of Eome? Such ip the history of the invasion and con- 

\ quest of the world by Christianity. Such is the powfer 
of the God of the Christians; and such is the ' perpetual 
miracle of the progress of the faith and of the goverh- 
ment of His Church. Nations pass away, thrones crum- 
ble, but the charcH remains. What la then the powter 
which has protected this church, thus assailed by the fu- 
rious billows 'of rage and the hostility of ages? Whose 
is the arm which, for eighteen hundred years, has pro- 
tected the church from so many storms which have threat- 

- ened to engulf it? • ' 

"Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself found- 
ed empires. But upon what did we rest the creations 

\ of our genius? Upon force, Jesus Christ alone founded 

, 'his empire upon hue: and at this hour millions of men 
would die for him. * • • » 

"In every other existence but that of Christ, hAw 
many imperfections? Where is the character which has 
not yielded, vanquished by obstacles? Where is the in- 
dividual who has never been governed by circumstances 

• or places, who has never succumbed to the influence = of 
; the times, who has never compounded with any customs 

or passions? From the first day to the last he is the 
same, always the same: majestic and simple, infinitely firm 

• and infinitely gentle. 

"Truth should embrace^ the universe. Such is Chris- 
tianity, the only religion which destroys sectional preju- 
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^. dice, the only one whicli prodaims the unity and the 

absolute brotherhood of the whole human family, the 

c, only one which is purely spiritual; in fine, the only 

j one which assigns to all, without distinction, for a true 

..xiountry, the bosom of the Creator, God. Christ proved 

,that he was the son of the. Eternal, by his disregard of 

.. iimt. All his doctrines signify only one and the same 

J thing, JEtcrnity, 

r *^It is true that Christ proposes to our faith a series 

' of mysteries. He commands, with authoritj^, that we 

: should believe them, giving no other reason than those 

tremendous w'ords, ^I am OodJ He declares it What 

• an abyss he creates, by that declaration, between himself 

J and all the fabricators of religion. What audacity, what 

j sacrilege, what blasphemy, if it were not true! I say 

/ more; the universal triumph of an affirmation of that kind, 

if the triumph were not really that of God himself, would 

^ be a plausible excuse, and the proof of atheism. 

f. "Moreover, in propounding mysteries Christ is hamao- 

, nious with nature, which is profoundly mysterious. From 

t whence do I come? whither do I go? .who am I? Hu- 

1 man life is a mj^stery in its origin, its organization, and 

I' its end. In man and out of man, in nature, every thing 

' is mysterious. And can one wish that religion should 

; not be mysterious? The creation and the destiny of the 

world are an unfathomable abyss, as also is the creation 

; and the destiny of each individual. Christianity at least 

; does not evade these great questions. It meets them 
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boldly. And our doctrines are a solution of thera for 
every one who believes. 

"The gospel possesses a secret virtue, a mysterious 
efficacy, a warmth which penetrates and soothes the heart 
One finds, in meditating upon it, that which one experi^ 
ences in contemplating the heavens. The gospel is not 
a book; it is a living being, with an action, a powey, 
which invades every thing which opposes its extension. 
Behold it upon this table, this book surpassing all others, 
(here the Emperor deferentially' placed his hand upon it,) 
I never omit to read it, and every day with the same 
pleasure. 

"Nowhere is to be found such a series of beautiful 
ideas, admirable moral maxims, which pass before us like 
the battalions of a celestial army, and which produce in 
our soul the same emotion which one experiences in con-: 
templatiiig the infinite expanse of the skies, resplendent 
in a summer's night, with all the brilliance of the stars. 
Not only is our mind absorbed, it is controlled, and the: 
soul can never go astray with this book for its guide.: 
Onc3 master of our spirit,- the faithful gospel loves us.; 
God even is our friend, our father, and truly our GoA: 
The mother has no greater care for the infant whom she 
nurses. 

"What a proof of the divinity of Christ! With an 
empire so absolute, he has but one single end, the spiri' 
tual melioration of individuals, the purity of conscience, : 
the union to that which is true, the holiness of the .souL.i 
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. ^- ^Christ speaks, and at once generations become his by 
stricter, closer ties than those of blood ; by the most sa- 
bred, the most indissoluble of all nnions. He lights up the 
flame of a love which consumes self-love, which prevails 
Over every other love. The rfounders of other religions 
never conceived of this hiystical love,, which is the essence 
of Christianity, and is beautifully called charity. ' In every 
attempt to effect this thing," nam(i]y, to make himself beloved^ 
man deeply feels his own impotence. So that Christ's 
greatest miracle undoubtedly is, the reign of charitj^ 

"I have so inspired multitudes that they would die 
for me. God forbid that I should form any comparison 
between the enthusiasm of the soldier and Christian cha- 
rity, which are as unlike as their cause. 

"But, after all, my presence was necessary ; the light- 
ning of my eye, my voice, a word from me ; then the sa- 
dred fire was kindled in their hearts. I do indeed possess 
the secret of this magical power, which lifts the soul, but 
I could never impart it to any one. None of my gene- 
rals ever learnt it from me. Nor have I the means of 
perpetuating my name and love for me in the hearts of 
men, and to effect these things without physical means. 

"Now that I am at St. Helena; now" that I am alone 
chained upon this rock, who fights and wins empires for 
me ? who are the courtiers of my misfortune ? who thinks 
of me? who makes efforts for me in Europe? where are 
my friends? Yes, two or three, whom your fidelity im- 
mortalizes, you share, you coni^olc my exile." 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



340 



NOTES TO 



Here the voice of the Emperor trembled with emotion, 
and for a moment he was silent. He then continued: - 

"Yes, our life once shone with all the brilliance of^ 
the diadem and the throne; and yours, Bertrand, reflect-'^ 
ed that splendor, as the dome of the Invalides, gilt by^* 
us, reflects the rays of the sun. But disasters came ; the ' 
gold gradually became dim. The rain of misfortune and ' 
outrage with which I am daily deluged has eff.tced all' 
the brightness. We are mere lead now. General Bertrand, 
and soon I shall be in my grave. 

"Such is the fate of great men! So it was with Cae-' 
sar and Alexander. And I, too, am forgotten. And the^ 
name of a conqueror and an emperor is a college themef- 
Our exploits are tasks given to pupils by their tutor, who^ 
sit in judgment upon us, awarding us censure or praise. 
And mark what is soon to become of me; assassinated by*' 
the English oligarchy, I die before my time; and my dead' 
body, too, must return to the earth, to become fo<?d for^ 
worms. Behold the destiny, near at hand, of him who^ 
has been called the great Napoleon. What an abyss be- 
tween my deep misery and the eternal reign of Christ, 
which is proclaimed, loved, adored, and which is extend- 
ing over all the earth. Is this to die? Is it not rather 
to live? The death of Christ! It is the death of God."! 

For a moment the Emperor was silent. As GeneraL 
Bertrand made no reply, he solemnly added, "H you do 
not perceive that Jesus Christ is God, very well, then I 
did wrong to make you a general." 
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This 13 in many respects a remarkable confession of 
fiiith; and because it is so remarkable, I have q^uoted it. 
at such length. It contains internal proofs of its authen* 
ticity which cannot well be questioned. From beginning 
to end, it bears the image of the man himself; and yet; 
in Sivend pf the views it contains, it is so closely allied 
to the argument in Dr. Bogue's book, that we are led to« 
6^e how carefully Napoleon' must have studied the volume.. 

I have made the quotation from the Rev. Mr. Abboti'sj 
Life? of Napoleon. No one who is acquainted with that 
writer, will doubt his fidelity. His admiration of Napo- 
leon's character may be too enthusiastic, and his inferencca, 
ait times may not be legitimately drawn. These are points 
pn which there will always be a difference of opinion re-^ 
specting the Alexanders, the Caesars, and the Napoleons, 
who have appeared in our world. But Mr. Abbott should 
\^e allowed full credit for the patient labor with which 
he has investigated facts, and for the lucid and happy 
i^aanner in which he has wrought them into history. 

, Page 123. 

In giving the character of Lord Bacon, I have not 
been unmindful of the great blot that rests on the name 
of this great man. Although it was only in virtue of 
Poetic License that Pope could be justified in calling him 

The wisest, hri^htest, meanest of mankind; 
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his crime as a Judge cannot be excused because it was 
one of the vices so prevalent in his day. Nothing is 
gained to the cause of religion by defending or ignoring 
the faults of its advocates. It is not in this spirit that 
the Bible describes its illustrions characters. As if to 
stain the pride of human glory by their fall, strong men 
are often assailed and overcome by strong temptations; 
and with this plea on their behalf, we should at least be 
cautious in pronouncing judgment upon those who m^y 
'liave' startled a whole world by their signal departure 
from rectitude. 

'■ Ce this as it may in Bacon's case, it does not destroy 
the value of his testimony to the truth of Christianit}^ as 
a subject of intellectual investigation. Even his worst 
enemies could not deny him the distinction of a great 
mind; and when he brought it to bear on the inspiration 
aiid excellence of the Bible, we see what was his delib- 
erate conclusion. 



/♦>(' 
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Page 178. 

I am aware of the discredit that some of VoltaireVi 
friends have endeavored to cast upon the physician who 
attended the dying man. He has been called a quack. 
Would they have us believe that Voltaire's life was con- 
sidered of so little value, that it was committed to the 
care of a quack doctor? The truth is, Paris was consid- 
ered at the time, as having no better physician in the 
whole city than the man who was called to attend Vol- 
taire in his last illness, and nothing was heard of his be- 
ing a quack, till the world l^eard from. him the frightful 
story of Voltaire's remorse when approaching eternity. 

The whole account of Voltaire's death contained in 
the Lecture, is taken chiefly from the Abb^ Barruel's 
"Anti-Christian Conspiracy;" and as it has been the 
fashion in certain quarters to question his authority, I 
here make an extract from his work, which may enable 
■QS to judge how far he had evidence to bear him out 
in what he has stated. 

Having alluded to Voltaire's public triumph in hia 

last visit to Paris,, and to the sudden hemorrhage which 

22 
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'I 

threatened his life, conscious that he was about to describe 

•I' 

a scene from which many would be inclined to turn away 
with horror, he says, 

"Here let not the historian fear exaggeration. Bage, 
remorse, roproach and blasphemy, aD, accompany and 
characterize the long agony of the dying Atheist Thi^s 
death, tlie most terrible that is ever recorded to ha^^ 
stricken the impious man, will not be denied by his com- 

^panions. of impiety ; their silence, however much they 
may wish to deny it, is the least of those carroborativ^e 
proofe which could be adduoed. Not one of the Sophie- 
ters has ever dared to mention any sign given, of reeo- 

.lution or tranquifity, by this prenaier chie^ during thp 
space of three months, which elapsed from the time he 

^was crowned at the theatre, until his decease. Such a 
silence, expresses how great their humiliation was in his 

doath. V 

r 

,. "It was on his return from the theatre, and in tb^ 

midst of the toils he was resuming in order to acquiiie 

fresh applause, when Voltaire wi\3 warned thai the long 

icareer .of his impiety was drawing to an end. 
r 

"In spite of all the Sophisters flocking around him in 

ythe first days of his illness, he gave signs of wishing to 

return to .the God he had so often blasphemed. He calls 

^fQjr the priests who ministered to Him whom he had swor? 

to crush^ under the appellation of the wretch. His danger 

incj^easing, he wrote the following, note to the Abbd Gaol- 

r 

tier. * Yoa had promised me, Sir, to come and hear m^ 
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'I entreat you would take the trouble of calling as soon 
to possible. Signed, VoLTAlRte?^' 

Pari*, the 26th Feb. 1778." ' '' 

A few days after, he wrote the following declaration, ' 
in presence of the same Abb^ Gaultier, the Abb^ Migriot 
'find the Marquis de Villevieille, copied from the miriut«8 
'deposited with Mr. Momet, Notary at Paris. ^* 

"'I the underwritten, declare that for these four days 
^ast, having been afflicted with a vomiting of blood, At 
the age of eighty-four, and not having been able to drag 
myself to the church, the Eev. the Rector of St. Sulpice, 
having been pleased to add to his good works that of 
sending to me the Abb6 Gaidtier, a priest; I confessed 
•to him, &,nd if it pleases God to dispose of me, I die in 
^the Holy Catholic Ghurchj in which I was born; hoping 
'that the divine mercy will deign to pardon all my faults ; 
and if ever I have scandalized the Churchy I ask pardon 
of God and of the Church. . 2hd March, 1778. Signec^ 
Toltaire: in presence of the Ahh6 Mignot my nephew, 
•imd the Mai-quis de Villevieille my friend;* 

" After the two witnesses had signed' this declaratioi, 
Voltaire added these wordi^ copied from the same min- 
utes: *The Ahh6 Gaullier, my confessor, having apprised 
me tihat it was said among a certain set of people, I 
«hbuld protest against every thing I did at my death; 
T declare I never made such a speech, and that it is ain 
old jest attributed, long since, to many of the learned^ 
more enlightened than I am.' ♦ t ♦ ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



r|52 ^OTES TO 

"Yoltaire had permitted this declaratiou to be carriQd 
-to the Hector of St, Sulpice, and to the Archbishop of 

Paris, to know whether it would be sufficient. When 
, Ihe Ah\>6 Gaultier returned with the answer, it was im- 
I possible, for him to gioB admittance to the patient. The 
, eoii^piratore had strained every nerve to hinder the chief 
^ fix)m, consimunating hif recantation, and every avenue was 
^$hut 'to the priest which Voltaire himself had sent for. 
J. The demons haunted every access ; but rage succeeds to 

firry, and fury to rage again during the remainder of l^is 

.lifct Then it was that D'AIembert, Diderot, and about 

, twenty other of the conspirators, who had beset his apart- 

.^ ment, never approached him, but to witness their own j^- 

^nominy; and often, he wo\ild curse them and exclaim, 

*. Retire,, it is you that have brought me to mj present 
., state; begone, I could have done without you all, but 

jou , could not exist without me, and what a wretched 

glory have you procured me.' 

"Then would succeed the horrid remembrance of his 

conspiracy ; they could hear him, the prey of anguish and 
^ dread, alternately supplicating or blaspheming that God 

whom he had conspired against, and in plaintive accents 
, would he cry out, *0h Christ! Oh Jesus Christ I' and 

th^n complain that he was abandoned by God and man. 

The hand which had traced in ancient writ the sentence 
.of 5m impious revelling king, seemed to trace before his 
^eyes Crush Ihan^do crush the wretch. In vain he turned 

l^is head away, the time was coming apace when he ^v^ii 
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to appear before th<3 tribunal of hirii he had blasphemed; 

'and his physicians, particularly Mr. Tronchin, callirig Hn 

"to administer relief thunderstruck retires, declaring^ tne 

ieath of the impious man to be terrible Indeed:' TAe 

pride of the conspirators' would willingly have suppressed 

these declarations, but it was in vain; the Mai^schal iJe 

Richelieu flies from the bedside, declaring it to b^ a si^t 

too terrible to be sustained; and Mr: Tronchin, ' th^it tRe 

' fiiries of Orestes could give but a faint idea of those "of 

"Voltaire. . i , . 

' "Thus died, on the 80th of May, 1778, rather wo^n 

out by his own fury than by the weight of years, tfie 

most unrelenting conspirator against Christianity, that has 

been seen since the time of the Apostles. His peraecutioh, 

longer and more perfidious than those of N*er6 or Diov 

' cletian had yet only produced apostates, but they were 

more numerous than the martyrs made in the ^former 

persecutions." *' 

, ■ . • • . .' ■ . ^ 

It should be remembered that thisj.or a similar ac- 
count, was published while the events themselves were 
yet fresh in the recollection of the public, and while men 
or their intimate friends were yet living, who are referred 
to by name as witnesses of what is told. Written docu- 
ments also, with day and date, are quoted and appealed 
to, ill proof of the narrative. "Different accounts,^ it^is 
' said, "are given of Voltaire's deaith." Where is the ^if- 
ferent account that is supported by evidence like this^ 
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Page 202. 

•^'Althottgli in tlie memorable deaths of Christians enu- 
m^iiated in this Lecture, I have generally confined rtiy- ' 
•eSf'td those who hare not only avowed their faith in ^ 
Christianity^ but have distinguished themselves in defcnd- 
ing'fttid teaching its doctrines; I will not deny myself the 
giteMication of referring in this connection to the last hours 
of^ !Daniel Webster. His testimony to the inestimabld ^ 
w^Ah' of the Bible, was freely and repeatedly given duf-^ 
ing his life, and his death was remarkable for a compo^^^ 
sm-e and a trustful humility of spirit, that rendered the 
scene very impressive and touching. I take the follow- 
ing description of it from a sermon preached by the Eev. 
C. M. Butler, in whose ohujch Mr. Webster had for 
years been a worshipper. It was Mr. Webster's happi- 
ness, to be attended in his last illness by a pious phy- 
sician^ who at Mr. Butler's request furnished the incidents 
which -were embodied in the discourse. 

"I was assured," said Dr. Jeffries, "early in the sick- 
ness of Mr. Webster, that he understood the danger of 
his situation. As the disease progressed, he knew that it 
would be soon fatal; and he was the first to fix upon a 
definite time when he should die. But he was not dis- 
posed to speak of it, as I think, because he knew it 
would be distressing to his friends. He acted on this 
knowledge from the earliest period of my attendance: 
every -thing he did had a reference to this result. I had 
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no conversation with him on the sjibject of his death until 
it was near, and but little on serious subjects; that little, 
however, showed distinctly his vie\YS on this u»por1fii.nt 
subject; and, together . with whfit I otherwise he^r^ i^nd i 
observed, served to illustrate satisfactorily his religjo^;^ 
character. ■ ,■• . ; . j 

. J* The few facts I have to pre^nt to you are as IoIIqws:. ; 

J " On leaving Mr. Webster for the night ,at half p^ i 
eleven, on Saturday, October 16, 1852, I ask?^ hi»?^,tf I: 
should repeat to him a hymn at paurting, to, vrhi<jht;;bj^ , 
gaye a ready assent ; when I repeated the hymn,; i : ' i 

' There is a fountain filled with bloocl, 

Drawn from Emmanuel's veins; ' / ^ 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. < • 

The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That fountain in his day; 
And there may I, as vile as he. 

Wash all my sins away. 

Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood '^. 

Shall never lose its power 
Till all the ransomed Church of God ^ . . 

Be saved to sin no more. 

E'er since by faith, I saw the stream, , = ^ 

Thy flowing wounds supply, . ' . 

Bedeeming love has been my theme, ., • 

i And shall be till I die. 
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Tben in a nobler, sweeter, Bong, ] 

I'll sing thy power to save; ' *' 

When this poor lisping, stammering tongue^ 
Lies silent in the grave. 

"He gave very serious attention to the recital, and at 
the close he said, * Amen, amen, even so come Lord Jesus.' 
This was uttered with great solemnity. He afterwards 
asked me if I remembered the verse in one of Watt's 
hymns on the thought of dying at the foot of the Cros^ 
and repeated these lines with remarkable energy and 
fiaeling: 

"'Should worlds conspire to drive me hence, 
Moveless and firm this heart should lie, 
Resolved^ (for that's my last defence,) 
If I must perish — here to die.' 

After this he said that * he owed it to his fellow-cotintijr'^ 
men to express his deep conviction of the divine insplea? 
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and had embodied 
some thoughts which he gave to Mr. Edward Curtis. 

"He repeated the text, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved,' and then, what he had 
given to be inscribed upon his tombstone, which was as 
follows: * ' 

"*Lord I believe, help Thou mine unbelief.' 

♦** Philosophical argument, especially that drawn fironi 
the vastness of the Universe, in comparison with the ap^ 
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parent insignificance o£ this globe, has sometimes shaken 
my reason for the fiuth which is in me; but my heart has 
always assured and re^assured me, that the Gospel of Je- 
sus Christ must be a Divine reality. 

."*The Sermon on the Mount cannot be a merely hu- 
pian production. This belief enters into the very depj;^ 
of my conscience. 



h 



"*The whole history of man proves it. 



r/y 
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"* DANIEL WEBSTEB;. . 

" He afterwards said that he wished also to leave sou}^ 
where his testimony in favor of early piety; that he was 
familiar with all the great poets, Pope, Dryden, Cowper, 
Milton, and others, but that the hymns of Watts, from his 
cradle hymns to his verson of the Psalms, and other 
deeper hymns, were always uppermost in his mind and 
cui his tongue; that he could repeat them faster thaafliair 
sgribes could write them down. .: m 

I "He conveyed very strongly by his remarks, that.lm 
early religious instruction and acquirements had always 
|iad the most profound and abiding influence upon' his 
vpnd and life. j 

.^ ." I was informed by Mrs. Webster, about a fortnighli 
before his death, that he- had been speaking to her of j'hiJJ 
case, and expressed the apprehension that it would ter- 
minate fatally ; he then appeared to consider his prepara- 
^on for the event, and clasping his hands, he said, with 
4^p emotion, *I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.' q-.]^ 
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"A short time before he became unable to express hia 
thoughts, he appeared to be engaged in silent prayer, (as 
I often noticed his appearance to indicate during his si9k- 
ness,) when he gave utterance to something — a few words 
of which were low and lost by me ; that which followed 
was—* b it whatsoever I do, Almighty God, receive me to 
Thyself for Jesus Christ's sake.' He also exclaimed, 'I 
shall be to-night in life, and joy, and blessedness.' " 
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Page 222. 

The claim of Greece to have been the parent of the 
Polite Arts, especially of Architecture, has been so gen- 
erally admitted, and to such an unqualified extent, that I 
feel bound to fortify the position I have taken on behalf 
of the Hebrew nation, by authorities which cannot be dis- 
puted. As the works to which I chiefly refer are not of 
ready access, I will make fall extracts from two of them 
which are named in the Lecture, and in which the ques- 
tion is treated with much learning and ability. I am indebt- 
ed to that well known architect, Alexander J. Davis, Esq. 
for his kindness in placing both of them within niy reach. 

Wood's " Origin of Building, or The Plagiarism of the l"^ 
Heathens detected," was published in 1741 ; and like many 
works written at that period, shows patient research and 
a thorough ficquaintaiice with all authorities, ancient or 
modem, sacred or profane, which have any bearing on 
the subject. He refers largely to Vitruvius who compiled /^ 
much of his elaborate work on Architecture from the 
writings of the most celebrated architects of Greece; and 
as a sentimeijJt>-h^^?^F^=eQmmon by them all, he tells us, 

iFOTv^^^^ Digitized by Google 
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^* The chjmce or fo^ne which thewsli 

of everything curious in Architecture, was, under 'all^ifci 
jtppellations, esteemed by the ancients as a divine power, 
and no lees than God alone. And indeed if we e±ainiiiiEl 
ipto the writings of the most eminent authors of ariciefrt 
history, as well sacred as profane, we shall find them ^IB 
confess, that the knowledge our ancestors first had in aHll 
and sciences was given them immediately by God. Ahdf 
therefore, though Vitruvius lays it down as a principle/ 
that mankind are by nature teachable, and inclined !j6^ 
imitation, he has nevertheless declared, they were abo^ 
three thousand years^ before they, even by chance, did 
any thing worthy to be recorded, and that many centu^ 
ties passed before another step was taken towards peaffettJ 
tion in their works of Architecture." *• ^ 

Having described the rude structures that were rearfedl 
in the early ages of the world, or during these thousands 
of years, in which men seem to have borrowed most of 
, their conceptions in building from beasts of the field ajnd' 
A birds of' the air, Mr. Wood comes to the period at which* 
the Tabernacle was erected by Moses in the Wildemes^^ 
"according to the pattern shown to him in the mount;* 
Btating, what he satisfactorily proves, that '- 

/In works of Architecture, before the Tabernacle wtB*" 
erected, the effect, or the labor of the hands, in a great^ 
measure, preceded the cause, or the labor of the ihrncfj- 
and consequently, the buildings so performed muBt be» 
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without order, proportion, or any other character that 
ppuld render them beautiful' 

"But in the Tabernacle, the cause preceded the eflfeot^ 
tbe fabric was presented to the mind -perfbc% finished^ 
the magnitude of eyery individual part was undoubtedly 
given, and the whole was explained in the most compre-* 
^eosiye terms, previous to the dxeoutioti of it: And as 
the highest demonstration that Architecture was not then: 
arrived to such a degree of perfection as to afiford aay 
i^e among those whose lives had been spent under bond- 
age amcing. the Egyptians, in the building art, capable of 
frprking after prescribed rules and a just pattern, God, at 
ti^e same time that he directed the Tabernacle to be 
built, deternained it necessary to fill all those that wei:e 
wise-hearted with his own spirit in wisdom and understand-, 
ing, to enable them to , perform that sample of new and 
g^ect Architecture." 

] J This Tabernacle though designed for religious services: 
in the worship of the true God, is shown to have hac 
its. influence in revolutionizing the manner of building 
fof; the purposes of personal comfort and convenience as 
well as for devotion both among the Hebrews and among 
other nations; and having dwelt upon this topic through- 
several chaptera, showing the progress of Building from 
ite time of Moses to the concluding years in the reigU; 
of David, he proceeds to describe the erection of the Tem- 
ple by Solomon, This wonderfiil structure, as the Bible 
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expressly declares^ was built according to the plan laid 
down before Solomon and the princes, Priests and Levites, 
by David; who declared when he laid it before them, 
"All this the Lord made me understand in writing by 
ins band upon me." 

The situation of the Temple, its parts and proportions, ' 
Its courts and its furniture, and the time and labor taken 
in the erection of the edifice, are all described by the 
author with a singular minuteness. After which he adds, 

"By this Temple, Architecture was brought to the' 
highest perfection; from this Temple, and the Tabernacle, 
the choicest examples of building among the ancient^ 
were copied; and from the Tabernacle and Temple we* 
hope we shall be able to prove^ undeniably, that the 
Dorich, lonick and Corinthian Orders of Columns were 
taken. These Orders we shall treat of after we have 
recited some of the great works for which Egypt, As-' 
sjria, Media, Babylonia, Greece and Italy are so remark- 
able in History." 

• ^ I 

It is no more than justice to the author, to say that 
he has brought abundance of proof to show that the 
architecture of these various nations was largely indebted 
to the Temple at Jerusalem. But* I do not make any 
farther quotations from' his learned Volume, as I wish ta 
reserve space, the more fully to exhibit the argument of 
^ Mr. Wilkins. 
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This gentleman has a world-wide fame as an archi- 
tect He was Eegius Professor of Architecture in the. 
Eoyal Academy, and for a time a Senior Fellow of Cains. 
College in the University of Cambridge. He had access, 
to every source of information which he could desire, 
spent his life in making them all available for high cul- 
tivation ill his profession, and in his various productions 
he writes with the elegance and perspicuity of a finished 
scholar. His Vitruvius, and his Antiquities of Magna ^ 
Graecia published more than forty years ago, are ac- 
knowledged as standard works; and his Essays or Pro- i^ 
lusiones Architectonicae were prepared and given to the 
world at a later period, as his matured views on the 
several subjects which they embrace. It is the Essay en- 
titled "The Temple at Jerusalem, the type of Grecian i/ 
Architecture," from which I take the following: 

"The history of the Jewish nation offers to the con- 
sideration of the philosopher and the historian many pe- 
culiar circumstances, no where else exemplified in any 
one branch of the great family of mankind, originating 
fixMn one common stem. Although, as from the sources 
of some great river whose stream is augmented by tribu- 
tary waters, a portion of the primary element is carried 
tjarough distinct and distant nations, the decendants of 
those races who separated on the dispersion of mankind,, 
preserve some points of resemblance in the forms of their 
^ivil and religious observances^ which an analysis will 
trace to the same common origin; yet in all the charac- 
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jteristics which distinguish the Israelites from other tiatioii8y 

the difference is wide. 7he most remarkable of the (Us- 

. tinctions which divide the Jewish people from the rest of 

th^ world, is the immutability of their laws. The code 

k];)equeathed to them by their great law-giver contains, a 

^^D0[odem writer has observed, 'the only complete body of 

^4«»w which was ever given to a people at one time — that 

^^% is the only entire body of law which has come doien 

».^fo ] pur days — ^that it is the only body of ancient law 

w^iich still governs an existing people — ^that the natidp 

.lybich it respects being scattered ovqt the face of Ihe 

j^whple earth, it is the only body of law that is equalfy 

.iql?Pfi;vfd in the four quarters of the globe — ^and, finallj, 

{tbj^t all. the other codes of law, of which history has prte- 

.jqrved any recollection, were given to communities wio 

'already had written statutes, hut who wished to change 

,thf^ir fopn or modify their application ; whereas, in tUs 

^9$fi^ we behold a new society under the hands of a leg- 

.islator who proceeds to lay its very foundations.' , 

**By far the most interesting of the considerations con- 

. «^tjai with^ the history of this singular people, are those 

. Qonnccted with Christianity. *In opposition to their own 

.tfishes,' says the same learned writer, * they laid the fonn- 

ida^on of a religion which has not only superseded their 

peculiar rites, but is rapidly advancing to . that universal 

^vnoeeptation which they were wont to anticipate in fevor 

pf their own ancient law.' ,< 

'^The most brilliant era in the history of this, nation 
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is that which immediately followed the accession of S61fe- 
uion, the great glory of whose reign is identified with like 
erection of the temple. Although this great tttidertaJdcfg 
was mainly subservient to spiritual purposes, the stdVaii- 
;tage8 arising from its construction were widely sp^eild, 
and exercised an almost boundless influence over o^fifef 
* important objects. It, was in the reign of this prih^ 
«nd a consequence arising from this act of piety, thlit 
•&.e Hebrews first became a commiercial people. It is 
proved, on the authority of the sacred writings, thfct 
ih pursuing this vast undertaking, the monarch was un- 
der the necessity of employing foreign artists, and '6f 
procuring one of the most essential materials for building 
from a distant source. In return for the works of metal, 
and of everything connected with the sculptor's art, the 
natural productions of Palestine were exchanged, wi<Jh 
^ those mutual advantages which form the basis of intemfe- 
^onal commerce. The subsistence of the multitiides eaa- 
ployed in this vast work called forth the eneifgiea iliid 
resources of agriculture. 

"These circimistances of unremitting industry i^e 
intimately connected with the history of art ; and occurring 
at a period of history when tradition was exchanged fbr 
authentic documents, it follows that additional interest 'is 
'excited in the mind of the archaDologist and the historiaiu 
V "The chief object of the present dissertation is to 
show the influence produced on the arte by the com- 

ttiencement and accomplishment of this great enterprise, 

23 
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^ and th^ example it afforded to the architects of the agps 
immediately following, aa yet unskilled in architectuj;e, 
And wanting somQ type of gyeat authority for their guidancje. 
"Tl^e earliest temples in Greece were built in the 
,, most;, simple of the forms enumerated \>j lat^r writers. 
The great dramatist describes his sacred edifice^ not in 
: conformity with a n^ore decorated kind, which had been 
iufroduced as much aa seven centuries before our era, l^ut 
with regard to the chronology of the events he represents. 
Thus the Temple of Diana, in the *Iphigenia in Tauris, 
iu described to be of this simple kind, because the plot 
of his .drama was laid at a very remote period, and no 
circumstance prevented him from representing an imagi- 
.^ nary J^uildrng as one of a primitive form. In the 'Ion,* 
I however, although the fiible of the drama may be referred 
to a still earlier age, it was necessary to make the 
. description of the temple at Delphi accord with the then 
ucxistiiig edifice, which was well known to the audiences 
.of hia«age. The temple has a portico, cella, and adytum; 
J, thjC. pediments are adorned with sculpture, which the 
^watcliful caje of Ion preserves free from the pollution of 
,the^ winged, tribes. The labors of Hercules are represent- 
ed probably on the metopae. The battle of the Giants 
; was also sculptured probably on the walls of the peribo- 
^lus^ Armor was suspended on the epistylia, in the same 
. joa^ner, as, tlie golden shields of the Parthenon. 
,. The form of the temple adopted at the earliest period 
,,of, templQrbuilding in Greece was that termed by Vitru- 
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"vius in AntiSy that is to say, a builcling having a cdla, 
with a pronaos formed by the interposition of two 'co- 
lumns between the extended walls of the cella: some- 
times an opisthodomus or posticum was added in the 
rear. The very ancient temple at Ehamnus was btiilt 
with a cella only, and an advanced vestibule before it 
As the art of building became better known, and bs 
'luxury increased, the whole of the simple tem^plc wias 
surrounded by a peristyle, and placed within ^a periboWis 
or inclosed area of considerable extent. The peribolus 
was sometimes a wall only; but frequently an elabomto 
portico, properly so called, surrounded the walls inward- 
ly. Upon these walls, and there only, were the paintings 
' so frequently mentioned by ancient writings, where . th^y 
were protected from the effects of the weather, and 
where they received light through the opeh intervals be- 
tween the columns. The inner court of the Jewish tem- 
ple was a peribolus of this kind, although perhnps it 
' formed no part of the early Greek temple. Such omiisj- 
sion would not militate against the assumption that this 
was taken from a Syrian model; because in the early 
introduction of an art, we are at first content to limit 
our performances to some modification of the typ6; 

It has until lately been universally admitted^ that all 
temples in which ranges of columns are found within the 
cella were hypaethral; that is to say, they had a large 
aperture in the roof over the centre of the cella open 
to the heavens. This erroneous bpmion has no other 
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^Tttltotlly'tliaA a presamied eorreotkm of a passage m tke 
text of ' VitruTiias, which ' is geirerally adciiowledged to 
<>l)e( a» corrupt as it is atvaiianee with the context 

^^ Thfe^^ is an essential difference in the constmclaQn 
'-•of <3rrefek and Egyptian temples. The cella of the latter 
'is of Very limited dimensions; it is a mere o^«W or 
f ^ttnctulUBy ; the cella of Gnecian temples, on the oontifary, 
• are fteq^^ntly of eonaidetable magnitude; there is some 
' timesB ^n opisthodomtts or iimer sanctuary, but ii; gen- 
eral the .'cella was approached both in front and in M^e 
/'rean thei postern or opistiaodomns at one end corr^- 
' ponding with the prohaos at tiie other. In the Parthe- 
' -non, ibdiei^d, the inner sanctuary of tlie more ancient 
/ temples ^as been retained, but it was not like that of 
the * tdtiajfle of Jerusalem — the niost sanctified part of thc' 
-1 teni{>te;'-on the contrary, it was applied to purposes of 
""no 'reEgibtis tendency,— <-it was the treasury of the tew- 
pl^.' Whcjn we, therefore, institute a comparison betw^n 
''i;he Jewish temple and the sacred structures of Grewe, 
'"^we mUst expect to find a difference of arrangement, iri 
/conformity with the exigencies of the different and dis- 
ftinct ti%6S of the two people. With these allowances, we 
Tsball .find tin intimate correspondence of proportions, 
I which V^U lead us to the conclusion that both were 
\t;0|istructcd upon similar principles; and the necessary 
infei-ence will follow, that the earlier examples w.ere the 
/ prototypes of those of later times constructed in distant 
'«^ cotintiieB. If we compare, the plan and proportions of 
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'Ji<Eie Syrian temple irith those. of some of lihsl-e^rli^t ^^' 

^ amples of Grecian origin, sRch, for exaiapH S^ liose at 

Paestum and -^giaa, a . resemblance will b«.<&)«ncl jto 

exist, that can only be- attributed to tbe adoptieU of th^ 

same principles by the architeeta of Pal^tSne. artd/<3Tee9C^ 

**The arrangement and the dimtosioni' of. tiie Jejiv- 

ish temple are given so much at lemgth in^ the. tsac^i^d 

writings, that vre are enabled to ascdrtain its ; si^e and 

iohnograpty with a great degree of pl^ecieion^ ai>dt I 

shall now proceed ' to • show that a very eatnubrdieary. 

coincidence, both in propartion and in aetiial diriiensiQtis, \ 

existed between tbis and., tjse temple at P^stnrH, tl^t 

• could only hav(3 originated in the inte^tiort Gfi).the pr^- 

i jectora of the latter io fidbpt .the oth^r liS; tfteii', model, 

' and to adhere to it with as mxKh preoisicm -aa was cqsi- \ 

' eistent with the observance of different foirms ^of .wprsWpJ 

■in the two nations. We shall jSjod^ tbeTefoii^ ,1hat tjie 

< variation chiefly consista in those pferrts ^ssentijij to- tte 

.one, and unnecessary to the other; or> to.'^pe^ with 

: greater precision, between the .sa!ijctuary of the Jewish 

temple and the posticum of tlie Greoiail. 

"In order to prove this, it will ben^sgaij to ^1- 

. iect those passages in the sacred writings whi^^ refer,.to 

the construction of the sevcotal parts of. tjie, Syriaii . tern- 

V pie, which, as they abound in techniool te'rmsj- reqiiire 

• the illustration of an architect by profession." - 

n 

Mr. Wilkins accordingly quotes the descaription o( 
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Solomon*a temple as jfound in the Bible, and having ' 
given a carcfiil analysis of the whole, he places the ' 
plans, sections and elevations of the Hebrew and Greek 
temples in immediate jnxta-position ; and shows such a 
resemblance in dimension, proportion, and in all the 
great principles of construction, carried out in the essen- 
tial parts or features of both, as renders the conclusion 
irreBistible, that the temple at Jerusalem had been adopt 
ed as a model for the temples of Greece. 

^* In coming to such a conclusion,*' he goes on to say, 
*^we are led to the inference that an intimate connexion 
existed between the countries in which they are seve- 
rally found; and that a mode of constructing temples was 
transmitted diree1;ly, and with little of the intermediate 
assistance of a third state. The interval between the 
fijUndation of the two temples is remarkable for the 
gr^At intercourae which connected the Eastern shores of 
the- Mediterranean Sea with Greece and her colonies; and 
even those writers who contend that these were peopled 
by Egyptians, or by a race residing on the Delta of 
the Nile, admit that these Egyptians came originally 
&om the shores of Syria. To me it appears, from a con- 
aderation of all that has been written on the subject, 
that we must regard Syria as the parent of the settlers 
in Greece. A rapid sketch of the position of Egypt, 
in regard to the islands of the Mediterranean and the 
shares of the Grecian continent, will tend, I think, to 
confirm this opinion ; but as this question will be bet- 
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ter discussed separately, I shall proceed to illustmiie the . 
passages vhich I have selected as corroborj^tiv^ of simi- ■. 
lar principles, adopted hy the builders of the two celey j 
br^ted temples to which I have alluded m. the .present ; 
E^say. Differences will, be found to exist in the, ar- 
rangements of the interior, dictated by the different 
rites, and the different appropriation of the (emplep : 
within the walls: the ceremonials of two very distinct ^ 
religions must necessarily demand distributions adapted 
to the performance ,of their religious observances. ^ * '* 

" The adyta of Grecian temples were open to; the iur » 
spection of all ranks of the people; and in the grealier :, 
nupiber of temples there was an approach to the ^qella . 
at either end: whereas in 4he Jewish temple,, theoella ; 
wa^ only accessible by the ministers of xeligioii) md thb . 
oracle was entered by the high priest alone. Thu^ although 1 
the proportions externally might be similar^ the diyislQU r^ 
of the interior would be regulated by circum8tan(5i5s. , 

In the porch of the Jewish teniple we hipiye/tlie ^ 
type of the Grecian vaog sv Ttapdaraatv the earliest and J 
thei simplest form of their sacred buildings. Th^ (pieHs- .'■ 
tyle was a later addition, made as the Greek colonies J ad- "■ 
vanoerd in population and wealth. Thia grealb^ advance - 
toward magnificence was not made without referenofe . 
to the early type whence an infant colony b6rrowed- the . 
essential part of their religious edifices, omitting such . 
deQOfation as was otherwise useless and beyond ihe • 
straitened n^eans of the first settlers. ' T . 
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The. Jewish "temple appears to Imve been found^^ 
oi^Q thousand snxd fifteen years before Christ. Very 8o(m 
afterwards, temples were built in Greece aiid-iii some: of 
the islands of the Archipels^go, by colonies sent by Mi- 
nos from Crete. Minos was contemporary with. Solonito, 
an^. had ajoqvured a powerful fleet for the purposes bfi-u 
^ommereo in which his subjects were engaged with mbat 
oi the surrounding states. The most jfriendly iaitercoospsfe 
subsisted between the Cretans and the Phoenieianfl kX 
this period: the latter are stated to have manned tbe 
navy of the former. From such intimate connexion imagr 
have arisen the tradition related by Polydorus Vergilios^ 
on the authority of Diogenes Laertius, that Epimenide* 
of Crete was the fii«t to erect temples in the Qreciaii 
communities* When we find it recoarded that Epimeni) 
des lived 299 years, we may be assured that a family, 
and not an individual, of this name existed for this 
lengthened period; and that the Hierotect and the So- 
phist flourished at distant intervals of time, the first aa: 
early as the ninth century before our era; and this wiB 
reconcile the assertion of Diogenes Laertius with thef 
statement of Strabo. About the same period Daedalus 
flourished: his name is intimately connected with tlie early 
CJreek colonies which settled in Sicily, where considerable ' 
remains of temples of the highest antiquity are still found; 

The actors in the events recorded, Minos and Dae^. 
dolus, may be merely imaginary beings: whether they^ 
really existed, and took the active part assigned to 
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iihfeJWt will ©ot affect the truth of the historical facts 
kwitii which they have been identified. The Greeba i^Si^ 
j^eufitomed to throw an air of romaiice and mysteV}- 

HPSver all the incidents of a remote period: the condmttrf- 
^est events ivero made to assume the appearance oi" ''tiih 

. iracles performed by the agency of imaginary beings, tee 
ifeble of the Minotaur is one of this description: the i^- 
'tioDal examiner will see nothing in it beyond the fa({^, 
iihat Athens was at this time a tributary state to <2Wte, 
judd hence ^e might infer the connection between theni, 
Xf the testimony of many varied and abstract events dffl 
pot concur in placing this degree of active intercourse 
beyond all doubt The chain which connects Syria' atid 
lie great islands of the Eastern Archipelago with 
Greece, Sicily, and Magna*Grsecift, connects also tfcftfr 
^Krts and architecture." , : ::;l! 

The space which I have allotted in this note to thjd 
subject of Architecture, leaves me the less room for qudtt 
ing authorities or proofs, ^showing how the knowledge i of 
the Hebrews in other arts and sciences formed the basis 
pn which surrounding and subsequent nations bmlt theii^ 
(^ims to eminence. Indeed the very large extent iij 
which the poets and ethical writers of Greece and Bonoie 
borrowed from the Hebrew writings, has been so often 
proved, and in works extensively circulated, that there is 
the less occasion to quote from them. I may obseiJvfe 
however, that there is one author who has given ao 
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satisfaotoiy though a summary view of the intere^ng 
subject, that he is entitled to be named and commended 
to those who have not the means or the time to pursue 
their inquiries farther than he would lead them. I refer 
to "The Connection between the Sacred Writings and 
the Literature of Jewish and H^then Authors, particu- 
larly that of the Classical ages, illustrated by Robert 
Oray, D. D. Prebendary of Durham and Chichester, and 
Rector of Bishop Wearmouth." 



Digitized by 



Google 



si®s3§ s(D gasss iLssswiai. 



i Pagk 260. 

It is said by several of Galileo's biographers, tliat im- 
mediately after he had gone through with his abjuration, 
he stamped on the floor, and whispered to one of his 
friends standing near him, "E pur si muove." "It does 
move though." 

Page 270. 

Sir David Brewster, in his interesting little volume en- 
titled The "Martyrs of Science," has shown how tri- 
umphantly Galileo might have vindicated himself from 
the assaults niade upon him, if he had possessed firmness 
enough to avail himself of his own advantages. 

"In studying with attention," says that accomplished 
philosopher, "this portion of scientific history, the reader 
will not fail to perceive that the Church of Rome was 
driven into a dilemma, from which the submission and 
abjuration of Galileo could alone extricate it. He who 
confesses a crime and denounces its atrocity, not only sanc- 
tions, but inflicts the punishment which is annexed to it 
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Hjad Gaiilep deolared }d& innocence and aVoWed hi& deiif^ 
timents, and had he appealed to the paat conduct df - tKi 
Ghurch itseli^ to tiie acknowledged opinions df its'digni- 
tftriea, and even to the acts of its Pontiflfe, he would iaya 
fit once coofounded his accusers and escaped fi-om the^ 
fcoil». After Cc^)erniciia, himself a Catholic prieftt, lia3 
openly maintained the motion of the es^rth and the^stii 
bility of the sun ; after he had dedicated the work wlfiefa 
advocated these opinions 'to Pope Paul III. on theexf«feaJ 
ground that the authority of the Pontiff inight sileneef th14 
calumnies of those who attacked these opinions by istrgtP 
,ments drawn from Scripture; after the Oardtnal Sehotibii^g 
and the Bishop of Culm bad urged Copernicus ^to ptrB- 
lish the new doctrines ; and after the Bishop of Erm^Dd 
had erected a monum«at to commemorate his great (fficfl^ 
veries, how could the Church of Rome have appefded te 
its pontifical decrees as the ground of pei^oiciiting ' iant? 
punishing Galileo 7 Even in later times the same doctrfift^ 
had been propagated with entire toleration; nay, in' tB^ 
very year of Galileo's first persecution, Raul Anthoiiy^ 
Foscarinua, a learned Carmelite' monk, wrote a pamphlet, 
in which he iUnAtrates and defends the mobility of the^ 
earth, and endeavors. to reconcile to this new doctrine' tfefe* 
passages of Scripture which had been employed to ttlW 
Ttrt it. This very singular production was dated ftStf 
the Carmelite convent at Naples; was dedicated to^^liti 
very reverend Sebastian Fantoni, General of thd GkfmSlli 
Older; and, «ailelioned by the ecdeBiOSticeil ^a^^thb^^^^'il 
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i|?^3 pttbiished at Naples in 1615, the Vety year of- thi 
|irst persecution of Galileo. 

*^Njar -wrafl this, the ohly defence of * the Ooperiuoad 
3jstem which issiiied frojca the bosoon of the Chuick, 
yit«)inaa eampaaella, a Calabriaa monk, published in 1622 
f^ An Apology for G-alileo," and he even dedicates it td* 
Pi, Boaaifaqe, cardinal of Oajeta. Nay, it appears from ikt^ 
^edicatioa that he undertook the 'work at the commaiid. 
pf th<e cardinal, and lihat the examinajtion of the question had 
bp^n intrusted to the cardinal by the Holy Senate. After 
C^.abljp defence of his friend, Campanella refers, at tho 
c;9i)L9lu3ion of his apology, to the suppression of Galileo's 
writings, and justly observes that the effect of such a 
pleasure would be to nlake them, more generally read and 
naore highly esteemed The boldness of the apologist, how^ 
eyer^ is wisely tempered with the humility of the ecclo 
^i^iq; and he concludes his work with iJhe declaaratiori, 
that in all his opinions, whether wrifteii or to be written j 
he submits himself to the opinions of the Holy Mother 
Church of Kome and to the judgment of his superiors* 
. "By these proceedings of the dignitaries, as ^well as 
the clergy of the Church of Ecnne, which had been 
tplerated for more than a century, the decrees of the 
ponti03 against the doctrine of the earth's motion, were 
yirtually repeal^ and Galileo might hav^ pleaded them 
with . success in arrest of judgment. Unfortunately, how* 
eyer^ for himself and for science, he acted otherwise^ 
By admitting th<5ir authority, ]it revived in fresh force 
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these obsolete and obnoxious enactments ; and by yield- 
ing to their power, he rivetted for another century th^ 
almost broken chains of spiritual despotism." 

As his comment on the whole melancholy story* 
Sir David makes the following remarks, which are 
equally important in themselves, and beautifully ex- 
pressed. 

"It is a curious fact in the annals of heresy and 
sedition, that opinions maintained with impunity by 
one individual, have, in the same age, brought others 
to the stake or to the scaffold. The results of deep re- 
search or extravagant speculation seldom provoke hos- 
tility when meekly announced as the deductions of 
reason or the convictions of conscience. As the dreams 
of a recluse or of an enthusiast, they may excite pity 
or call forth contempt ; but like seed quietly cast into 
the earth, they will rot and germinate according to the 
vitality with which they are endowed. But if new and 
startling opinions are thrown in the face of the commu- 
nity — if they are uttered in triumph or in insult — in 
contempt of public opinion, or in derision of cherished 
errors, they lose the comeliness of truth in the rancor ^ of 
their propagation ; and they are like seed scattered in 
a hurricane, which only irritates and blinds the hus- 
bandman. * * * He who is allowed to take the start 
of his species, and to penetrate the veil which conceals 
from common minds the mysteries of nature, must not 
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expegt that the world will be patiently dragged at the 
Qhariot wheels of his philosophy. Mind has ite inertia ^ 
as well as matter, and its progress to truth can only be 
insured by the gradual and patient removal of the ob- 
structions which surround it" 

It cannot be denied that Galileo had too much over- 
looked these salutary truths. But it might be oifered in 
excuse for the reckless sarcasm which he poured upon 
bis opponents, that he suflfered great irritation from their 
pode of assailing him. It is said that the lion of the 
forest goes into the contest with entire self-possession 
when he meets an enemy which he views as somewhat 
bis equal in strength; but when assailed by the insects 
that sometimes creep into his mane, and fix their puny 
fangs in his flesh, he can be stung into the wildness of 
fury. Such were some of the small antagonists who 
vexed the spirit of Galileo. One of them, a Dominican 
Friar named Gaccini, employed the pulpit ,not only to 
attack the astronomer, but to represent astronomy itself 
as a thing forbidden by the Scriptures; taking for his 
text^ " Ye men of Galilee why, stand ye gazing up into 
Heaven?" — ^the language of the Vulgate^ from which he 
quoted, furnishing by a singular coincidence a pretext 
for the miserable pun which he tried to perpetrate on 
Galileo's name ; and yet, contemptible as the artifice was, 
it is said, to have produced no small effect in those times 
,pf ignoriince and superstition. 
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It is not to be denied that others, besides the monks 
of Galileo's day, have been very slow to receive his 
philosophy. The following instance shows with what 
difficulty the strongest minds are sometimes disentangled 
from long habits of thought, especially on sacred subjecta 
Francis Turretin was no ordinary man. In the latter part 
of the seventeenth century, more than fifty years afl«r 
the discoveries of Galileo had made themselves felt in 
the scientific world, he was Professor of Divinity at Ge- 
neva, and filled the place with great reputation to himself 
as a theologian. His memory is still perpetuated, and 
lield in reverence in laany Protestant churches, chiefly 
on account of his "Institutio Theologiaa Elencticae." 
And yet we find him affirming, "in opposition," as he 
says, "to certain philosophers," that "the sun and moon 
move in the heavens, and revolve around the earth, 
while the earth remains at rest;" and to prove his posi- 
tion he advances arguments, so unphilosophical and in- 
conclusive, that they would go with many readers, to 
throw discredit on his whole system of theology. His 
example shows how important it is that Divines should 
keep up with the science of their day, and that they be 
ftimished with the means of doing so. 
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